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Association President's Message 

Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors, and Honorees:

 We note that the 56th Aces reunion in September in San Antonio has been changed from late in the month 
to September 7-10. Full information about the reunion is included in other sections of the Bulletin. See you 
in San Antonio!

We have a new Aces Administrator, Jema Hayes (no kin to Matt). She is experienced in the ways of non-
profits and museums and is very interested in the Aces. The undersigned spent two days at the Museum 
of Flight recently to meet her, to talk to the staff and leadership of the Museum,  and to discuss Aces 
requirements and responsibilities. Jema is young, smart, eager to serve as the Aces Administrator, and has 
had a good overlap with Arthur Bednar. 

Since before Bill Hardy’s days as president, our annual expenses have exceeded our income, mainly because 
the sales of our lithographs have decreased sharply (in tandem with a sagging art market nationwide). The 
bull stock market has kept us well solvent, and we actually have more funds in our two invested accounts, 
Scholarship and Corporate, than we did in 2008 (that was the year of the crash). Discussions with Matt 
Hayes about our financial issues were productive and will continue. Look for more movement in this area.

The Smithsonian Institution has sent the original Congressional Gold Medal to the Museum of Flight for 
safekeeping and display. The unveiling ceremony will be in November in concert with the Museum’s Veterans 
Day celebration, and everyone who can be there is invited. Under guard, the CGM will be anchored alone 
in a rotating glass case in the center of the lobby leading to the aircraft displays, the absolute best spot 
available. 

The unsigned book Wings of Valor is available at the Museum’s bookstore at list price. It can also be ordered 
on-line or in person from any bookseller, e.g., Books-a-Million or Barnes & Noble, and from Amazon. In 
addition, there are 50 books at MOF signed by the 14 Aces who attended the ball at the Wings over 
the Rockies Museum back in November. They sell for $200, with the proceeds going to help pay for the 
production costs of the book.

The Grim Reaper has been relatively kind to us recently, with two Aces having flown West: Daniel Driscoll, 
United Staes Navy,  five victories; and George Loving, USAAF, five victories. Happy landings, sirs. Aces 
left: 50.

Respectfully, 

General Charles "Chick" Cleveland, USAF (Ret)                                                                         March 2017
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Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors and Honorees:

 The arrival of spring and warmer weather has us already looking ahead to Texas this fall. 
Ed Garland has been tirelessly planning and coordinating the upcoming reunion in San Antonio 
and we could not be more excited. A huge thank you to American Airlines for once again providing 
complimentary travel for our Fighter Aces. I am looking forward to seeing you all this September in 
San Antonio.

 May will be a busy time at the Museum of Flight.  On May 20th, the new Apollo space exhibit 
will open and feature a full scale F-1 engine on loan from the Marshall Space Flight Center as well 
as components of the original F-1 engines from the Apollo 12 and Apollo 16 missions.  On May 27th, 
friend of the AFAA Ed dos Santos will be presenting another installment of the “Art of War” series 
with this one focusing on the WWI Aces featured in our lithograph collection. The public program 
will celebrate the lives of courageous and brave American fighter pilots and reveal how these men 
were among the first to earn the “Ace” title.   

 Later in the fall, the Museum’s attention turns to the upcoming Congressional Gold Medal 
exhibit opening in November as part of our Veterans Day celebration. Watching the President sign 
the legislation in the Oval Office, standing with all of you in Capitol when the Medal was presented, 
and meeting your families and friends later at the Smithsonian were truly among the great honors 
of my life.  We can’t wait to share that with public here at the Museum of Flight, and to make 
available easily replicable plans for similar exhibits at other museums that would also like to honor 
you.  Further details will be shared as we get closer to opening day so mark your calendars now for 
November 11 and plan to join us for this special event.  

Sincerely,

Doug King
CEO and President 
The Museum of Flight                                                                                                                March 2017                                                 

 

Museum President's Message 
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 ACE BIRTHDAYS
MAY - JULY

Name             Birthdate
  
Kenneth B. Lake              5/14/1924
David C. Wilhelm            5/19/1919
Donald M. McPherson           5/25/1922

Robert C. Milliken    6/6/1922
Lester L. Arasmith    6/9/1924
Robert B. Carlson            6/17/1921
R. Stephen Ritchie            6/25/1942
Henry Buttelmann                 6/26/1929

Richard G. Candelaria           7/14/1922
Clarence A. Borley            7/17/1924
Dean Caswell            7/24/1922
Fred L. Dungan            7/27/1921
Lester E. Gray Jr.             7/27/1922

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE 
AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

(Auxiliary of the American Fighter Aces Association)

BASIC MEMBERS receive:
• Membership card, certificate, lapel pin and decal (pin and        
 decal with initial year's membership only).
• Subscription to the quarterly American Fighter Aces 
 Bulletin, featuring articles by teh Aces and others.
• Free admission to the Museum of Flight 
 in Seattle, Washington — "Home of the Fighter Aces"
•  A 15% discount on all AFAA items sold through the 
 Museum Store and AFAA website

All this for just $40.00 a year ($45.00 Foreign)

THE HIGHER LEVEL MEMBERSHIPS BELOW
OFFER THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:
BASIC II MEMBERS receive:
• Ten photographs with biographical sketches of American 
 Fighter Aces, (8" x 10" format), suitable for framing, with  
 five personally autographed by the Ace pictured.

