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Association President's Message 
Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors, and Honorees:

It is an honor to be your American Fighter Aces Association President and I'll update you on some of our 
activities and other matters of interest. The year of 2017 has been right busy with some of the highlights 
reported here.

Since last July we have lost two more of our Aces, Lt Cdr L. A. Clark, USN, VF 83 and Cmdr. Bill Hardy 
USN, VF 17. Shortly after our reunion, Bill's wife, Marilyn, reported his sudden death from a major stroke. 
He was surrounded by his family who asked that any donations be sent in his name to the Museum of Flight 
(Matt Hayes) for the Aces' corporate fund. Bill was a big part of the Aces Association and despite health 
conditions, made it to the reunion in San Antonio. 

Colonel Ed Garland, USAF (Ret) put together an amazing Aces Reunion in San Antonio this year. The ladies 
were beautiful and the men handsome and the event was just great. A tremendous effort and done well by 
all. We visited Randolph Air Force Base and connected the young airmen with the Aces as they were able 
to join in the story telling of past battles that had been fought. We were also honored to have General Mark 
Welsh, former Chief of Staff USAF, as our guest speaker who connected the Aces from another generation 
as he spoke of them as natural treasures. He also spoke of the Aces' influence on our country's young folks. 
He was given a well-deserved ovation from everyone in the audience. We do thank Ed Garland for a great 
evening that included in our celebration ten of our Fighter Aces.      
  
This year the Fighter Aces Board of Directors elected four new members to the Board in recognitions of their 
past and continuing service to the Association. All were notable for their loyalty, attendance to meetings, 
and their dependability that could always be counted on. They are: CDR Lester Gray, US Navy (Ret); 
Gloria Clinton, long time Honoree; Ken Cordier; and Ed Garland, Col USAF (Ret), President and founder, 
South Texas Education Chapter. We welcome their Board membership. We are also pleased to report that 
the Scholarship program is performing much better with fourteen applications under consideration and 
representing a number of states. 
   
Our Board of Directors has in the recent past voted for the Aces Association to continue for the future in 
maintaining the Aces history for the public. Your President considers this one of his several missions to 
continue building the Association. We want to make available the Aces history for the education of our 
young folks and many of our interested public. The work is well along on such a plan and should be ready 
sometime next year for board approval. We sincerely hope and plan for many more Fighter Aces and 
Friends reunions.

For our good friend Chick Cleveland, thanks for your untiring work to ensure the preservation of the Aces 
history and the many successes of the Association. The presentation of the Eagle trophy to you was a 
personal pleasure to honor a fine man for such recognition he so well deserves. Semper Fi. 

     
                 
    

Respectfully,       October 2017

Colonel (Dean) Caswell USMC (Ret)  
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Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors and Honorees:

What an incredible Reunion in San Antonio this past September! With trips to the Rod Lewis Warbird 
Collection and Randoph Air Force, as well as a wonderful banquet; good times were had by all. A huge 
thanks to Ed Garland for planning and coordinating the event!

The rains have arrived which means fall has started in Seattle, and as the city breathes a sigh of relief that 
the busy summer season is over, the Museum is now focusing its attention on our upcoming projects.

After spending the last few years focusing on Boeing’s Centennial Celebration, the development and opening 
of the new Apollo Space Gallery, and the establishment of the Boeing Academy of STEM Learning, the 
Museum is excited to spend the next year focusing on the military with some exciting events and projects 
coming up.

This Veteran’s Day the Museum will celebrate the American Fighter Aces by opening our new Congressional 
Gold Medal exhibit which will be temporarily displayed in our lobby  before it is installed to be a permanent 
part of the Personal Courage Wing. Our new AFAA President, Dean Caswell, will be the keynote speaker at 
that event and we hope to see you all there!

The Museum also began Project Welcome Home, which will bring down the newly repainted B-52 down 
from the Restoration Center at Paine Field in Everett, to become part of a new Vietnam Veterans Air War 
Commemorative Park that will honor those who fought in the war. Along with the B-52, there will also be a 
statue depicting a returning aviator honoring veterans who served in all military branches between 1964 and 
1975, and will also feature an exhibit discussing the dozens of types of planes and helicopters flown during 
the war. The new Memorial Park will be free to all and is scheduled to open in fall of 2018.

Another exciting thing that happened at the museum is that the two of us (Doug King and Matt Hayes), who 
have so enjoyed working with the AFAA over the years, have stepped into new roles.  Doug, after seven 
years of leading the Museum to new Heights, will continue to lead key initiatives as the Executive Director 
of Special Projects.  Matt Hayes is excited and honored to have become the new President and CEO of 
the Museum. Both of us continue to look forward to working the AFAA to help share the legacy and the 
accomplishments of these heroes. 

Sincerely,

Matt Hayes                                                                            Doug King
CEO and President      Executive Director of Special Projects 
The Museum of Flight        The Museum of Flight                                                                                                              

Museum President's Message 
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 ACE BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER - JANUARY

Name             Birthdate
  
Frank L. Gailer Jr.           11/13/1923
Charles G. Cleveland                    11/13/1927
Charles E. Watts                     11/14/1921
Ralph H. Wandrey           11/15/1921
Chester K. Maxwell           11/18/1923

Sanford K. Moats           12/4/1921
Randall H. Cunningham          12/8/1941
Tilman E. Pool           12/21/1923
Donald L. Quigley           12/28/1919
Ralston M. Pound           12/31/1920

James L. Brooks           1/8/1921
Clarence E. Anderson Jr.          1/13/1922
Victor N. Cabas           1/15/1920
Stephen J. Bonner Jr.          1/16/1918
Bruce W. Williams           1/19/1919
Billy G. Edens              1/21/1923
James E. Duffy           1/23/1920

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE 
AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

(Auxiliary of the American Fighter Aces Association)

BASIC MEMBERS receive:
• Membership card, certificate, lapel pin and decal (pin and        
 decal with initial year's membership only).
• Subscription to the quarterly American Fighter Aces 
 Bulletin, featuring articles by teh Aces and others.
• Free admission to the Museum of Flight 
 in Seattle, Washington — "Home of the Fighter Aces"
•  A 15% discount on all AFAA items sold through the 
 Museum Store and AFAA website

All this for just $40.00 a year ($45.00 Foreign)

THE HIGHER LEVEL MEMBERSHIPS BELOW
OFFER THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:
BASIC II MEMBERS receive:
• Ten photographs with biographical sketches of American 
 Fighter Aces, (8" x 10" format), suitable for framing, with  
 five personally autographed by the Ace pictured.

$50.00 a year ($55.00 Foreign)

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS receive:
• Free family admission to the Museum of Flight

$60.00 a year ($65.00 Foreign)

PATRON MEMBERS receive:
•  A beautiful 550 page hardbound American Fighter Aces 
   Album featuring biographical sketches and photos of all the Aces
                              $500.00 a year

LIFETIME MEMBERS receive:
• 600 photographs with biographical sketches of American Fighter 

Aces (8" x 10" format), with more than 300 personally signed by 
the Ace.             $1000.00 (one time payment)

Sign up online by visiting our website
www.AmericanFighterAces.org
FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS OF
THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES ASSOCIATION.  Yes __ No __

__  New Membership Name ________________________  
__  Renewal Street/PO Box _________________
__  Change of Address City/State/Zip _________________
__  Gift Membership Country ______________________
  E-Mail _______________________
  Phone _______________________

Please enroll me as a __________________ member.
Enclosed is a check payable to the American Fighter Aces in the 
amount of: $ ____________  Add $10 for foreign addresses.
Circle brand of credit card:  VISA   MASTERCARD   DISCOVER      AMEX

Card Number___________________________ EXP_____

Signature:  ___________________________________________

Send to: American Fighter Aces
9404 East Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA 98108-4097

For additional info call 206-768-7166

Congressional Gold Medal Exhibit 
Dedication at the Museum of Flight
Each year, the Museum of Flight honors America’s 
Veterans at our Veteran's Day ceremony. This year, the 
keynote speaker is President of the American Fighter 
Aces Association, Col. Dean Caswell, USMC (Ret).

After the ceremony, there will be a special commemoration 
that will take place in the Museum Lobby, for the new 
Congressional Gold Medal display that will feature the 
Gold Medal that was awarded to the American Fighter 
Aces for their service to the country. 

The ceremony begins at 12pm on November 11th. We 
hope you are able to join us at the Museum of Flight, in 
Seattle, to honor the American Fighter Aces. 

Please contact Jema with questions; 206-768-7166 or 
jhayes@museumofflight.org
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Ace Profile
Buck Dungan of VF(N)-76: Fighter by Night, Ace by Day

 By Jon Guttman

 The Grumman F6F Hellcat was primarily designed to gain control of the air wherever U.S. 
Navy aircraft carriers operated during World War II, and it performed that task exceptionally well, 
producing more aces than any single fighter type in American history. A somewhat lesser-known 
role the F6F played was keeping the night sky clear; first, in collaboration with a radar-equipped 
Grumman TBF Avenger, and later using its own wing-installed radar. Fred Dungan was among that 
elite clique of Hellcat pilots who prowled by night, though nevertheless, he scored all of his aerial 
victories by day.
 Fred LeRoy Dungan was born in Los Angeles, California, on July 27, 1921. While attending 
Pasadena Junior College for two years, he earned a private pilot’s license though the Civil Pilot’s 
Training Program on May 11, 1941. After the Japanese carrier strike on Pearl Harbor on December 
7, 1941, Dungan enlisted in the Navy’s Aviation Cadet Program on the 8th and entered active duty 
on February 15, 1942. Starting flight training at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi on May 7, 1942, and 
moving on to advanced training in Brownsville, Texas in September, he received the gold wings of a 
Naval Aviator on Friday the 13th of November 1942. In December, he participated in Project Affirm, a 
highly classified night fighter development project, at Naval Air Station Quonset Point, Rhode Island. 
On December 22, he was the safety pilot as Ensign Bruce Griffin made aviation history when he 
made the first radar assisted ground controlled approach blind landing in a North American SNJ. 
During his time at Quonset Point, Dungan also got his ensign’s commission, effective February 16, 
1943.  
 After completing his stint with Project Affirm in July 1943, Dungan was assigned to Detachment 
B of night fighter squadron VF(N)-76 in Hawaii. On January 16, 1944, his four-plane detachment, led 
by Lieutenant Russell L. Reiserer, became the first night fighter element aboard the carrier Yorktown, 
then commanded by Captain Joseph J. Clark, who made it clear early on that he would only respond 
to the name of “Jocko” and was delighted to have some of these new radar-equipped “toys” at his 
disposal.
 “Buck” Dungan flew his first night combat air patrols (NCAP) off Kwajalein in the Marshall 
Islands on February 1. In March, his detachment transferred to Hornet, commanded by Captain 
Miles R. Browning. On March 15, Jocko Clark, after having been replaced as Yorktown’s skipper on 
February 10, returned as a rear admiral to raise his pennant aboard Hornet, first as head of Task 
Group 58.2, but by April as chief of TG 58.1, consisting of Hornet, Yorktown, Belleau Wood and 
Bataan. “Jocko requested his night fighters join him aboard the CV-12 Hornet,” Dungan noted. VF(N)-
76’s other detachments were distributed among Bunker Hill, Wasp and Lexington.

