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Association President's Message 

Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors, and Honorees: 

Our Ace's Association was founded in 1960, recognizing the 1450 combat pilots that qualified as 
Aces for action in World War I, WW II. Korea and Vietnam. In individual combat they contributed 
to the security of our country in times of war. Since that day, membership in the Association has 
continued to inspire patriotism and set a high example for our youth in America.

Our mission each year is to remind our public of the commitment the pilots had, to remain confident 
and courageous. It seemed to always be one on one or against the odds, playing the hand they 
were dealt. Betting it all. The Association's commitment transcends time and continues to be the 
direction we want to go.

I have a large number of helpers in getting the Association's day's work done and I owe many a 
"Thank You" for their efforts. The Board of Directors officers give continually of their time on com-
mittees and are joined by Friends and volunteers to participate in study groups. In order to continue 
our mission of the future as an educational organization a few changes will have to be made and 
will require help of some strong donors to get good results. I encourage our Friends of the AFAA to 
help us in advice, suggestions and recruited a larger membership for support.

Thanks again for all the help we are getting and that includes the new team from the Museum of 
Flight. I am very encouraged about the future. Daily, I "Count my many Blessings". Have a great 
April and its many flowers.

Respectfully,

Colonel Dean Caswell USMC (Ret)         April 2018



3

Volume 35, No.2 / 2018

CONTENTS
  

7    ACE PROFILE: DICK FLEISCHER
 JON GUTTMAN                                                                                                                   

13  2017 AFAA SCHOLARSHIP RECEPIENTS

15  PILOTS AND THE PLAINS
 SETH MARGOLIS 
      
16  NEWS FROM THE ACES

22  BILLY SAVES HIS FRIEND
 CLIFF NEVE 

 

                                 

AMERICAN

FIGHTER
ACES  & FRIENDS
 BULLETIN

Published by the American Fighter Aces Association
in conjunction with The Museum of Flight.

OFFICE:
American Fighter Aces Association
9404 East Marginal Way South
Seattle, WA 98108-4097

T: (206) 768-7166
F: (206) 764-5707
E: AFAA@museumofflight.org
W: www.americanfighteraces.org

AFAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

President
Col. Dean Caswell, USMC (Ret.) ('20)

Ace Vice President
Lt. Gen. Charles G. Cleveland USAF (Ret.) ('19)

Friends Vice President
Col. James W. Boyce, USAF (Ret.) ('19)

Secretary
Clifford G. Neve ('18)

Treasurer
Robert A. Walters ('19)

Historian
Dr. Frank Olynyk, Ph.D. ('18)

Board Members
Col. C.E. "Bud" Anderson, USAF (Ret.) ('19)
Col. Abner Aust, Jr. USAF (Ret.) ('20)
Col. Kenneth Cordier, USAF (Ret.) ('20)
Gloria Clinton ('20)
L/Cdr. Fred L. Dungan, USN (Ret.) ('18)
Brig. Gen. Frank L. Gailer, Jr. USAF (Ret.) ('20)
Col. Edward Garland, USAF (Ret.) ('20)
Cdr. Lester Gray, Jr. USN (Ret.) ('20)
Matt Hayes (Ex-Officio)
Cmdr. Dean S. Laird, USN (Ret.) ('20)
Brig. Gen. Richard "Steve" Ritchie, USAF (Ret.) ('20)
Phil Schasker ('18)
Dennis "Scott" Thomas, ('19)
Dr. Gregg Wagner,  Ph.D., ('18)
Dean Wolff, ('19)

Historian & Secretary Emeritus
William N. "Bill" Hess

STAFF

Editor/AFAA Administrator
Jema Hayes                       JHayes@museumofflight.org
 
Merchandise Sales        store@museumofflight.org

twitter.com/afaatmof

facebook.com/americanfighteraces

Cover: Second Lieutenant Richard H. Fleischer proudly 
proclaims his qualified aviator status before going off to war 
(Courtesy of Richard Fleischer)

 
 DEPARTMENTS

 AFAA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE                       2 
 MUSEUM PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE                 4
 BIRTHDAYS & JOIN THE FRIENDS                  5
 WINGS OF VALOR     6
 AFAA MERCHANDISE                                      12 
 ROY GRINNELL: ARTIST OF THE ACES        19
 LAST FLIGHTS                                                  20