$50.00 a year ($55.00 Foreign)

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS receive:
• Free family admission to the Museum of Flight

$60.00 a year ($65.00 Foreign)

PATRON MEMBERS receive:
•  A beautiful 550 page hardbound American Fighter Aces 
   Album featuring biographical sketches and photos of all the Aces
                              $500.00 a year

LIFETIME MEMBERS receive:
• 600 photographs with biographical sketches of American Fighter 

Aces (8" x 10" format), with more than 300 personally signed by 
the Ace.             $1000.00 (one time payment)

Sign up online by visiting our website
www.AmericanFighterAces.org
FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS OF
THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES ASSOCIATION.  Yes __ No __

__  New Membership Name ________________________  
__  Renewal Street/PO Box _________________
__  Change of Address City/State/Zip _________________
__  Gift Membership Country ______________________
  E-Mail _______________________
  Phone _______________________

Please enroll me as a __________________ member.
Enclosed is a check payable to the American Fighter Aces in the 
amount of: $ ____________  Add $10 for foreign addresses.
Circle brand of credit card:  VISA   MASTERCARD   DISCOVER      AMEX

Card Number___________________________ EXP_____

Signature:  ___________________________________________

Send to: American Fighter Aces
9404 East Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA 98108-4097

For additional info call 206-768-7166

Meet the New Editor and AFAA 
Administrator
Jema Hayes grew up in North Carolina where she 
graduated from the University of North Carolina 
Greensboro with degrees in anthropology and 
archaeology. She then moved to Seattle and got a job 
running the volunteer program for a local environmental 
non-profit. For six years she oversaw the outreach, 
recruitment, communications, event coordination and 
logistics, and facilitating 
outdoor stewardship events. 
She left that position to return 
to graduate school at the 
University of Washington to 
get her master's degree in 
Museum Studies. While in 
school she both worked and 
volunteered for the Museum 
of Flight. After graduation she 
continued her work at the 
Museum of Flight as an 
educator and is looking 
forward to taking on this new 
role as the Aces Administrator.
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Ace Profile
Clive Warman, America's Forgotten SPAD Ace in the RFC

 By Jon Guttman

Clive Wilson Warman, early in his wartime career as a member of the Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry. (Royal Air Force)

 A member of the German air service since 
January 1916 and a fighter pilot with Jagdstaffel 
9 since November, Leutnant Heinrich Kroll did not 
score his first aerial victory until May 1, 1917, but 
he got three more by the end of the month, the 
most significant of which came on May 25, when 
the Spad VII pilot he shot down turned out to be 
Lieutenant René Dorme of escadrille N.3, one 
of the leading French aces with 23 confirmed 
victories at the time of his death. On July 1 Kroll 
was transferred to take charge of Jasta 24.
 With six victories to his credit and a squadron 
under his command, Kroll’s star was certainly on 
the rise, but during a dogfight on July 27 he got a 
humbling reminder of the folly of underestimating 
Spads. “I attacked ten Spads and brought one out 
of the formation”’ he wrote. “Using every possible 
maneuver, I circled with him from 4,000 meters 
down to 2,500 meters. Then he suddenly turned 
and went on the offensive. He shot my inlet pipes 
and induction valves and the result was, of course, 
a fire in the carburetor. This is the worst thing that 
can happen in an air fight since there is a sheet 
of flames and the pilot is burned alive. However, 

when this happens, one must not lose his nerve. I 
immediately turned off the petrol, switched off the 
ignition, and dived steeply! The machine smoked 
and burned, my face was full of fuel and oil so that 
I could not see out of my goggles; I tore them off at 
800 meters and looked for a place to land. With a 
stationary propeller, I pulled up over a row of trees, 
under a high tension cable, took some telephone 
wires with me, and landed in an open field where 
the machine came to rest on its nose. I was not in 
the least hurt and was able to thank God that I had 
had such a deliverance! But my poor machine…
my gray and white steed, was completely broken.”
  Kroll, who at least survived his encounter, 
had been the victim of a Spad VII, but his 
adversary had been neither French nor British, 
but an American—one of many who had quietly 
entered the Royal Flying Corps while their more 
flamboyant colleagues of the famous escadrille 
Spa.124 “Lafayette” were attracting more attention 
in French service. Born in Norfolk, Virginia, on May 
30, 1892, Clive Wilson Warman abandoned a civil 
engineer practice to slip north to join the Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry in August 1914. 
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Wounded during the Second Battle of Ypres in May 
1915, he served during the suppression of the April 
1916 Easter Rebellion in Dublin, Ireland, in April 
1916. He transferred to the RFC that summer and 
displayed such skill early on in his training that he 
was retained for some time as an instructor. Finally, 
in late May 1917 he got a front-line posting to No. 
23 Squadron, based at La Lovie aerodrome in 
Flanders.

 
 
 
 

   Since February 1917 No. 23 Squadron had 
been equipped with the Spad VII. Developed in 
France by the Société Anonyme pour  l’Aviation et ses 
Dérivés, the Spad VII was powered by a Hispano-
Suiza 8A V-8 engine ranging in power from 140 to 
180 hp, and was armed with a single synchronized 
.303-inch Vickers machine gun. With a maximum 
speed of 119 mph it had made its combat debut in 
August 1916 and swiftly established a reputation 
for ruggedness and reliability that made it a favorite 
among France’s leading aces. The RFC, struggling 
to develop fighters capable of matching the German 
Albatros D.III, hedged its bets somewhat by 
purchasing Spad VIIs as well as licenses to produce 
its own, though the only units on the Western Front 
to receive them were Nos. 19 and 23 squadrons. The 
latter unit produced a number of successful fighter 
pilots, foremost of whom was Captain William J.C. 
Kennedy-Cochran-Patrick from Ayrshire, Scotland, 
18 of whose 21 credited victories were scored in 
Spad VIIs. 
 Warman, assigned Spad B1698, took little 
time to get into his own fighting stride, bringing 