Lieutenant junior grade Fred L. Dungan with VF(N)-76 aboard 
the aircraft carrier Hornet. (U.S. Navy
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 The Fifth Fleet’s next targets were Palau 
Island on March 31 and Hollandia, New Guinea, 
on April 14. Besides NCAPs, VF(N)-76 participated 
in daytime and nocturnal strikes against Japanese 
installations. Often the pilots alternated between 
their radar-equipped F6F-3Ns at night and 
radarless Hellcats by day.
 TG 58.1 was still off Hollandia when 
Lieutenant junior grade Dungan got his first 
chance to apply his training to an aerial target on 
April 23. “I launched early in darkness to test my 
radar and practice closing on a bogey [unidentified 
aircraft] by radar,” he said. “At 1030 hours, I was 
part of a CAP [combat air patrol] to investigate a 
bogey reported 20 miles 
from the fleet. We dropped 
below the clouds to 3,000 
feet, which opened the 
horizon and I spotted a 
little dot. I radioed ‘Bogey, 
six o’clock low,’ and as we 
closed on what turned out 
to be a twin-engine bomber, 
he made a low run. As I 
made my attack on it, I 
slowed, making side passes 
to avoid its waist guns. As 
I was making another run 
the enemy plane dipped its 
port wingtip in the water, 
cartwheeled and broke up. 
 “I had another 
intercept that night,” he 
continued, “but then lost it. 
I had spotted two biplane scouts. I was at 3,000 
feet and they were at 700 feet. I vectored on and 
swung onto a heading. I got a brief blip on my 
radar scope. I did 90 degree turns and slowed 
down, cruising at 135 knots—and was more or 
less right above them, but I lost contact. 
 “Meanwhile a destroyer found the Betty 
[Mitsubishi G4M2] I shot down, which had been en 
route to Bougainville with pay for the troops there. 
I went aboard the destroyer, which had the wingtip 
of the Betty. A scroll covered in blood was found, 
on which was inscribed ‘We pray for everlasting 
success in the fortunes of war.’ The crew also 
found two 50-yen notes, a pilot’s helmet and 
goggles and a wristwatch. They also picked up a 
survivor, with a slight wound on his knee. He had 
been manning the 20mm cannon turret and was a 
warrant officer.
 “The prisoner of war was transferred to 
Hornet. He was one nasty critter, who threw 
cups at the Marines when they tried to give him 
something to eat and drink. I went down with an 
interpreter and when we spoke to him, he stepped 
back and talked very calmly for the first time. He 
was a samurai warrior who had been bested in 
battle, and offered himself to the man who 

vanquished him as a slave for life. He was 
eventually transferred to Saipan when we 
secured the island. Meanwhile, I put on my 
best khakis and told what I’d learned from the 
prisoner to Jocko. He said: ‘That’s the funniest 
story I ever heard. If anybody’s coming back 
with a slave, it’s me.’" 
 On April 29, the Fifth Fleet reprised its 
mid-February 1944 strike on Truk atoll, with 
the goal of finishing it as a major Japanese 
naval staging base. “I launched at four in the 
morning,” Dungan said. “Captain Browning 
was full of ideas, such as putting our landing 
gear down to slow our planes while strafing. 

The night before the strike 
he had ordered, ‘Tomorrow 
we’ll have radio silence all 
the time.’ Well, as we flew 
through the darkness, a little 
squeaky voice piped up on 
the radio, ‘Mike, where the 
hell are you? I’m lost, I can’t 
see a damn thing…’ The 
stern voice of the captain 
then issued forth, ‘Pilot 
who transmitted that last 
message, identify yourself.’ 
There was a long pause, 
then we heard, ‘You silly old 
bastard, I’m not that f—ed 
up.’”
 The Japanese had 
already written off Truk 
after the February raid and 

evacuated most of its shipping and aircraft, 
though they left plenty of deadly anti-aircraft 
guns behind. “There was no enemy flight 
action at all,” Dungan recalled. “We destroyed 
a supply of fuel, otherwise we may as well be 
just sitting around playing pinochle. My friend 
Arnie Downs of VF(N)-75 was stationed on 
Bougainville, and they said, ‘You fellas have 
spoiled our fun ever since that strike on Truk.’”
 Joking or not, Downs’ plaint may have 
been well founded. Flying radar-equipped 
Vought F4U-2 Corsairs from its island base 
over the Solomons, VF(N)-75 commenced 
operations on October 31, 1943, and claimed 
its seventh and last victory, an Aichi D3A2 “Val” 
dive bomber by Lieutenant Reuben L. Johns 35 
miles south-southwest of Tokorina, on January 
13, 1944.  
 “After April 30, we pulled back to Majuro 
to resupply,” Dungan said, “and within a month, 
Captain Browning, a brilliant logistician but a 
disaster as a carrier skipper, was on his way to 
Pearl Harbor—Jocko arranged that.” Captain 
William D. Sample replaced him at Hornet’s 
con.
 On June 15, American forces landed on

“Buck” Dungan revisits an old acquaintance—a 
Boeing-Stearman N2S-4 of the type in which he 
did primary training—at the Cavanaugh Museum 

during the June 2016 AFAA reunion in Dallas. 
(Jon Guttman)
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the island of Saipan, precipitating the largest 
carrier engagement in history four days later. 
VF(N)-76 got a change of pace on the morning 
of June 19, when VF-2 had so many personnel 
occupied with the Battle of the Philippine Sea, 
that three of the night fighter pilots; Lieutenant 
Reiserer, Ensign William Levering and Lt (jg) 
Dungan, were tapped to fly a flak-suppression 
mission at Guam’s Orote airfield. The Japanese 
had planned to use the airfield as both a 
refueling base for their carrier-based planes 
after their strike at the Fifth Fleet, and to hit 
the Americans with its own planes…or at least 
would have if the U.S. Navy carrier planes hadn’t 
devastated all the land bases in the Marianas 
before the Japanese fleet arrived. 
 Taking off at 1440 hours “Russ” Reiserer 
led the sweep over Orote field. “We were all 
flying day fighters,” Dungan said. “I was in the Air 
Group 2 commander’s plane with a big camera. 
I photographed planes in a revetment and 
55-gallon drums in hangars. 
We plastered ‘em with 
bombs, leaving big craters, 
then I got in with that big 
camera to get pictures of the 
results.” 
 As he pulled up from 
the trio’s strafing run on the 
airbase, Reiserer noticed 
a Curtiss SOC Seagull 
floatplane taxiing out of the 
bay with downed fliers on 
board. He directed Dungan 
and Levering to photograph 
Orote while he contacted the 
rescue team. As he orbited 
the floatplane, however, he 
saw a number of Japanese 
aircraft coming in for a 
landing at Orote. Pouncing on a flight of D3A2 
Vals, he swiftly shot down five of them. The last 
ditched three miles offshore and as he flew over 
it, Reiserer claimed to have seen the pilot and 
rear gunner shaking their fists at him.
 According to the records of the 253rd 
Kokutai (air group), 13 A6M5 Zero fighters, 
led by Lt. Cmdr. Harutoshi Okamoto and its 
309th Hikotai, led by Lieutenant Tatsuo Hirano, 
escorting about 20 Nakajima B5N2 “Kate” 
torpedo bombers and 20 Aichi D3A2 “Val” dive 
bombers, departed Truk to replace the recent 
losses on Guam and attack the American fleet 
that night. Weary from a 600-mile transoceanic 
flight, the Japanese arrived just as Hornet’s 
fighters were departing, but Dungan and 
Levering were still near the airfield.
 “As I looked down I saw what looked like 
an air group—torpedo bombers marked with 
meatballs, going into a landing pattern,” Dungan

said. “I told my wingman, Bill Levering, to go 
down with me and I went under the enemy 
formation—about 900 feet—and tore downwind 
across the runway. Two 40mm guns were 
missing my starboard side, then a shell blew up 
right in front of me and as I flew through I felt the 
heat. ‘Scoop’ Levering did not follow me down 
that low and while I took the enemy by surprise 
he shot down a Zero but was then badly shot up 
by three more Zeros and had to break off. 
 “Historian Henry Sakaida later told me 
that he spoke to a Zero pilot who survived that 
fight, who said he thought the pilot who dove 
into this air group that was landing was either 
the most stupid pilot in the world or the bravest. 
What he didn’t know was that I knew the rest 
of the squadron was just a few miles away and 
I had just called for help. I actually thought the 
odds were pretty good. Until they joined us, I 
tried to break up the enemy formation. I shot 
down the lead plane in the formation, a Kate 

torpedo bomber, and I 
think I crippled another. I 
also shot at a Zero on the 
airfield. Then I realized 
somebody was on my tail. 
I went into a vicious left-
hand, full power climbing 
turn. He was still on my 
tail shooting at me. I 
was thinking, ‘He’s my 
meat when he stalls out,’ 
but he must have had a 
supercharger because 
he was keeping up with 
me. I went into a spin and 
as I was pulling out of 
the spin at 120 knots he 
was upside down. As he 

recovered I pushed the throttle forward, fired my 
guns and everything went right into his cockpit. 
By then other Hellcats had joined the fight and 
others were making runs on the Zero when he 
exploded. 
 “I did not claim that first Zero but I got 
behind another Zero at 1,000 feet and gave it 
a shot. I jumped the airplane from 50 feet to 
starboard, but he evaded and engaged me in 
the wildest dogfight of my life. We were at it 
awhile—I turned onto his tail, he would escape 
and get on mine, then I got on his, then he did 
it again. I had a rearview mirror and could see 
him as I again tried to turn on him—it took me 
three quarters of a second to reach his airplane. 
He outmaneuvered me, then pulled ahead into a 
loop. He must have had one of the newest Zeros 
with water injection. He came out of his loop 
upside down, firing his cannon at me. I went into 
a skid, banked and faked him into overshooting 
me at 120 knots. I then kicked hard low rudder 

A head-on view of the Grumman F6F-3N night 
fighter, showing the wing mounted radar. 

(U.S. Navy)
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into a lower reversement and got on his tail. I led 
him at 200 mils and as he headed for the water, 
I went down after him. He slowed down, but I 
chopped the throttle to stay behind him. As we 
flew over the tops of the waves I saw his canopy 
open and could see the pilot. He looked back 
at me and two other Hellcats that were coming 
down behind him. He saluted me and then went 
right into the water.” Dungan’s skillful adversary 
may well have been Hikotai 309 leader Lieutenant 
Tatsuo Hirano, who was killed over Guam that 
afternoon.
 While Dungan and Levering were having their 
two-man war, Hornet’s Hellcat pilots claimed 19 
Vals over Orote. Besides the five credited to Russ 
Reiserer, another five or six fell to Ensign Wilbur 
B. Webb of VF-2, who on his way back also found 
the occasion to chase an attacking Zero off the tail 
of Levering’s struggling Hellcat. “Russ only used 
his four outboard machine guns during the strafing 
run,” Dungan recalled, “keeping the ammunition 
in his two inboard weapons—it certainly came in 
handy for him when he attacked that dive bomber 
formation. We suffered no losses unless you 
count Levering’s plane. My wingman was so shot 
up that his wings had 
holes you could walk 
through. He had no 
landing gear, no flaps, 
in fact the only things 
working when he came 
in were the engine and 
the tail hook. But
he made a belly 
landing on the deck. 
After they did a 
damage assessment, 
a derrick picked it up 
and dropped it over the 
side.”
 Dungan was 
credited with a Nakajima B5N2 “Kate” and a 
Mitsubishi A6M5 Zero, but said that Air Group 2’s 
leader, Commander William A. Dean, was peeved 
at him for “bringing back such a wreck.”
  “There were a few bullet holes and gouges in 
my fuselage and cockpit area,” Dungan continued, 
“but the deck crew quickly patched and repainted 
them over—you could make out the holes through 
the tape in places.” It was important to Dean 
that the plane was still functional because he 
had downed two Zeros earlier that day and then 
loaned Dungan his plane, which happened to be 
a newly delivered F6F-5 in the equally new glossy 
Navy blue overall paint scheme.    
 "Bill Dean flew the same plane the next day 
when we struck at the retreating Japanese carrier 
force,” Dungan said. “He used the camera to take 
great photos of the Japanese fleet under attack, 
and after the long return flight he managed to land

back aboard Hornet. But after he got out, more 
aircraft were coming back in the dark and deck 
crewmen decided the deck had to be cleared, 
so without notifying Dean, they shoved his 
brand new F6F-5, with the camera and all his 
pictures, overboard. When Dean learned of it 
he was beside himself.”
After the Battle of the Philippine Sea ended in 
a resounding U.S. Navy victory, Jocko Clark 
took TG.58.1 into the Bonin Islands to strike 
at Iwo Jima’s airfield on June 24. A Japanese 
patrol plane spotted and reported TG 58.1 
before it reached Iwo, and Rear Adm. Sadaichi 
Matsunaga, commander of the 27th Air Flotilla, 
ordered 57 fighters and about 20 torpedo 
bombers up in time to give the Americans a hot 
reception when they were 10 miles out. The 
Hellcats easily got the better of the Zeros, but 
the torpedo planes, mostly old Nakajima B5N2s 
pressed on, unescorted, in the general direction 
of the American fleet—until they ran into the 
CAP at about 1000. Among the first scrimmage 
was VF(N)-76, with Russ Reiserer claiming two 
Kates and Lt. jg John William Dear Jr., from 
Meridian, Mississippi, with three for his first of 

an eventual six victories. 
VF-2’s day Hellcats, 
backed by F6Fs from 
Belleau Wood vectored 
over by alert fighter 
directors, accounted for 15 
more enemy planes.
 Task Force 58 
returned to the Bonins 
on July 3, claiming 92 
victories in two days, 30 
of which were credited to 
Hornet’s VF-2 for the loss 
of two pilots, Lieutenant 
Robert R. Butler and 
Ensign Roy J. O’Neal. 

VF(N)-76 made its first major contribution to 
the air action at 0030 hours on July 4, when 
Lieutenant Reiserer and Lts (jg) Dungan, 
Levering and Dear launched from Hornet for a 
60-mile sweep northwest of Chichi Jima. They 
were primarily searching for Japanese shipping, 
since there was no airfield on Chichi Jima and 
nobody was expecting aerial opposition. The 
night intruders encountered nothing, but kept 
up their patrolling and split up in the darkness, 
with Dungan and Dear maintaining mutual radio 
contact. Four hours later, the two Hellcat pilots 
returned to Chichi’s Futami Cove and came 
under heavy anti-aircraft fire. As they exited 
the harbor, they found a small convoy under 
way with an escort vessel, probably sub chaser 
No.16, firing at them. “I radioed Johnny Dear,” 
Dungan recalled, “and said, ‘What do you say 
we get that destroyer escort?’ He said, ‘Lead

Japanese submarine chaser No.14, similar to sub chaser 
No.16, which Dungan and Lt. jg John William Dear Jr. 

strafed to destruction in Chichi Jima’s Futami Cove on July 
4, 1944. (U.S. Navy)
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the way Bucko!’ And in we went. We each had 
500 pound bombs, but we didn’t use them. We 
were saving those for a tanker or something.” 
The duo made three strafing passes on the sub 
chaser, leaving it aflame and dead in the water. It 
sank soon afterward.
 “Just then I saw a shadow in front of me, 
a floatplane,” Dungan 
said. “It was a Zeke…a 
Zero with floats. I gave 
it a short burst and it 
blew up.” His opponents, 
which he estimated 
as totaling nine or ten, 
were Nakajima A6M2-
Ns—indeed floatplane 
versions of the Zeke 
codenamed Rufe by the 
Allies—from the Sasebo 
Kokutai, based at Haha 
Jima to the south.
 “I got behind one 
of the floatplanes whose 
pilot vainly tried to climb 
and out-turn my Hellcat,” 
Dungan said. “I fired a 
few short bursts and 
the Rufe fell in flames. 
Three others were on my tail, firing at too long a 
range to hit me. I could outrun them. At that point 
Dear, who heard the explosion of the first Rufe, 
radioed, ‘Buck, are you all right?’ I answered, 
‘I’ve got company, I’m going to bring ‘em over 
to join the party.’ Spotting Dear coming to the 
rescue, I lured my pursuers into his path. He 
shot down two and I got the other one. These 
fellows acted as if they’d never flown before, very 
immature. I dived on another Rufe, made a low 
side run, guns blazing, sent it down and saw a 
parachute. Dear damaged another. We then both 
attacked a Rufe and I think I scored hits before 
it disappeared into a cloud formation. It was 
just getting light and I was pecking away at him. 
Every time I’d see him I’d give him a shot. Finally, 
I got him in flames and he went into the drink.”
 Pride goeth before a fall, however, and 
perhaps the general ineptitude of the opposition 
had made the Americans a bit too cocky. “I was 
trying to tease an anti-aircraft position to fire at 
me and give himself away when two of the Rufes 
made a high side run at Johnny and me at the 
same time,” Dungan said. “Johnny’s oil was hit. 
He went into a dive with the Rufe still shooting 
at him, oil spouting from the left side of his open 
canopy and the wind tearing into his face. He 
lost his goggles, his helmet and his earphones. 
At 2,000 feet he pulled out and saw his pursuer 
apparently breaking up from the strain. 

Maneuvering on its tail, he shot it down with a 
short burst for his third kill of the day. Then he 
headed for home with 36 holes in his Hellcat.” 
 Back at Haha Jima, the Sasebo Kokutai 
logged the loss of six of its A6M2-Ns that 
morning. The sole success amid the general 
debacle was a Hellcat and two probables 

credited to Naval Air Pilot 
1st Class Terujiki Naoi, a 
veteran of the Aleutians 
campaign.
Naoi’s “confirmed” victim 
might have been Dear or 
it might just as likely have 
been Dungan. “I was badly 
hit,” he said. “A 7.7mm 
round had penetrated my 
canopy, passed by the 
armor plating but through 
the buckle of my parachute 
harness, which slowed it a 
bit, and hit my left clavicle, 
causing a four-inch fracture. 
I was in shock, in awful 
shape.” 
 Barely conscious from 
loss of blood and in intense 
pain, Dungan hastened 

back to the task group. “I passed out for a short 
while and came out of it,” he recalled. “I looked in 
the rearview mirror and didn’t recognized myself. 
Then I really got mad at myself for letting myself 
get jumped like that. The more I flew the madder 
I got, so by the time I reached the fleet I was 
doing okay.”
 Hornet’s deck was unprepared to handle 
incoming aircraft, but it directed Dungan and 
Dear to the nearest ship that was. “I landed on 
Yorktown,” Dungan said. “He landed right in back 
of me by dead reckoning. Just as his tailhook 
caught the wire his engine stopped, out of oil. 
 “After I climbed down from my plane,” 
Dungan added, “I went right over to the sick bay 
and asked, ‘Do you take walk-ins?’ The doctor on 
Yorktown knew me and said, ‘Buck, you son-of-
a-bitch, come here, sit down, hang on and shut 
up.’ They gave me a local anesthetic, so I was 
awake while they patched my shoulder, laying 
pieces of bone beside the bed while they fixed 
up my clavicle. Finally, the doctor said, ‘Okay, 
put a drain in, dust him off and sew him up.’ I 
remember all my buddies on the Yorktown came 
in brought me cigarettes, but I gave them to the 
corpsmen, since I don’t smoke. That made me 
pretty popular among them.”  
 Now an Ace with seven victories, Dungan 
was awarded the Navy Cross for the morning’s 
exploits. He spent the Fourth of July under 
sedation in the sick bay, but he’d already had

Two Nakajima A6M2-Ns of the Sasebo Kokutai, of the 
type and unit engaged by Buck Dungan and Johnny 

Dear over Chichi Jima on July 4, 1944. Although 
intrinsically no match for the F6F Hellcat, what the 

Allies codenamed Rufe, could still draw blood if 
flown by an experienced pilot, as both Americans 

discovered to their dismay. (U.S. Navy)
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enough fireworks to make the day memorable. His score stood at seven 
and so did Johnny Dear’s as of 0630 hours on September 22, when 
he downed a Nakajima B6N1 torpedo bomber off Cape San Ildefenso, 
Luzon, for the 36th and last victory credited to VF(N)-76, only 11 of 
which had been achieved at night. The squadron was disestablished on 
November 6.
 After recovering from his injury, Buck Dungan trained night fighter 
pilots at Quonset Point. He was helping to form a new night fighter 
squadron when the war ended and he was released from active duty in 
1945 with the Navy Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal. He 
reached the grade of lieutenant commander effective April 1, 1953, and 
retired from the U.S. Naval Reserve with that rank in July 1963. On May 
20, 2015, he was among the 34 Aces who gathered in Washington, D.C., 
to receive the Congressional Gold Medal.