down an Albatros D.III over Thorout on July 6. 
It is possible that his first opponent was a future 
German ace, Vizefeldwebel Fritz Loerzer of 
Jasta 26, who was slightly wounded in action 
that day, but would go on to eventually score 11 
victories. After destroying a Rumpler two-seater 
over Comines on July 13, possibly crewed by 
Vizefeldwebel Georg Fick and Leutnant der 
Reserve Peter von Ustinow of Flieger Abteilung 
(Artillerie) 250, who were killed at nearby 
Hollebeke, Warman, now flying Spad B1581, was 
credited with an Albatros “out of control” north of 
Menin on July 27—Kroll’s Albatros D.V 2075/17 
representing his third victory in a fortnight. 
Warman finished the month with an Albatros 
D.III destroyed southwest of Westroosebeke on 
the 31st, and became an ace when he burned a 
balloon on August 9.  
 At 0620 hours on August 12 Warman, 
in B1581, shared in downing an Albatros D.V 
over Gheluvelt with Lieutenant Standish Conn 
O’Grady, an Irish member of 23 Squadron 
who would survive the war with nine victories. 
Their victim may have been yet another 
budding German ace, Leutnant Julius Buckler, 
commander of Jasta 17, whose postwar memoir 
“Malaula!” includes an account, that, allowing 
for his mistaking the relatively rare (in British 
markings) Spads for “Sopwiths,” has some 
intriguing parallels to it:
 “On this day I was flying alone and 
encountered two Sopwiths at the front. They 
thought that with their combined force they would 
make short work of me, but they were fooling 
themselves. It did not take me long to gain a 
height advantage, and therewith the upper hand.
 “One of them appeared to turn away, but 
did not think at all of flying home but instead 
started to climb. I observed him closely, and 
likewise climbed. At 4500 meters we had 
approached to within 150 meters of each other. I 
wanted to wait a bit more, but at this distance—
my opponent was definitely using a telescopic 
sight when he fired—my machine was hit by a 
salvo and I felt a terrible blow to the left side of 
my chest.
 “I raced at about 2000 revs down to 100 
meters, leveled the machine and began to glide. 
I was rendered temporarily unconscious during 
this dive, but like a miracle I came to at just the 
right time. The lining of my coat was turned 

Heinrich Claudius Kroll of Jasta 24 had six victories to his 
credit when he apparently became Warman’s third. He would 
nevertheless survive the war with 33 victories and the Orden 

Pour le Mérite. (San Diego Air and Space Museum)
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outwards and blood oozed red out of the hole. 
I could hardly life my left arm. This was no time 
for an emergency landing amidst the shell holes! 
Without the customary circuit of honor around the 
airfield, which usually signified a victory, I landed 
with the last ounce of my strength.”
 Rushed to the military hospital at Bruges, 
Buckler, fortunate to be alive, was out of the war 
for five weeks, but returned to Jasta 17 and would 
survive the war with 35 victories and the Orden 
Pour le Mérite. Meanwhile, Warman was not 

through for the day. Switching to his other Spad, 
B1698, he shot down a second Albatros east of 
Polygon Wood at 1245 that afternoon. 
 On August 15 Warman destroyed an 
Albatros over the Houthulst Forest at 1825 
hours and sent another down out of control over 
Zonnebeke at 2000. One of these may have 
been Unteroffizier Hermann Brettel of Jasta 10, 
wounded in the arm at 1900 near Moorslede, 
southeast of Houthulst and Zonnebeke. At 0450 
the next morning he downed a DFW C.V at Beveren 
aerodrome and burned a balloon of Ballonzug 6 
near Passchendaele ten minutes later. Making his 
way back to Allied lines he had to fight his way 
through three German fighters, during which his 
machine gun jammed and he ended up firing his 
Very light at them and finally, out of a combination 
of desperation and frustration, he threw the small 
wooden hammer used for clearing gun jams at 

the nearest of them before finally escaping and 
returning to his aerodrome in disgust.  
 After adding another Albatros D.V to his 
score over Passchendaele on August 18, Warman 
was made a flight leader, but on August 20 he 
was grievously wounded and spent nearly a year 
recovering. During that time some honors caught 
up with him on January 9, 1918. One was for the 
Military Cross:
 “For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 
duty. He has on all occasions proven himself to be 
an exceptionally skillful and gallant pilot, having in 
the space of six weeks brought down six machines 
and brought down a hostile balloon. He has also 
driven down at least five other enemy machines, 
having displayed a consistent determination to 
attack at close range regardless of personal 
danger.”
 On the same day he was gazetted for the 
Distinguished Service Order: 
 “For conspicuous gallantry and devotion 
to duty. For two days, whilst operating under very 
difficult conditions in high wind and against strong 
hostile opposition, he destroyed three enemy 
machines and a balloon. He displayed the greatest 
dash and fearlessness in attacking an enemy 
aerodrome, and on one occasion, when separated 
from his patrol, and surrounded by 20 hostile 
machines, he fought his way through, although 
his machine gun was useless, by attacking them 

with his “Very” pistol; eventually regaining his own 
aerodrome with his machine much shot about. 
His wonderful coolness and courage have on all 
occasions been beyond praise.”

Leutnant Julius Buckler’s mechanics pose before “Mops,” 
his Albatros D.V of Jasta 17. Buckler’s may have been the 
Albatros jointly credited to Warman and Irish squadron 
mate Lieutenant Standish O’Grady on August 12, 1917. 

(Johan Visser via Jon Guttman)

Clive Warman as he appeared in Volume 8 of Aerial Age 
Weekly, published February 17, 1919, for receiving the 

Distinguished Service Award. (Aerial Age Weekly)
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  In mid-1918 Warman, out of the hospital but not fully recovered from his wound, was assigned to 
the War Ministry in London. It was in that capacity that he saw the end of the war. He finally returned to 
flying in February 1919, when he was assigned to the newly forming No.1 Canadian Squadron, Royal 
Canadian Air Force, as a flight leader with the rank of captain. On May 8, however, Warman crashed in 
a sewage farm near Edmonton, British Columbia, and died of his injuries in hospital on June 12, 1919.
 Obscured by his service under British arms, Clive Warman has been virtually forgotten by his 
own countrymen, but he deserves better. In a combat career spanning only three months, he became a 
double ace in some of the most intense aerial combat of World War I. One can only speculate how far he 
might have come had he not been wounded, but as it stands, the high percentage of German casualties 
that coincide with his victories, three of whom may have been aces in their own right, attest to Warman’s 
being among the most skilled and deadly fighter pilots in the Flanders sector. 