References: 
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Joan Hanson and Buck Dungan 
visit the Udvar-Hazy annex of the 
National Air and Space Museum 

in Chantilly, VA. On May 21, 
2015, the day after he received 

the Congressional Gold Medal in 
Washington, D.C. (Jon Guttman) 

Bud Anderson Project
         

In the July edition of the Bulletin, Vol. 31 No. 3, there was a story about AFAA Scholarship recipient 
Ellen Jetland, who wrote her application essay on Fighter Ace Col. Clarence “Bud” Anderson. 
Ellen had the incredible opportunity to fly to California to meet Bud Anderson and hear about his 
experiences firsthand. Inspired by this meeting, Ellen has spearheaded a fundraiser to put Col. 
Anderson on the Military Honor Wall in the Personal Courage Wing of the Museum of Flight.

Please consider donating to this project and help Ellen reach her goal. All funds donated that 
exceed the $1000 goal will be put towards the AFAA Scholarship Program so others may have the 
opportunity to learn about and meet these heroes in the future.

To donate, go to: https://www.museumofflight.org/Giving/ColAndersonProject
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Available now
through U.S. Naval Institute Press

Visit www.usni.org 
to pick up your copy today!
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News of the Aces
Aces and Friends Luncheon, April 21, 2017

By: Honoree, Col. Lee Forbes              Photos: Gary McDaniel
 On Friday, April 21, the South Texas Chapter of the Friends of the American Fighter Aces 
Association (AFAA) held its second meeting and Luncheon at the Petroleum Club here in San 
Antonio TX. Continuing our practice of inviting active duty Air Force pilots from JBSA-San Antonio 
as guests at our meetings and luncheons, we were delighted to have Col. Jupe “Whopay” Etheridge, 
USAF, Commander of the 12th Operations Group, 12 Flying Training Wing, his Deputy Commander, 
Lt Col. Brian “Skeeter” McCay, USAF, several of his Squadron Commanders, and key staff join us for 
this event. We were also pleased that Ace, Brig Gen. Frank Gailer, USAF (Ret), was able to join us 
again because he still had not sold his home in preparation for relocating to Colorado.  
 After Lunch, I led the group in the Pledge 
Allegiance and introduced our attendees, starting 
with our Senior Ace followed by our Acette, 
Friends, and Numerous Guests. WWII P-51 
Mustang Ace, Gen. Gailer, was a member of the 
363 FS, 357 FG, 8 AF (ETO)  and is credited 
with 5.5 confirmed Victories before he was 
unfortunately shot down on Thanksgiving Day 
1944 by friendly fire and spent the rest of WWII 
as a POW of the Germans at Stalag 1. During 
the Viet Nam War he flew F-100s while serving 
as the Commander, 35th Tactical Fighter Wing, 
7th Air Force, (PACAF) at Phan Rang, AB, South 
Viet Nam. His decorations include 3 Legions of 
Merit, 2 Distinguished Flying Crosses, the Purple 
Heart, and 21 Air Medals. He is also a member 
of the AFAA Board of Directors. He was accompanied by his middle daughter, Tina Hylton, from 
Richmond, VA.
 Our only Acette in attendance was Mrs. Darrell Welch, widow of the late WWII P-38 Ace, Col. 
Darrell Welch, USAF (Ret) who had 5 confirmed victories and was the holder of the Silver Star, the 
Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, and 11 Air Medals. 

  We had three Honorees who were present: Col. 
Ward Boyce, USAF (Ret), former Executive Director 
of the AFAA and current member of the AFAA Board 
of Directors, who was accompanied by his wife, Mary, 
Myself, and Mr. Cliff Neve, Secretary of the AFAA. He 
traveled from Houston, TX to attend.
 Eleven Friends of the Aces also attended: Col. Gary 
Baber, USAF (Ret); Col. Bill Jacobs (CH), USAF (Ret); 
Col. Ed Garland, USAFR (Ret); Lt Col. Bill Duvall, 
USAF (Ret); Lt Col. Joe Smith, USAF (Ret); Mr. Mark 
Dameron; Mr. Chris Mann and his friend, Ms. Karen 
Miller; Mr. Wayne Fagan; and Mr. Robert Lee, and his 
friend, Ms. Andrea Jones.
 We had 18 Guests, including our Distinguished Guest, 
Col. Etheridge, USAF. The others included:  Col. Eddie 
“Pick” Pickrel, USAF (Ret), Local Forces CINC of the 

Ralph Parr Pack of the local River Rats who was accompanied by River Rat Pack Member, Maj. 
Gary Mc Daniel; Col. Tom Williams, USAF (Ret), friend of Col. Baber; Lt Col. Nathan Koran, USAF, 
Director of Operations, 99th  Flying Training Squadron, JBSA-Randolph who was accompanied by 
Maj. Chris Puccia, USAF, T-1 Instructor Pilot, 99th Flying Training Squadron, JBSA-Randolph; Lt Col. 
Jason “Spaz” Thompson, USAF, Commander, 558th Flying Training Squadron, JBSA-Randolph;  Lt 
Col. John  “Batt” Platt, USAF, Chief of Standardization & Evaluation, 12th Operations Group , JBSA-
Randolph; Lt Col. Rick Sinkfield, USAF (Ret), President of the San Antonio Chapter of the Tuskegee 
Airmen; Mr. & Mrs. Keith O’Connell, Gen. Gailer’s Step-Son & Daughter-In-Law, and their daughter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Perez; Ms. Lis Montalvo, San Antonio Honor Flight Program Manager and her guest, 
1st Lt Vince Losada, USAAF (Ret), WWII B-17 Bombardier.

The 2017 Aces Reunion Planners, L-R: Col. “Whopay” 
Etheridge, USAF, Ed Garland, Lee Forbes & Lt Col. 

“Batt” Platt, USAF.

A few of JBSA-Randolph’s Finest: L-R  Lt Col. Nathan 
Koran, USAF, 99th FTS, Lt Col.“Spaz” Thompson, 
USAF, Commander, 558th FTS,  Lt Col. ”Skeeter” 
McCay, USAF, Dep Commander, 12th OG & Major 

Chris Puccia, USAF, 99thFTS.
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 Next we asked Col. Etheridge, USAF, to say few words about his responsibilities as Commander 
of the 12th Operations Group at Randolph. He said his job is to train Instructor pilots in both basic 
and advanced training aircraft, with two exceptions. They are: The 435th Flying Training Squadron 
that teaches pilots in Fighter Fundamentals with follow-on assignments in specific fighter aircraft at 
combat crew training bases, and The 558th Flying Training Squadron that trains Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft (RPA) pilots and sensor operators. The latter includes a Civilian Contractor conducted 
training organization located in Pueblo, CO to screen RPA pilot for flying aptitude. The 99th Flying 
Training Squadron trains multiple-engine instructor pilots in the T-1 Jayhawk aircraft and the 460th 
Flying Training Squadron trains instructor pilots in the T-38 Talon aircraft. The 559th Flying Training 
Squadron trains instructor pilots in the T-6 Texan II aircraft. 
 Our South Texas Chapter Friends of the AFAA President, Col. Ed Garland, spoke again about 
the forthcoming American Fighter Aces Reunion to be held in San Antonio, TX, September 7-10 
at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk. He encouraged all present to attend the Reunion and handed out 
membership applications to them to consider becoming Friends of the Fighter Aces.  
 This led into a series of questions concerning the RPA Training program at JBSA-Randolph. 
Both Col. Etheridge and Lt Col. Jason “Spaz” Thompson, Commander of the RPA Training Squadron 
responded to questions and explained that this is the fastest growing mission in the Air Force. 
Commanders at all levels of command in combat areas around the world want all of the Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) they can get and in real-time. To meet the demand for 
RPA pilots and Sensor Operators, the 558th Flying Training Squadron graduates 20 RPA pilots and 
20 Sensor Operators every 20 days. Most of the RPA pilots in the force are relatively junior officers 
which presents a future problem for them to develop into a normal career progression path, or 
“Stovepipe,” with opportunities for command and leadership positions that are presently occupied 
by rated pilots. Like all problems the Air Force has faced this too will be solved, but it will take time 
and careful planning. Col. Thompson went on to say, that a brand new 2nd Lt. RPA pilot who had 
graduated earlier this year, was assigned half way around the world and on his very first 12 hour 
mission, was called upon to destroy an ISIS truck with 6-8 “bad guys” in it and was successful with 
no loss of life on our side. That’s what the RPA business is all about. Col. Thompson was asked if he 
or someone from his staff could present a briefing to us on the RPA program at JBSA-Randolph at 
our next meeting, July 14. He answered in the affirmative.
 For the benefit of our several guests, I asked Ace, Brig Gen. Frank Gailer to share a few of his 
favorite stories. The first one, being how he earned .50 of a victory. He was Chuck Yeager’s wing 
man on that mission and stayed with him during a vicious dogfight that day, but he never fired his 
guns. When they got on the ground Yeager commended him for staying with him throughout the fight.   
He gave half a victory to him for protecting his “posterior.” The other, concerned his shoot down by 
another P-51 from the 352nd Fighter Group, and how he bailed out of his ship. It seems that a Tech 
Rep from Wright-Patterson AAF, OH had visited the 357th Fighter Group a few days earlier and had 
instructed all the pilots on how to bail out of a P-51 safely, by sliding off the right wing to avoid hitting 
the horizontal stabilizer. As his ship was going down he climbed out on the left wing to get ready 
to jump… then he remembered what the Tech Rep had said, so he climbed back into the airplane 
and slide off the right wing correctly. Now that’s flight 
discipline! 
 Next I asked our WWII guest, 1st Lt. Vince 
Losada, USAAF (Ret), to tell his story of why he was 
medically retired. On his last mission over Berlin he 
was at his bombardier’s station in the nose of a B-17 
G Bomber when a German Flak 88 shell exploded 
in the nose section. Others were hurt as well, but 
he took the brunt of the blast. He was saved when 
another crew member put a tourniquet on his torn and 
mangled arm to stop the bleeding. After that, he went 
into shock. The tourniquet and the cold air at high 
altitude, which slowed the bleeding, probably saved 
his life. After landing, he was hospitalized but he lost 
his wounded arm and never flew again. After a few 
weeks in the hospital, he was returned to the States 
for further surgeries and rehab. 
 As our program was drawing to a conclusion our Chaplain, Col. Bill Jacobs led us in a 
Benediction and I reminded everyone that our next meeting would be Friday, July 14, same time, 
same station.