References:

Norman L.R. Franks and Frank W. Bailey, Over the Front, Grub Street, London, 1992.

Norman Franks,  Frank W. Bailey and Rick Duiven, Casualties of the German Air Service 1914-18920, 
Grub Street, London, 1999.

Heinrich Kroll, “A Fighter Pilot on the Western Front,” Cross & Cockade (USA) Journal, Vol. 14, No.2, p. 
181. 

Greg VanWyngarden, Aces of Jagdstaffel 17, Osprey Publishing, Botley, Oxford, 2013, p.57.

An early example of a SPAD VII of No.23 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps—photographed in enemy hands. A6682, flown 
by 2nd Lt. F. C. Craig was brought down in a dogfight on April 22, 1917 by Hauptmann Paul Hennig von Osterroht, 

commander of Jagdstaffel 12. The pilot, and Lt. F.C. Craig, was taken prisoner. (Jon Guttman)
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Available now
through U.S. Naval Institute Press

Visit www.usni.org 
to pick up your copy today!
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News of the AFAA
Aces and Friends Luncheon, October 14, 2016

By: Honoree, Col. Lee Forbes              Photos: Bryan Miller
     
 The last of our 2016 scheduled Aces and Friends of the Aces Luncheons occurred on Friday, 
October 14, at the Petroleum Club here in San Antonio.    We had a good turnout with 35 individuals 
in attendance including two Aces, one Ace Ette, four Honorees, 10 Friends of the Aces and 18 Guests 
including, 10 Active Duty Air Force Pilots from JBSA-Randolph.  With 
our goal of becoming an official Chapter of the Friends of the Aces 
Organization we are conducting an out-reach program to recruit 
active duty military members who are stationed in the San Antonio 
area.   At the conclusion of this meeting, one of our local area Aces 
made a surprising announcement that I’ll cover later in this article. 
 After a delicious lunch, I made opening remarks and led all of 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance , followed by our Chaplain, Colonel Bill 
Jacobs USAF (Ret),  providing an invocation.  At this point I introduced 
everyone in attendance starting with the Aces, Ace Ettes, Honorees, 
Friends of the Aces and Guests. 
 The Aces present were: Brig general Frank Gailer, USAF (Ret), 
our Senior Ace and host, who was a WWII P- 51 Mustang Ace in the 
363 FS, 357 FG, 8 AF (ETO) with 5.5 confirmed victories and was a 
POW of the Germans in Stalag 1 from November 1944 until the end of 
the War.  His decorations include 3 Legions of Merit, 2 Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, the Purple Heart, and 21 Air Medals.  He is also 

a member of the AFAA 
Board of Directors.  General Gailer flew Combat in both 
WWII and Vietnam and Colonel Dean Caswell USMC 
(Ret), who was a WWII F4U Corsair Ace in VMF-221 (PTO) 
aboard the USS Bunker Hill, with 7 confirmed victories.  His 
decorations include the Silver Star, 2 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses and 5 Air Medals.  He is the Vice-President of 
the AFAA.  Colonel Caswell has the distinction of flying 
combat in WWII, Korea and Vietnam. 
 We had one Ace Ette in attendance, Colonel Caswell’s 
wife, Mary, who was the widow of the late USMC WWII F4F 
Wildcat and F4U Corsair Ace, Colonel Archie Donahue, 
who had 14 confirmed victories.  His decorations included 
the Navy Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross and 7 Air 
Medals. 

 We had four Honorees in attendance:  Colonel Ward Boyce, USAF (Ret), former Executive Director 
of the AFAA and current member of the AFAA Board of Directors; 
Myself, Lt Colonel Dick Cole, USAF (Ret), Doolittle Raider; and Cliff 
Neve, AFAA Secretary.
 Friends of the Fighter Aces attending  were:  Colonel Gary 
Baber, USAF (Ret); Colonel Ed Garland, USAFR (Ret); Colonel 
Bill Jacobs (CH), USAF (Ret); Colonel J. B. Stone, USAF  (Ret); Lt 
Colonel Granville Coggs (MC) USAFR (Ret); Lt Colonel Bill Duvall, 
USAF (Ret); Mr. Chris Mann; Mr. Bryan Miller; Mr. Art Nicholson 
(ESQ) and Dr. Spence Rowland (MD).
 Our Guests included: Colonel Bill Stewart, USAF (Ret); Lt 
Colonel Jason Early, USAF, Commander 435 FTS, 12 FTW, JBSA- 
Randolph; Lt Colonel Jonathon Elza, USAF, Commander 560 
FTS, 12 FTW,  JBSA-Randolph; Lt Colonel Chris Duffet, USAF, 
Commander 99 FTS, 12 FTW, JBSA-Randolph; Lt Colonel John 
Platt, USAF,  Assistant Director of Operations, 435 FTS, 12 FTW, 
JBSA-Randolph and six 435 FTS Junior Officer Students; Lt Colonel 
Rick Sinkfield, USAF (Ret), President , San Antonio Chapter of the 
Tuskegee Airmen and his wife, Carolyn; Ms. Cindy Chal, daughter