Special Guests:  Ms. Liz Montalvo, and 1st Lt Vince 
Lasoda. USAAF (Retired)
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News of the Aces
Honoree Col. Ken Cordier Speaks at the Museum of Flight

By: Cale Wilcox
 On July 1st, 2017, honorary American Fighter Ace Colonel Ken 
Cordier, USAF (Ret.), visited the Museum of Flight in Seattle, WA, 
and delivered a compelling public talk. Standing before a sizeable 
audience in the Museum’s William M. Allen Theater, Col. Cordier 
recounted, in harrowing detail, his experiences as a prisoner of 
war in North Vietnam. In total, Col. Cordier spent six years, three, 
months, and two days as a captive of the North Vietnamese in and 
around Hanoi.
 
 On December 2nd, 1966, Col. Cordier’s F-4C Phantom 
was struck by a surface-to-air missile while on an escort mission 
north of Hanoi. He and his backseater, Lt. Mike Lane, successfully 
ejected and landed amongst rice paddies, where they were almost 
immediately captured. After being blindfolded and transported to 
Hanoi, Col. Cordier was placed in solitary confinement and routinely 
interrogated. His captors claimed he was a war criminal, and 
routinely beat and tortured him when he declined to give answers 
to their questions. After one month in solitary confinement, Col. 
Cordier was moved into a small cell with Lt. Lane.  Col Cordier 
recalls that being issued a mosquito net by his captors was the “one humane thing they did” for the 
prisoners. In the first six months of his captivity, he estimated he lost 40 pounds due to the physical 
abuse and lack of food for prisoners.
 
 Col. Cordier described how prisoners were kept on a strict daily schedule, and forced to adhere 
to rules that forbade talking amongst the prisoners and exercising. The single bare bulb inside 
each windowless cell was kept on twenty-four hours a day, and prisoners were forced to listen to 
propaganda broadcasts. Meals were meager, just bowls of rice and boiled greens or vegetables, 
served twice a day. Interrogation, beatings, and attempts to force prisoners to sign false war crimes 
confessions were routine.
 
 While detailing the experiences of his captivity, Col. Cordier touched on a few key points 
of positivity in his story. Though the prisoners were not allowed to speak, they did find ways of 

communicating so as to be able to resist their captors 
as much as possible. A code was developed whereby 
the prisoners could relay information to each other 
through the cell walls by tapping. In this way, they 
memorized each other’s names, shared personal 
information and warned each other of interrogation 
topics. When boredom would take hold after seemingly 
endless days of captivity, the prisoners would even tell 
jokes via their tap code. Col. Cordier pointed out that 
this was at great risk of being caught by the guards 
and facing serious consequences, but important in 
keeping morale up amongst the prisoners. 
  
  In 1970, after three years in captivity, 
conditions began to improve slightly for Col. Cordier 
and his fellow POWs. Prisoners were now kept in 
a single large room, and were allowed to converse. 
The POWs began to pool their collective education 

in various subjects, and as a mental challenge would 
teach each other information from the wide cross-section of knowledge each prisoner possessed. 
Math, science, history, and writing were topics they taught each other, using makeshift supplies as 
writing material. Again, this was in direct defiance of their captors, and had to be done surreptitiously 
to avoid punishment.   

Honoree Ken Cordier
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Honoree Ken Cordier in front of the Museum's F-4 
Phantom (Photo: Ernie Lee)
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 In 1972, Americans resumed aerial bombing North Vietnam after a three and a half year hiatus. 
Col. Cordier described March 15th, 1972 as “one of those days you’ll never forget,” as the sound 
of afterburners, SAMs, and anti-aircraft guns filled the skies of Hanoi. Plaster fell from the ceiling 
of his cell as bombs rained down around the prison. From this point on, the guards began trying to 
improve the conditions for their prisoners with more frequent exercise, better food, and access to 
care packages from home. It became clear to Col. Cordier that the end of his ordeal as a captive 
was near.
 
 On March 4th, 1973, Col. Cordier was given new clothes and shoes and released as a prisoner 
of war. Along with another group of POWs, he boarded a US Air Force C-144 at the Hanoi Airport, 
and was flown to Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines, where he had his first hot shower in in over 
six years. After four months of convalescent leave in Tampa, Florida, Col. Ken Cordier returned to 
active duty.  
 
 Col. Cordier described his story as being about “life and freedom, and about losing those 
precious commodities.” At the conclusion of his talk, he took a very pragmatic view of his ordeal: “It 
was really a bad time, but looking back on it now, after 44 years of freedom, I just feel that it was a 
speedbump in life that I had to get over, in order to enjoy the very blessed life I’ve had ever since.”
 
 After the talk ended, Col. Cordier took questions from the audience. Many in attendance were 
former POWs who had been cellmates of his. An autograph signing with the Colonel followed, held 
in front of the Museum of Flight’s F-4 Phantom.
 
 This talk was presented at the Museum of Flight by the Northwest Chapter of the Friends of 
the American Fighter Aces. The hour-long talk can be seen in its entirety on the Museum of Flight’s 
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/museumofflightNW

In November 2016, Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum 
honored the American Fighter Aces at their Annual Spreading Wings 
Gala. The night was an incredible tribute to the skill, fortitude, courage, 
and heroics of the Fighter Aces. 14 Aces were present that evening for 
the Gala and while there, they each signed 50 Wings of Valor books. The 
AFAA is currently selling these signed books for $200, with proceeds 
going to help with the production costs of the book.  
Signatures include: 

Col. Bud Anderson, Col. Abner Aust Jr., Lt. Henry Buttelmann, 
Col. Richard Candelaria, Col. Dean Caswell, Gen. Charles 
Cleveland, Brig. Gen. Frank Gailer Jr., Cmdr. Lester Gray, 
Cmdr. Bill Hardy, Lt. James Luma, Lt. Donald McPherson, 
LCDR Billy Watts, and Capt. David Wilhelm.

To get your copy send a check made out to the American 
Fighter Aces Association to:

  The Museum of Flight
  C/O Jema Hayes
  9404 E. Marginal Way S.
  Seattle, WA 98108

Please note on your check that it is for the WOV Book.
Call or email Jema Hayes with questions: 206-768-7166 | jhayes@museumofflight.org

Signed Copies of Wings of Valor

Col. Bud Anderson and Brig. Gen. Frank 
Gailer (Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space 

Museum)

27 
Left!
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2017 AFAA Reunion
San Antonio, TX    September 7-10

By: Jon Guttman           
 In 2016, the American Fighter Aces Association had held its reunion in Dallas,TX shortly after 
a month of rain and floods. It held its 2017 reunion in Texas, too—September 7 through 11, a week 
after Hurricane Harvey had ravaged Houston. Fortunately for the participants, this time the chosen 
venue was farther inland at the Holiday Inn in San Antonio, which had been spared the carnage. 
Another blessing to count (as has been the case more with each passing year), was that all 10 aces 
slated to attend—Clarence E. “Bud” Anderson, Abner Aust, Richard Candelaria, Dean Caswell, 
Charles G. “Chick” Cleveland, Fred “Buck” Dungan, Frank Gailer, Lester Gray Jr., Willis E. “Bill” 
Hardy and Steve Ritchie—came, aided by 
American Airlines’ offer to fly them in without 
charge. 
 Thursday, usually a day for settling in, had 
something extra for anyone who came in early 
enough to catch the 1:30 PM bus in the form 
of a visit to Rod Lewis’ Warbird Collection at 
San Antonio International Airport. The highlight 
was a detailed, illustrated firsthand account of 
how one of Lewis’ acquisitions, a Lockheed 
P-38F-1LO Lightning, was freed from 50 
feet of glacial ice in Greenland in 1992, and 
subsequently restored to flightworthiness in 
2002 by Bob Cardin, project manager and head 
of restoration. Afterward, the visitors got to see 
Glacier Girl and two hangars full of other familiar rare birds, including a Curtiss P-40C, a Grumman 
F3F-2, a Douglas A-20G Havoc, a Bell P-39 Airacobra and an original AH-1 Cobra helicopter 
gunship from the Vietnam War. While more guests arrived that evening, the Board of Directors 
gathered for their annual meeting. High on the agenda: the AFAA’s future.
  Friday started out at a relatively leisurely pace, with the morning devoted to free time for 
guests to take in the Riverwalk, the Alamo and other nearby San Antonio attractions. At 1400 hours 
everyone boarded the bus for Randolph Air Force base and its O-Club, named for Korean War Ace 

and local hero Ralph Parr. There the Aces were the center 
of attention at a symposium, where flight instructors and 
graduating cadets were able to ask questions of each of the 
nine Aces in attendance. Each Ace was able to answer in 
his own way and according to his own experience. After that 
and a buffet dinner, it was back to the Holiday Inn and the 
hospitality suite.
 Saturday, as usual, saw the most activity, officially 
starting with the General Business meeting at 0800 
hours (but as usual, really getting underway at 0820!). 
There was a considerable transition in the proceedings, 
with Lt. Gen. Charles G. Cleveland’s announcement that 
he was relinquishing the AFAA presidency after eight 
enthusiastically devoted years. The Wings of Valor project 
had come to fruition, courtesy of Naval Institute Press, and 

though there was still a small amount of debt outstanding, Chick Cleveland remained confident that 
that would be soon made up. Bob Walters’ report also indicated the treasury to be in healthy shape, 
although sales of Ace-related merchandise were down from the previous years. The scholarship

Aces in front of Glacier Girl with Bob Cardin. L-R: Bill Hardy, 
Abner Aust, Bud Anderson, Bob Cardin, Dean Caswell, 

Chick Cleveland, Buck Dungan. (Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Bill Hardy answering questions at the 
Randolph Air Force Base Symposium. 

L-R: Bill Hardy, Richard Candelaria. 
(Photo: Ernie Lee)
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fund was also there for students who were qualified to claim 
it, and applicants had gone up from two to three a year to 
14 this year. Even so, Cleveland expressed concern that 
not enough such candidates among the Aces’ families were 
aware of their eligibility and its availability, appealing to 
members to spread the word. 
 Doug King reported that the Congressional Gold 
Medal is currently on loan to the Museum of Flight and will 
be on exhibit in the Personal Courage Wing this fall. The 
Museum has undergone considerable renovation, including 
a 1,040-square foot Aviation Pavilion connecting the main 
campus with the Aviation High School.
 Historian Frank Olynyk reported 46 known Aces 
remaining, of whom two were from Vietnam, three from 

Korea and the rest from World War II. As of that day, however, 18 more had been confirmed as 
having “gone west”:

Raymond M. Bank, October 8, 2016
William R. Beyer, August 15, 2016
Lawrence A. Clark, July 8, 2017

Daniel B. Driscoll, January 11, 2017
Arthur C. Fieldler Jr., May 11, 2016

Cecil G. Foster, July 5, 2016
Lee V. Grosshuesch, May 7, 2015

John B. Lawler Sr., October 28, 2016
George G. Loving Jr., December 31, 2016

Frank E. McCauley, June 1, 2017
Robert C. Milliken, December, 26 2016
Jeremiah O’Keefe III, August 23, 2016
James G. Percy, September 16, 2015

Spiros N. Pisanos, June 6, 2016
Luther D. Prater, April 1, 2016

Leslie C. Smith, September 2, 2016
Dale F. Spencer, January 2, 2016

Merriwell W. Vineyard, August 17, 2016

 The members voted to expand the Board to 20. 
Candidates for the Board underwent some changes 
this year, starting with Chick Cleveland’s relinquishing 
the presidency, although he was on the ballot for the 
somewhat reduced workload of Ace Vice President. 
Voting resulted in Colonel Dean Caswell as President, 
Cleveland as Ace Vice President, Ward Boyce as 
Friends Vice President, Cliff Neve as Secretary, Robert 
A. Walters as Treasurer and the indispensable Frank 
Olynyk as Historian. Renewing their positions as Board 
members were Abner Aust, Dean Laird, Frank Gailer, 
Steve Ritchie and Dean Caswell, joined by new members 
Colonel Kenneth Cordier, Gloria Clinton, Ed Garland, and 
Ace Lester Gray.

Ace Steve Ritchie talks with a pilot at 
Randolph after the Symposium 

(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Bud Anderson with the Gabreski Top 
Gun Award recipient, 1st Lt. Brian Davis.

(Photo: Ernie Lee)
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Having resolved on another reunion in 2018, outgoing President Cleveland and the Board settled on 
last year’s venue, Dallas. Based on its central location, it’s more likely to attract Aces than having it on 

either coast, and on the greater likelihood of flying there without having to 
change planes for a second flight, as had so often been the case at other 
airports. A date remained to be established, but the consensus was that a 
fall month like September or even October was most desirable.
 Adjournment was followed by the Mixer, with several copies of Wings 
of Valor joining the usual autograph items among the Friends. This went on 
from 1000 to 1130, after which everyone either broke for lunch, rested, or 
retired to the Hospitality Room from 1300 to 1800, when the reception and 
formal banquet began.
 After opening remarks from host 
Colonel Ed Garland, the presentation of the 
Colors, and an invocation from Colonel Eddie 
Pickrell that included a reminder of those 
who were still missing in action, Colonel 
Ward Boyce dispensed with the bell to give a 
sober—and sobering—list of 16 aces whose 

passing had been confirmed since last year.
 After dinner, there was cake for dessert—specially baked to 
celebrate the 102nd birthday of special guest Lt. Col. Richard E. 
Cole, the last surviving member of Jimmy Doolittle’s carrier-launched 
bombing raid on Japan on April 18, 1942. Cole, for his part, came up to 
join our speaker to cut pieces for everybody.
 Following an intermission, the 2017 “Top Gun” awards were 
announced. For the third year in a row, however, only one of the three 
winners could be present to receive his award that night—1st Lt. Brian 
Davis of the U.S. Air Force, who received the Gabby Gabreski Award 

from General Cleveland. The 
Joe Foss Award recipient, 
First Lieutenant Evan Slusser of the U.S. Marine Corps, 
was on deployment and the David McCampbell Award 
recipient, Lieutenant Cameron Thornberry, had already 
committed to attending the Tailhook Reunion. Both would 
receive their awards at a later date.
 After dinner, the guest speaker was the most recently 
retired Chief of Staff of the Air Force, General Mark A. 
Welsh III, whose Air Force career had stretched from to 
1976 to 2016. He currently serves as Dean of the Bush 
School of Government and Public Service at Texas A&M 
University. Welsh spoke of the inspiration that the Aces 
lent to his own endeavors…and to those of a succeeding 
generation. “My son, Matt, asked, ‘Will Dean Caswell be 
there?’ I said: ‘Yes, but why do you ask? You’re in the 

infantry.’ And he answered, ‘Dad, I’m a Marine, and tell him that Marines will never forget.’”
 “When I was Chief of Staff,” Welsh continued, “I stood at Boots Blesse’s gravesite at Arlington 
and spoke of him to his friends. I wore Blesse’s eagles—my father got them from him….I spoke to 
Dick Cole during the final reunion of the Doolittle Raiders. When they drank the last of the brandy 
with which they toasted their comrades through all their reunions, I asked how it tasted. One said, ‘A 
little musty,’ another said, ‘Not so good.’ Cole said ‘It tasted like happy hour!’ I told Cole the first book I 
ever read was Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo. He just said, ‘Thank you.’

Ace Lester Gray at the 
AFAA Mixer

(Photo: Frank Olynyk)

Honoree Dick Cole cutting his 
birthday cake with keynote 
speaker, Gen. Mark Welsh.

(Photo: Doug King)

Top Gun Gabreski Award Winner, 1st. Lt. Brian 
Davis with Ace Chick Cleveland

(Photo: Ernie Lee)



20

“I heard about ‘Old Crow,’ Bud Anderson, when I was eight years old… In 
the summer of ‘72 I was headed for the Air Force Academy. Back in May, 
Roger Locher and Robert Lodge were shot 
down. Locher was recovered, but Lodge 
was killed. In that same fight, a new Ace 
got his start, an Academy graduate started 
getting kills over Vietnam. In August, it was 
number five for Steve Ritchie.
 “What was it that our Aces had? 
Maybe I got the answer from Wing 
Commander Richter, a Spitfire pilot in 
the Battle of Britain. ‘I think clearly we all 
had our skills,” he told me, ‘but the bloody 
Yanks just refused to lose.’
 “You still inspire,” Welsh concluded, 
and called for a toast of his own: “To the 

next Ace—and to those who showed us the way.”
 General Cleveland then announced this year’s Honorees, 
General Welsh and Ernie Lee, based on their meeting the criteria: 
“Number one, interest in the Aces; second, if you’re in position to sing praises of the Aces.” The 
outgoing President then made his “lame duck” remarks. 
 “It was the greatest honor of my civilian life to join this bunch of people,” Cleveland said. “There 
is huge change ahead of us. The power of the Aces will 
inevitably pass to the Friends of the Aces. Now, to take my 
place and guide us on that path, I’ve recruited a Marine, and 
I’ve never known a Marine to turn down a challenge.”
 Dean Caswell than came up to the dais, pledging that 
as president he would “continue to give our history to the 
children,” and that “I will work like hell and I will never give up.” 
Then, as a final token of gratitude to his predecessor, he said, 
“We’re giving you the bird.” An engraved eagle statuette, that 
was.
 In a change of schedule from past conventions, the 
guests were regaled with songs from the 50-member Barber 
Shop Harmony Society, headed by Ed Garland and directed 
by Artie Dolt. Finally, the raffle was held and afterward the 
banquet adjourned. Night owls continued their revelry into the 
night at the Hospitality Room.

 The next day Aces and Friends again departed for 
their respective homes, each no doubt wondering, to one 
degree or another, what the future held when they met 
again in Dallas. Sadly one answer was soon forthcoming 
on September 15, when Bill Hardy became the next Ace 
to go west, at age 97.

Keynote speaker Gen. Mark 
Welsh. (Photo: Jema Hayes)

Incoming AFAA President, Ace Dean 
Caswell, presents outgoing President, 

Ace Chick Cleveland with the bird.
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Bill Hardy with Honoree Ward Boyce and Ace Fred Dungan
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Chick Cleveland presents new 
Honoree, Ernie Lee, with his 

plaque. (Photo: Frank Olynyk)
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Reunion Photos

Aces Dean Caswell and Chick Cleveland 
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Dean Caswell and Acette Mary Caswell by 
the F3F-2 at the Rod Lewis Warbird Collection 

(Photo: Jon Guttman)

Ace Richard Candelaria and daughter, Candy 
Candelaria, talk with a pilot at Randolph AFB 

(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Lester Gray at Randolph AFB 
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Abner Aust at Randolph AFB 
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Steve Ritchie talking with a pilot at 
Randolph AFB after the Symposium. 

(Photo: Ernie Lee)
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Ace Bud Anderson at the AFAA Mixer 
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Richard Candelaria at the AFAA Mixer 
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Bill Hardy at the AFAA Mixer 
(Photo: Frank Olynyk)

Ace Abner Aust at the AFAA Mixer 
(Photo: Frank Olynyk)

Ace Buck Dungan at the AFAA Mixer 
(Photo: Frank Olynyk) Ace Chick Cleveland at the AFAA Mixer 

(Photo: Frank Olynyk)
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Mary Boyce, Ace Chick Cleveland, Ace Lester Gray, 
Honoree Ernie Lee, and Honoree Ward Boyce

(Photo: Frank Olynyk)

Ace Bill Hardy, Terry Kim, and Tracy Kim
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Honoree Scott Thomas, Ace Richard Candelaria, and 
Maria Thomas (Photo: Ernie Lee)

Aces Frank Gailer and Dean Caswell
 (Photo: Ernie Lee)

Rick Emshoff and Ace Buck Dungan
 (Photo: Ernie Lee)

Honorees Frank Olynyk and Dean Wolff
 (Photo: Ernie Lee)
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Honorees Jon Guttman and Dick Cole 
(Photo: Jon Guttman)

Acette Mariana Ritchie, Ace Steve Ritchie, Alice Figalan, 
Vic Figalan, and Honoree Phil Schasker

(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Top Gun Recipient Brian Davis 
and Emily Bergo 

(Photo: Ernie Lee) Acette Paula Gray and Ace 
Lester Gray

(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Honoree Cliff Neve and Betty Neve
(Photo: Jon Guttman)

L-R: David Caswell, Mary Jo Bogatto, 
Ace Dean Caswell, Randy Smith, and 

Acette Mary Caswell
(Photo: Ernie Lee)

Ace Frank Gailer, Cathy Hanson, Jon Hanson
(Photo: Ernie Lee)
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Meet the 2017 Top Gun Recipients
Joe Foss Award
Capt. Evan Slussler, USMC
I was born Sep. 10, 1989 in Hopewell, VA.  Grew up my entire life in VA, moving only a few times 
before we finally settled in Prince George County.  From there I 
attended Virginia Commonwealth University for my first two years 
of college before transferring to Virginia Tech where I graduated 
with a degree in International Relations in the summer of 2011.  
From there I was selected for Officer Candidate School in October 
of 2012, commissioned immediately after and went straight to The 
Basic School.  Graduated from there in 2013.  Went through API 
in November of '13 at NAS Pensacola followed by Primary Flight 
Training at Whiting Field with the VT-3 Red Knights.  In October of 
2014 I selected Strike and moved to Kingsville, TX with VT-21 and 
completed my training in the T-45 in April of 2016.  Selected F-35B 
and moved to Beaufort,SC with VMFAT-501.  After a year of training 
there, I ended up where I am now, out in Iwakuni, Japan with VMFA-
121.  