Future USAF fighter pilot and Ace, 
Colonel Dean Caswell

FTS pilots posing with Ace, Colonel Dean Caswell

L-Center, Honoree Colonel Ward 
Boyce, responds to a question & 

R-Foreground, Mr. Cliff Neve, AFAA 
Secretary
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of Lt Colonel Cole; Captain Eric Wright, USMC (Ret); Mr. Wayne Fagan; Officer Louis Tudyc, Union 
Pacific Police Force  and Mr. Bill Wood (ESQ).
 After all of the introductions, the Junior Officers from the 
435 FTS (which is the Fighter Lead-in FTS at JBSA-Randolph) 
were invited to ask questions of the Aces about their combat 
experiences. Just to be sure they weren’t bashful about asking 
questions (as if fighter pilots were ever bashful) I’d supplied them 
in advance specific questions to ask General Gailer and Colonel 
Caswell.  Even though most of us had heard their responses 
before it was always good to hear their stories again. The Junior 
Officers thoroughly enjoyed themselves talking with “real fighter 
pilots” who had shot down enemy aircraft in actual combat.  
Following that each of the Squadron Commanders were asked 
to spend a few minutes briefing us on their respective operations.  
As has been mentioned, the 435 FTS is the Fighter Lead-in 
Squadron whose students go on to specific fighter assignments 
at operational bases or advanced training centers , the 560 FTS is 
the T-38 Instructor Pilot Training Squadron, andthe 99 FTS (the original “Tuskegee Airmen” Squadron 
in WWII)  trains multi-engine Instructor Pilots. 
 Lt Colonel Rick Sinkfield, Local President of the Tuskegee Airmen Chapter, provided us with 
an interesting talk on what the National Tuskegee Airmen Association and local Chapters, are doing 
to honor and promote the legacy of the 332 FG in WWII and to provide information and educational 
materials to younger school age children throughout the Country.  While many other groups have also 

been targeted, their main focus has been elementary and 
middle school children.  Their mission is not unlike that of the 
Friends of the Aces, and both of our organizations are facing 
the same problem… a steadily declining population that we 
both want to celebrate.
 Colonel Ed Garland also spoke about the tentative 
plans that are underway for the local South Texas Friends 
of the Aces organization that will be hosting the 2017 AFAA 
Reunion that will once again be held in San Antonio in 
September of next year.  Next he covered the steps that need 
to be taken for our local organization to be recognized as a 
formal Chapter of the Friends of the Aces that will require 
approval by the AFAA Board of Directors.  That is expected 
to be approved shortly after the first of the year. 
 As we were nearing the end of our Luncheon, General 
Gailer was invited to make any closing remarks that he wanted 
to and he announced to the group that this was to be his last 
meeting with us.  He stated that he’d be moving to Colorado 
to live closer to one of his 
daughters in the very near 
future.   Of course we were 
all surprised and saddened to 

hear the news because he had been our Luncheon Host and Sponsor 
at the Petroleum Club since the AFAA had moved to San Antonio from 
Mesa, AZ in 1999.  It would be an understatement to say that our group 
was shocked and surprised to hear this news.  We had all expected 
him to relocate to another location in San Antonio at some point in the 
future, but not to leave the local area completely. 
 After digesting what had just happened, I made an announcement 
that for  planning purposes I was going to schedule our 2017 quarterly 
luncheons the second Friday of each meeting month.  That would be 
January 13, April 14 (later changed to April 21 because the 14th was 
Good Friday), July 14, and October 13. 
 At this point in our gathering, Colonel (CH) Bill Jacobs gave the 
benediction and we adjourned until our next meeting in January.

                   

Friend of the Aces, Tuskegee 
Airman, Dr. Granville Coggs (MD)

Future USAF fighter pilots posing L-R with 
Honoree, Lt Colonel Dick Cole, Ace, General 
Frank Gailer, and Ace, Colonel Dean Caswell

Honoree, Lt Colonel Dick Cole 
responds to a question
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October 14 Luncheon Post Script
 In less than a week after our October 14 
Luncheon, Ms. Cindy Chal and I colluded in 
planning a farewell Luncheon to honor General 
Gailer because we weren’t sure when he was 
leaving the area because when he made his 
announcement at our Luncheon it sounded like 
it would be relatively soon.    We selected the 
Grill at Leon Springs since General Gailer liked 
the food and its location was near his home.  We 
agreed that the attendees should be limited to a 
smaller number of individuals in our group that he 
had worked most closely with, and any personal 
friends or relatives that he wanted to invite.  The 
date chosen for the event was Tuesday, November 
1.  Twenty three people attended.  Those from 
our Friends  of the Aces Luncheon Group were  
Honorees: Colonel Ward Boyce, USAF (Ret) and 
his wife, Mary, Myself, Lt Colonel Dick Cole, USAF 
(Ret) and his daughter, Ms. Cindy Chal; Friends 
of the Aces:  Colonel Ed Garland, USAFR(Ret), 
Colonel (CH) Bill Jacobs, USAF (Ret) and his wife, 
Pat, Colonel J.B. Stone, USAF (Ret) and his wife, 
Tommie, Lt Colonel Joe Smith, USAF (Ret) and 
his wife, Lulu,  Mr. Jerry Escobedo and his wife 
Monica and Personal Friends and Guests:  Mr. 
Jim Cain and his wife, Kay, Mrs. Kelly Dixon, Mr. 
David Kirk and his wife, Linda, Mr. Ivan London,  
and Mr. Keith O’Connell and his wife Karynn.  
Many of his guests were part of the “Laredo 
Group” who knew each other as theresult of being 
stationed  together many years ago when Laredo 
AFB, TX was an active Air Force installation. 
 We followed essentially the same format as 
one of our regular Luncheons with the exception 
of giving everyone present an opportunity to say 
anything they wanted to about their memories or 
experiences in knowing General Gailer over the 
years.  Following that portion of our program I 
presented him with a plaque to remember all of us in 
our local Friends of the Aces group in San Antonio.   
While General Gailer did travel to Colorado to visit 
his daughter and her family later in November, 
he returned to San Antonio and decided to stay 
until his home sells.  I suspect we’ll still be seeing 

him at our 2017 
Luncheons until 
he actually does 
relocate to be near 
his daughter.  Will 
we have another 
farewell luncheon  
for him when he 
does leave for 
Colorado?   We’ll 
have to wait and 
see, but I guess 
there’s nothing 
wrong with having 
multiple goodbyes.