David McCampbell Award
Lt. Cameron Thornberry, USN

Cameron Thornberry hails from Sacramento, California, where he grew 
up before sneaking his way into the US Naval Academy with the Class 
of 2012 in hopes of one day becoming an aviator. A self-professed 
"nerd," Cameron graduated with a B.S. in Aerospace Engineering and 
spent an additional two years at MIT geeking out while earning his M.S. 
in Aeronautics and Astronautics in 2014. After those six long years, he 
finally began living out his dream of becoming a naval aviator and spent 
the last three years rotating through NAS Pensacola, NAS Whiting Field 
with VT-2, NAS Meridian with VT-7, and is currently finishing up the 
student syllabus at VFA-122. After all that, he's humbled, honored, and 
extremely excited to join the fleet at the end of September.

Gabby Gabreski Award
1st Lt. Brian Davis, USAF
I sincerely want to thank all the Aces and everyone who worked on getting this reunion set up. It 
was a once in a lifetime experience to get to meet all of you and I'll 
remember the weekend that I got to spend with some of my personal 
heroes for the rest of my life. Since I had the privilege of hearing 
some of your incredible stories,  I thought I'd tell you a little bit about 
myself in true fighter pilot fashion. 

I'm Brian Davis currently flying F-16 Vipers in the 55th Fighter 
Squadron at Shaw AFB, SC . I was an Air Force brat so I honestly 
couldn't tell you where my hometown is. My Dad flew Vipers as 
well, my grandpa flew the F-100 and A-7 in Vietnam, and my great 
grandpa flew Corsairs during WWII, so I grew up around military 
aviation and always thought it was the coolest job in the world. I went 
to school and did ROTC at the University of South Carolina, and then 
went to pilot training at Columbus AFB, MS. From there I earned my 
dream jet, the Viper, and moved to Luke AFB, AZ for the F-16 basic 
course. With a little bit of luck and a roll of the dice I ended up back 
in my college town in South Carolina flying the Viper with the Shooters. Currently I'm just trying to 
be the best wingman I can possibly be, but down the road I'd like to go to weapons school so I can 
teach others just as well as my patches and IPs have taught me. 
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Heroes of the 4th Fighter Wing: 75th Anniversary Edition
Major McKennon and Lt Green – The Greatest Rescue

By Dr. Roy Heidicker 
            
 The history of the 4th Fighter Wing includes many stories of great wingmen, including the 
incomparable team of Don Gentile and John Godfrey in World War II.  By adjusting their tactics 
and working closely together in the air combat duels over Europe, they became two of the highest 
scoring American aces of the Second World War.
 But an event occurred in March 1945 in which a wingman risked court martial, imprisonment 

and even death to rescue the pilot he was assigned to cover.  Remarkably, 
that wingman had almost been thrown out of the 4th Fighter Group multiple 
times by the very same pilot he would ultimately save.
 Pierce McKennon displayed considerable musical talent as a young man.  
His mother wanted him to be a classical concert pianist.  He actually won 
a music scholarship to the University of Arkansas.  But despite his ability to 
play the piano, McKennon wanted to be a fighter pilot.
 Fellow 4th Fighter Group fighter ace James Goodson described “Mac” 
McKennon’s piano playing impact on the Group, “He could always 
transform gloom, fear and grief into relaxation, happiness and hope.  Our 
warmest memories of Debden were those precious evenings, each of which 
could have been our last, with Mac, a cigarette dangling from his lower lip, 
pounding away till the beer in his mug perched on the piano was slopping 
over the top.”
 Because of his leadership, skill and 19 kills, Major McKennon was given 
command of the 335th Fighter Squadron.  One of McKennon’s greatest 
leadership challenges was what to do with Lt George Green.  McKennon 

grounded Green four times for infractions that included damaging his plane and borrowing the COs 
jeep without permission.  On at least eight occasions McKennon had threatened to toss Green out of 
the squadron.
 Lt Green was a talented and aggressive pilot so McKennon decided to give him another 
chance.  In an attempt to instill squadron discipline in him, McKennon made Green his own 
wingman.  On March 18, 1945, Major McKennon realized making Lt Green his wingman may have 
been the best decision of his entire life.
 That day Major McKennon, call sign “Horseback,” was 
leading the squadron in an assault on the Prenzlau Airdrome 
which was about 40 miles from Berlin.  The flak was so heavy 
that McKennon radioed all the pilots to check their airplanes for 
damage.  McKennon’s own Mustang had been hit and his gauge was 
registering zero oil pressure.  He had to bail out.  McKennon saw a 
small field and bailed out at 4,000 feet.
 Lt Green and the other 24 pilots in the squadron watched 
Major McKennon safely parachute to earth.  Green decided to do 
something that had never been done by a P-51 Mustang and was 
strictly forbidden by regulations.  Lt Green, Major McKennon’s 
wingman, would attempt to land his plane and rescue his 
commanding officer.  As he made his landing approach Green saw 
German soldiers racing toward McKennon.  He yelled, “Strafe those 
Huns!”  The other pilots did so.
 Lt Green landed and Major McKennon sprinted to the plane.  
Green tossed away as much gear as he could including his dinghy, 
life preserver and parachute.  McKennon also tossed his chute.  If 
they had to bail out on the way home, they were doomed.  If they had to ditch in the Channel, they 
would likely drown in the rough seas.  McKennon released the wing fuel tanks to lighten the load.
 Major McKennon sat on the bottom because he was six foot one.  Green would sit on his lap 
and fly the plane.  A Mustang cockpit is a tight squeeze for one so the two men were really jammed 
in there.  With the short field Green barely got the plane in the air.  The pilots overhead roared their 
approval, with one yelling, “I’ve sure as hell seen everything now!”

Ace Major Pierce 
McKennon

Lt. George Green (Photo: 
American Air Museum in Britain)
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 Lt Green gasped, “God, we’re going to get home!”
 Major McKennon radioed, “Horseback is airborne again.  Okay fellas, form up and let’s go 
home.”
 On the way home they had to go to 18,000 feet because of the weather.  At that altitude an 
oxygen mask is essential, and they only had Lt Green’s mask.  Green noticed that McKennon had 
passed out from lack of oxygen.  He used his mask to revive McKennon.  The rest of the way they 
shared Green’s oxygen mask.  
 When they arrived at Debden, Green radioed the tower and said, “Clear the runway.”
 The tower replied, “Is this an emergency landing?”
 Green responded, “I guess so, we’ve got two pilots in this kite.”
 “You wha-a-at?” asked the tower.
 Green said, “Come on, landing instructions – for two.”
 Sometime after that a general at headquarters was asked why they never court-martialed Lt 
Green.  His response was, “Yeah!  I heard that story, but everyone knows it’s impossible for two 
pilots to get into a P-51 cockpit.”  I don’t think anyone was anxious to court-martial a pilot for risking 
his life to save a fellow pilot.
 No one ever recorded McKennon’s thoughts about being rescued by his errant wingman.  
When Lt Green was asked why he did what he did he replied, “I figured I owed the guy a favor.”  
That “favor” was one of the greatest episodes of dedication and sacrifice in the history of the 4th 
Fighter Wing.

Drawn to the Sky: A Donation of Art
In the January edition of this year’s Bulletin, Vol. 34 No. 1, there 
was an article about Dr. Michelle Bonollo who, inspired by her 
research of Ace Leroy Schreiber, wanted to pay homage to 
the Fighter Aces by sketching them. This past August, the art 
historian and her son visited the Museum of Flight all the way 
from Australia to generously donate her sketches to the the 
AFAA Collection.

Dr. Bonollo donated 15 sketches of 14 different Aces including; 
Ralston Pound, Pappy Boyington, Bud Anderson, Dean Caswell, 
Steve Pisanos, James Percy, Kelly Gross, Richard Braun, 
Myrvin Noble, Paul Lucas, Leroy Schreiber, Roger Haberman, 
Don Gentile, and Richard Candelaria. Make sure to check out 
the upcoming Bulletins for information on how to acquire a copy 
one of these sketches for your collection at home.Dr. Michelle Bonollo going over her 

sketches with Museum Registrar, 
Christine Runte.