Ace Ette, Mary Caswell, Ace 
General Frank Gailer, and Ace, 

Colonel Dean Caswell

Bill Hardy Speaks for
WWII History Project Charity

 American Fighter Ace, Willis "Bill" Hardy 
spent Sunday, March 5th at McP's Irish Pub 
in Coronodo, California speaking to a crowd 
and answering 
questions about 
his experiences for 
the WWII History 
Project Charity. 
Hardy was a Naval 
Aviator and Hellcat 
Ace, who shot down 
five Kamikazes 
in one day over 
Okinawa in April 
1945. He was with 
VF-17, which was 
stationed on the 
USS Hornet.
 Heather Steele, Executive Director and 
Lead Historian of the WWII History Project, 
had this to say about the day:
 "We had such a great time, and Bill was 
such a good sport to do it.  He had just turned 
97 two days before.  I drove up from San Diego 
(1.25 hours) to pick up Bill, and he was in his 
dress whites.  We drove 1.5 hours down to 
Coronado, and when we got to the bar, the band 
was still playing.  As he walked through the 
patio in uniform, everyone – dozens of people 
who were sitting, standing, and dancing – all 
turned to him, stood up, clapped, and cheered 
him.  It was so moving.
 We were early, so sat inside by the fire 
for a while, people were so excited to come 
up and meet him, and then we went out on 
the patio when the band stopped playing.  
When I introduced him on the microphone, he 
got another standing ovation, and everyone 
sang Happy Birthday to him.  The NBC News 
crew came and interviewed him, and then we 
moved inside by the fireplace, and he signed 
autographs for enthusiastic fans for two hours, 
before I drove him back home.
 Everyone loved meeting him, and he 

seemed to 
really enjoy 
m e e t i n g 
people, and 
we talked 
all the way 
back, he 
didn’t seem 
tired at all!  
What an 
a m a z i n g 
guy."

NBC News Crew 
interviewing Ace, Bill Hardy

Ace, Bill Hardy and Heather Steele on 
their way to Coronado
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2017 American Fighter Aces Reunion
September 7-10, San Antonio, Texas

The newly formed South Texas Chapter of the Friends of the Aces invites you to join us on the 
historic riverwalk in San Antonio, Texas for the 2017 American Fighter Aces Reunion.  Mark your 
calendar - the dates are Thursday September 7th  thru Sunday September 10th at the recently 
renovated Holiday Inn Riverwalk.

We have arranged a great weekend in San Antonio for you.  Come early or stay late and tour the 
downtown San Antonio area on your own at the same room rate.  You will have time to stroll the 
great San Antonio Riverwalk right outside the back of the hotel.  Take one of the barge tours along 
the river and learn about the history of the city.  And finally, a trip to San Antonio is not complete 
without visiting the largest tourist attraction in Texas – the Alamo, only 3 blocks from the hotel. 

Along with the usual events, we have arranged three special ones for your enjoyment.  Plan 
on arriving early Thursday so you can tour the Rod Lewis Warbird collection at San Antonio 
International Airport on Thursday afternoon.

Friday, we will be meeting with the Air Force students at Randolph to give them an opportunity to 
hear your stories as well as tour the flying training facilities where the future fighter pilots learn basic 
fighter tactics as well as hear about the drone and flight instructor training programs.  Friday night 
you are in for a special treat.  The Friends in Harmony Men’s Acapella Chorus will be entertaining 
you during dinner.

For hotel reservations, contact the Holiday Inn San Antonio Riverwalk directly at 210-224-2500 
and tell them you are registering for the Fighter Aces Reunion.  Reunion registration should be 
completed on the attached form and mailed directly to me at the address listed on the bottom of the 
form.  Make checks payable to the American Fighter Aces Association.  We look forward to seeing 
all of you in September.  If you have any questions, please call Ed Garland at 210-823-7149 or 210-
558-7149, or email at AFAA-Reunion@museumofflight.org.



2017 American Fighter Aces Association Reunion 
Holiday Inn San Antonio Riverwalk – 7 thru 10 September 2017 

 
 

_________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
 Name Guest Name 
 
_________________________________ __________________________ ______________________ 
 Address City/ State/Zip Phone Number 

 
Registration for Attendees Attending All Events 

DATE EVENT COST Number 
Attending 

Total 
Amount 

7 – 11 Sep Registration Fee (Covers all events)  $180 fee is per person $180 pp   
Thur 7 Sep Rod Lewis Warbird Collection Incl   
 Board Dinner & Meeting Incl   
Fri 8 Sep Breakfast Buffet  (Indicate if attending) Incl   
 Randolph AFB Lunch & Aces Program Incl   
 Casual Dinner & Entertainment Incl   
Sat 9 Sep Breakfast Buffet Incl   
 Business Meeting Incl   
 Formal Banquet - Indicate your meal in Attending Column    
    Chicken Piccata w/lemon caper butter sauce Incl   
    Spice Rubbed Beef Tenderloin w/cabernet shallot sauce Incl   
    Seared Salmon w/lemon dill beurre blanc sauce Incl   
Sun 10 Sep Breakfast Buffet Incl   