Ace Leroy Schreiber
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American Fighter Aces Art Series
Limited Edition Lithographs

NEW!!!
First American Ace (signed by 26 Aces)*                $395 
First American Ace   (signed by Steve Ritchie)*        $150

*Purchase supports AFAA Scholarship Fund

First Sting (signed by Lou Luma) $150 
21 Seconds to Splash 5 (signed by Steve Ritchie) $150
First Victory (signed by George Vaughn) $175
Fifth Victory (signed by Douglas Campbell) $175
Last Victory (signed by Ray Brooks) $175
First Blood (signed by "Tex" Hill) $150
Eagles Prey (signed by C.W. "Red" McColpin) $150
First Marine Ace (signed by Marion Carl) $175
Number 20 for Joe (signed by Joe Foss) $175
One for the Big Friends (signed by "Gabby" Gabreski) $175
Unlucky Seven (signed by David McCampbell) $175
Marianas Turkey Shoot (signed by Alex Vraciu)    $150

Zero Fighter Sweep(signed by Ken Walsh) $175
Strange Encounter (signed by Rudy Augarten) $150
High Noon Over Alicante (signed by Jay Robbins) $175
Yeager's First Jet (signed by Chuck Yeager) $175
There Went Number Ten (signed by Boots Blesse)$150
Night Victory (signed by Guy Bordelon) $150
Triple Play (signed by Herman Ernst) $150
A Record for Russo (signed by Mike Russo) $150
Adding Insult to Injury(signed by Jerry Collinsworth) $150
Yeager's Last Military Flight (signed by Chuck Yeager) $250
Scotty's Last Combat(signed by Robert L. Scott, Jr.) $175
Showdown  Over Berriere(signed by Ken Dahlberg) $175

Christmas Over Rangoon (signed by Chuck Older, 
Ken Jernstedt, R.T. Smith, "Duke" Hedman & 
Parker DuPouy) $275

Mission Accomplished (signed by Rex Barber, John 
Mitchell, Besby Holmes, Jack Jacobson, Del Goerke, 
& Roger Ames(Yamamoto Mission survivors) $275

Danger! Lightning Nearby (signed by Charles
MacDonald, Joe Forster, Jack Purdy, John Loisel,
Jack Mankin, "Bo" Reeves, Calvin Wire, Frank
Nichols, Warren Lewis, P.J. Dahl, and Elliott
Summer) $275

UNSIGNED LITHOGRAPHS
Lou IV by Roy Grinnell $35
Moondream by Roy Grinnell $35
Zodiac Double Trouble by Roy Grinnell $35
Blue Angel Number One by Ernie Boyette (signed) $75
Guy Bordelon by Ernie Boyette (signed) $60

SIGNED POSTER
Jim Morehead P-40  (signed by Jim Morehead) $50

$200.00
$85.00

BOOKS 
American Fighter Aces Signed Album       
American Fighter Aces Unsigned Album  

OTHER MERCHANDISE

$10.00
$2.00

Ace Notecards (signed) 
Ace Notecards (unsigned) 

American Fighter Aces MerchandiseAmerican Fighter Aces Merchandise

Ordering Information
Call  206-764-5704, between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. PDT

-or-
Send purchase requests to:

American Fighter Aces Association, 
9404 E. Marginal Way S. , Seattle WA 98108-4097

-or-
visit www.AmericanFighterAces.org

Washington State residents add 9.5 % sales tax. 
Credit/debit cards are accepted

for payment and shipping.
Don’t forget to use 

your 15% membership discount

Shipping & Handling Charges (Domestic)

The shipping and handling charges are determined 
by the total amount of the sale.
Up to $14.99 = $9.00
$15.00 to $29.99 = $11.00
$30.00 to $59.99 = $13.00
$60.00 to $99.99 = $16.00
$100.00 to $149.99 = $18.00
$150.00 to $249.99 = $21.00
$250.00 to $1000.00 = $26.00 

Please contact us for International, Hawaii and Alaska shipping costs. 
Oversized items may have an additional surcharge. Please contact us 
for details.
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Roy Grinnell Studio

As the Official Artist, and an Honoree, of the American Fighter Aces Association, Roy has 
completed close to 50 original paintings, accurately portraying the aerial combat of Aces 
from WWI, WWII, Vietnam and the Korean War. His book, Roy Grinnell: Artist of the Aces, 

contains 159 images of his wonderful artwork. 
For more info or to make purchases, please visit:

www.roygrinnell.com
www.facebook.com/roygrinnell.aviationart

or call 214-537-4661



30

 
John Barry Lawler Sr. (September 15, 1921 - October 28, 2016)

John Barry Lawler, Sr. of Mechanicsburg, PA passed away on October 28, 2016 at 
the Bridges at Bent Creek in PA at age 95.
  He was born September 15th, 1921 in Norfolk, VA to the late Vincent 
Joseph and Marion (Ewell) Lawler. 
  Mr. Lawler was raised in Baltimore, MD where he attended catholic 
schools including Mount Saint Joseph High School. Following high school he went 
on to attend college prior to enlisting in the Army Air Corp. 
  During WWII he served with the Army Air Corp and was assigned to the 
2nd Fighter Squadron, 52nd Fighter Group. He flew 120 combat missions in the 
European Theater as a British Spitfire and P-51 pilot, 90 of those missions as 
flight leader. Capt. Lawler flew raids in Ploesti, Budapest and Vienna flying 325 
combat hours and destroying 11 enemy aircraft. 
  For these actions he was awarded the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying 
Cross with 1 Oak leaf cluster and the Air Commendation Medal with 16 Oak leaf 

clusters. Captain Lawler was the last surviving Double Ace in Pennsylvania. Upon returning from combat he 
went on to become a flight supervisor and pilot instructor stationed in Florida. After leaving the military, he 
worked for and had a long career with Commercial Credit from which he retired. 
 He is survived by three sons, John Barry, Jr. of Enola, Thomas Vincent (Kristine) of Algonquin, IL, and 
Michael Richard of Mechanicsburg; 10 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. He was proceeded in death 
by his beloved wife Catherine, daughter Kathleen Nadler Leitzel; his parents Vincent and Marion; his siblings 
Vincent, Marion Annette (Ann), Jean, Mary Sue and William. (Patriot-News and Fighter Aces Album)

Lawrence A. Clark (February 8, 1923 - July 8, 2017)
Lawrence Arthur "Larry" Clark of San Clemente, CA passed away peacefully on July 
8, 2017 at age 94.
 He was born on February 8, 1923 in Bell, California, attended Compton Junior 
College for a year before entering the Navy's V-5 flight training program in Phoenix, 
AZ on August 26, 1942. Following primary and basic flight training in California and 
Oklahoma, he recieved his Navy "Wings of Gold" and was commisioned as an ensign 
of January 12, 1944 at NAS Corpus Christi, Texas.
 Assigned to VF-83, Clark trained briefly in Atlantic City and Ayer, Massachusetts 
prior to sailing for further training in Hawaii. The air group was then assigned to the 
USS Essex on March 11, 1945, flying Hellcats.
 Participating in the fighter sweeps over the Japanese homeland on March 18-19, 
1945, on the afternoon of March 19, Clark pursued a Judy attacking the fleet. Flying 

through heavy friendly anti-aircraft fire after the dive-bomber, he downed it just a few hundred feet above its 
target.
 The carrier moved on to support the Okinawa invasion during the first week of April . On D-Plus-2, April 
3, Clark scored a mixed bag of Japanese aircraft near Tokuno Shima. Between 1790-1750, he later claimed 
a Judy, a Val, and a Tony. Three days later, the Japanese launched a large kamikaze attack against the US 
invasion fleet, and in three missions VF-83 shot down 56 Japanese. Clark became an Ace by splashing a 
Sonia and Zeke in the afternoon mission over Amani and Tokuno Shimas. He scored his last victory when he 
shot down a Betty attempting to attack the fleet on April 17.
 Clark left active duty following the war but continued to serve in the Naval Reserves until July 1968, 
when he retired as a lieutenant commander. Entering civilian life, he was an insurance broker in California 
from 1947 until he retired in 1984. (Fighter Aces Album)

LAST FLIGHTS
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Willis E. Hardy (March 3, 1920 - September 15, 2017)
Cmdr. Willis E. (Bill) Hardy, US Navy, Retired passed away peacefully 
at age 97 in the loving company of his family on September 15, 2017. 
He is survived by his wife of 72 years Marilyn Burke Hardy; daughters 
Charlee Hardy (Ed Riggs) and Sandra Hardy Reigel (Don); grandchildren 
Erik Launder, Sean Launder (Vicki), Emily Beeks, Andrew Hutchins, and 
Elizabeth Reigel Kramer (Wesley). He is also survived by brother John 
Hardy (Sue), sister Betty Jacobs (Johnnie), and many nephews and 
nieces--particularly Ed Hardy (Paula), who was very close to his uncle. He 
was predeceased by daughter Annette Hardy Hutchins and six siblings. 
  Cmdr. Hardy was a long-time resident of San Juan Capistrano, 
CA and a native Californian. He was born in Corning, CA in 1920 to Willis 
and Lulu Hardy, the oldest of nine children. He graduated from San Diego 
Academy, and was working his way through Southern California Junior 

College by milking cows when the call of adventure enticed him to join the US Navy in 1939.
 He rose quickly through the ranks of the Navy during the early days of World War II, and he earned 
the rank of ensign as a new naval aviator. As a member of the Navy’s VF-17 squadron, he joined the USS 
Hornet aircraft carrier and proceeded to distinguish himself on numerous occasions as a fearless warrior in 
the Pacific Theater of the war. 
 He flew Corsair aircraft in early war missions and supported the United States Marine Corps in the 
1945 invasion of Iwo Jima through preemptive aerial bombing destruction of gun caves on Mount Suribachi. 
As a lieutenant junior grade, Cmdr. Hardy earned the distinction of Ace in a Day by shooting down five 
enemy aircraft that were on an aerial suicide mission in the Pacific. That day’s dogfight was fierce, and after 
the fray he and his wingman navigated in their F6F Hellcats back to their carrier with perilously low fuel levels 
in the dark, with no visual cues and only intermittent radio signals as guidance. They eventually made it back 
to the carrier by following the large phosphorescent waves in the wake of the blacked-out carrier. 
 Cmdr. Hardy participated in more daring aerial combat missions in World War II and earned the 
nickname “Medals.” He was credited with 6-1/2 downed enemy aircraft, one probable enemy aircraft down, 
and 2-1/5 damaged enemy aircraft. During the Korean War, he trained Navy night fighter pilots. After the 
conclusion of the Korean war, he served on the USS Corson (APV-37). He was awarded the China Service 
Medal for his role as fighter director officer for photoreconnaissance flight missions over the People’s 
Republic of China in 1954, and was subsequently promoted to lieutenant commander. The following year he 
was promoted to executive officer of the Navy’s VF-51 squadron.
 In 1959, Cmdr. Hardy retired from the United States Navy as a commander, was an avid antique 
restorer, and had a successful career in aerospace for North American Rockwell and the Collins Radio 
Division. He was a proud member and advocate of the American Fighter Aces Association, where he served 
in a variety of roles including president. He has been honored for his service by a number of organizations 
and institutions, including the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum. His military service decorations 
included the Navy Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with four gold stars, and the Presidential Unit 
Citation. (Provided by Hardy Family)

A Celebration of Life service will be held on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 1:00 pm at McCormick & Son 
Mortuaries in Laguna Hills, CA. A military funeral service will be held at Miramar National Cemetery in San 
Diego, CA on Monday, October 30, 2017 at 2:00 pm. 

Memorial donations in honor of Cmdr. Bill Hardy can be made to the American Fighter Aces Association, c/o 
Matt Hayes, Museum of Flight, 9404 E. Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA 98108-4094 or online at https://
www.museumofflight.org/Giving/donate.
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                       Celebrate and Commemorate the American Fighter Aces with Limited Edition Lithographs by Roy Grinnell! 
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