                                                                                                                                          Total Amount  
 

Registration for Attendees, Spouses & Guests Only Able to Attend Some Events 

DATE EVENT COST Number 
Attending 

Total 
Amount 

Thur 7 Sep Rod Lewis Warbird Collection $25 pp   
 Board Dinner & Meeting – List number attending $40 pp   
Fri 8 Sep Breakfast Buffet – List number attending $15 pp   
 Randolph AFB Lunch & Aces Program $25 pp   
 Casual Dinner & Entertainment $50 pp   
Sat 9 Sep Breakfast Buffet – List number attending $15 pp   
 Business Meeting – List number attending $10 pp   
 Aces Mixer $50 pp   
 Formal Banquet    
    Chicken Piccata w/lemon caper butter sauce $65 pp   
    Spice Rubbed Beef Tenderloin w/cabernet shallot sauce $65 pp   
    Seared Salmon w/lemon dill beurre blanc sauce $65 pp   
Sun 10 Sep Breakfast Buffet – List number attending $15 pp   
                                                                                                                                                    Total Amount  

 

Hotel Reservations:  Call Holiday Inn San Antonio Riverwalk at 210-224-2500.  Ask for Reservations and tell 
them you are requesting a room for the Fighter Aces Reunion.  Room rate is $121 per night + taxes. 

Reunion Registration:  Make checks payable to:  American Fighter Aces Association. 
Mail Payment and registration form to Edward Garland, 5206 Sagail Place; San Antonio, TX 78249 
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American Fighter Aces Art Series
Limited Edition Lithographs

NEW!!!
First American Ace (signed by 26 Aces)*                $395 
First American Ace   (signed by Steve Ritchie)*        $150

*Purchase supports AFAA Scholarship Fund

First Sting (signed by Lou Luma) $150 
21 Seconds to Splash 5 (signed by Steve Ritchie) $150
First Victory (signed by George Vaughn) $175
Fifth Victory (signed by Douglas Campbell) $175
Last Victory (signed by Ray Brooks) $175
First Blood (signed by "Tex" Hill) $150
Eagles Prey (signed by C.W. "Red" McColpin) $150
First Marine Ace (signed by Marion Carl) $175
Number 20 for Joe (signed by Joe Foss) $175
One for the Big Friends (signed by "Gabby" Gabreski) $175
Unlucky Seven (signed by David McCampbell) $175
Marianas Turkey Shoot (signed by Alex Vraciu)    $150

Zero Fighter Sweep(signed by Ken Walsh) $175
Strange Encounter (signed by Rudy Augarten) $150
High Noon Over Alicante (signed by Jay Robbins) $175
Yeager's First Jet (signed by Chuck Yeager) $175
There Went Number Ten (signed by Boots Blesse)$150
Night Victory (signed by Guy Bordelon) $150
Triple Play (signed by Herman Ernst) $150
A Record for Russo (signed by Mike Russo) $150
Adding Insult to Injury(signed by Jerry Collinsworth) $150
Yeager's Last Military Flight (signed by Chuck Yeager) $250
Scotty's Last Combat(signed by Robert L. Scott, Jr.) $175
Showdown  Over Berriere(signed by Ken Dahlberg) $175

Christmas Over Rangoon (signed by Chuck Older, 
Ken Jernstedt, R.T. Smith, "Duke" Hedman & 
Parker DuPouy) $275

Mission Accomplished (signed by Rex Barber, John 
Mitchell, Besby Holmes, Jack Jacobson, Del Goerke, 
& Roger Ames(Yamamoto Mission survivors) $275

Danger! Lightning Nearby (signed by Charles
MacDonald, Joe Forster, Jack Purdy, John Loisel,
Jack Mankin, "Bo" Reeves, Calvin Wire, Frank
Nichols, Warren Lewis, P.J. Dahl, and Elliott
Summer) $275

UNSIGNED LITHOGRAPHS
Lou IV by Roy Grinnell $35
Moondream by Roy Grinnell $35
Zodiac Double Trouble by Roy Grinnell $35
Blue Angel Number One by Ernie Boyette (signed) $75
Guy Bordelon by Ernie Boyette (signed) $60

SIGNED POSTER
Jim Morehead P-40  (signed by Jim Morehead) $50

$200.00
$85.00

BOOKS 
American Fighter Aces Signed Album       
American Fighter Aces Unsigned Album  

OTHER MERCHANDISE

$10.00
$2.00

Ace Notecards (signed) 
Ace Notecards (unsigned) 

American Fighter Aces MerchandiseAmerican Fighter Aces Merchandise

Ordering Information
Call  206-764-5704, between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. PDT

-or-
Send purchase requests to:

American Fighter Aces Association, 
9404 E. Marginal Way S. , Seattle WA 98108-4097

-or-
visit www.AmericanFighterAces.org

Washington State residents add 9.5 % sales tax. 
Credit/debit cards are accepted

for payment and shipping.
Don’t forget to use 

your 15% membership discount

Shipping & Handling Charges (Domestic)

The shipping and handling charges are determined 
by the total amount of the sale.
Up to $14.99 = $9.00
$15.00 to $29.99 = $11.00
$30.00 to $59.99 = $13.00
$60.00 to $99.99 = $16.00
$100.00 to $149.99 = $18.00
$150.00 to $249.99 = $21.00
$250.00 to $1000.00 = $26.00 

Please contact us for International, Hawaii and Alaska shipping costs. 
Oversized items may have an additional surcharge. Please contact us 
for details.
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Heroes of the 4th Fighter Wing: Ralph "Kidd" Hofer
By Dr. Roy Heidicker and Tom Lowry

Editors note: In the upcoming AFAA bulletins we will publish Dr. Heidicker's 2007 series, Heroes of the 4th 
Fighter Wing. This installment features Fighter Ace Ralph Hofer.

 Throughout history, for the most part, fighting wars has been 
the job of young men.  The record of Lieutenant Ralph "Kidd" Hofer 
is the story of how one young man fought in World War II for the 
4th Fighter Group.
 Ralph Hofer grew up in Missouri and was an outstanding 
athlete, being especially adept at football and boxing.  In the 
Spring of 1941 Hofer visited Canada on a lark.  The Canadian 
immigration officer at the border sent Hofer (as he had sent scores 
of other Americans before him) to the Royal Canadian Air Force 
recruiting office.  Hofer had no interest in airplanes or flying, but 
the enthusiasm of the other Americans there convinced him to 
enlist.  The Canadians required Ralph Hofer to have a middle 
name so "Kidd" Hofer was born.
 In September "Kidd" was assigned to the 334th Fighter 
Squadron of the 4th Fighter Group.  Hofer’s first mission was only 

12 days after his arrival at Debden.  On this day, he found himself heading for Germany on his first 
bomber escort mission.  Hofer was flying wing to Captain Jim Clark, his current squadron commander.  
Shortly after flying over German air space the 4th Fighter Group encountered Me-109s and the air 
battle started.  Captain Clark spotted a Me-109 below and dove to intercept.  Hofer watched the enemy 
aircraft come apart as Clark’s six 50 caliber slugs found their mark.  "Kidd's" eyes were drawn to a 
P-47 from another group that was in trouble.  "Kidd" rolled over and went to the rescue.  Coming in 
from the rear and drawing up extremely close, he cut loose with his own .50 calibers.  The enemy Me-
109 came apart and crashed in the Zuider Zee. 
 Landing back at Debden the "Kidd" did a perfect victory roll over the field and hurried to his 
parking spot to tell his side of the kill to his crew chief and anybody that would listen.  The veteran pilots 
of 334 Squadron were very skeptical.  However when Hofer’s gun camera films were reviewed it was 
confirmed he had gained his first kill on his first mission. The "Kidd" in the P-47 with the boxing mule 
and the name "Missouri Kidd, Shoe Me" painted on the nose had his first kill.
 Hofer soon developed a complete disregard for the dangers lurking in the skies over Europe.  
He apparently had no concern about having or being a wingman.  In his youthful enthusiasm, he was 
there to shoot down Germans, with or without assistance.  As in his boxing days, he was quite content 
to knock down his opponent all by himself.
 One day "Kidd" was blasting away at a German plane when he had used up the gas in his 
fuselage tank and had forgotten to switch over to his wing tanks.  When he momentarily broke off 
the attack to switch tanks, another American jumped in and opened fire on Hofer's adversary. "Kidd" 
yelled, "Break!  Break!" making the other American believe a German was on his tail.  He broke off the 
attack, allowing Hofer to move in and finish his kill!
 Despite his lone wolf tactics and unorthodox unaccompanied flights over Europe, Hofer's began 
to stack up victories month after month.  Before he was finished he would destroy 30.5 German 
aircraft, the second highest total in the storied history of the 4th Fighter Group.  But ultimately, Hofer's 
disregard for danger caught up with him.
 On the famous Russian Shuttle mission Hofer got separated from the group pursuing enemy 
fighters and landed at a different air base than the rest of the Group.  With some difficulty, "Kidd" 
talked the Russians into servicing his assigned aircraft and he caught up with the group. The shuttle 
group was in Italy where Colonel Don Blakeslee okayed a support mission with a bomber group 
stationed there. Upon the return of the mission "Kidd" Hofer was missing, not unusual for him.  
 Hofer's fate was a mystery until it was solved by Troy White‘s book Last of the Screwball Aces.  
It seems "Kidd" was separated from the group and he and his wingman were heading back to Italy 
when his wingman’s plane was hit by flak and started down with Hofer following.  Lt. Stanford’s plane 
crash landed, but he survived.  "Kidd" headed home alone, again not uncommon for him. Over Mostar, 
Yugoslavia he saw an enemy airfield ripe with targets so he headed down to inflict as much damage 
as he could.  Flak was "Kidd's" undoing, not another enemy fighter. 
 Hofer's final act was representative of his extraordinary life.  According to German records, 
"Kidd" crashed his Mustang into the quadruple 20 MM anti-aircraft gun that shot him down.  In only 
twenty- three years, Hofer had blazed a path across the skies of Europe and into the heritage of the 
4th Fighter Wing.  Hero, daredevil, and screwball ace, Ralph "Kidd" Hofer was an American original.
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Roy Grinnell Studio

As the Official Artist, and an Honoree, of the American Fighter Aces Association, Roy has 
completed close to 50 original paintings, accurately portraying the aerial combat of Aces 
from WWI, WWII, Vietnam and the Korean War. His book, Roy Grinnell: Artist of the Aces, 

contains 159 images of his wonderful artwork. 
For more info or to make purchases, please visit:

www.roygrinnell.com
www.facebook.com/roygrinnell.aviationart

or call 214-537-4661
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Book Review

Gordon, Yefim and Komissarov, Dmitriy.  Famous 
Russian Aircraft: Mikoyan MiG-17, Tactical 
Fighter. Crecy Publications, UK, and Specialty 
Press. Forest Lake, MN 55025. 2016. 480 pp. Ill. 
$64.95.

 Anyone familiar with mid-to-late 20th century 
military aviation should be well-acquainted with 
the long line of Russian fighters, the premier 
series being that fostered by the MiG design 
bureau. “MiG” is, of course, a colorful acronym 
created by joining the initials of the two last 
names of the two designers Artyom L. Mikoyan 
and Michail I. Gurevich. The warning cry of 
“MiGs! MiGs!” was as much a part of early jet 
warfare as was “Achtung, Spitfires!” in European 
skies during World War II. And with just as much 
reason and fear.
 Although MiG fighters did not play a major 
role in WWII—the only truly operational MiG 
was the early, rather elegant little MiG-3 that had 
largely been replaced by 1943—the MiG bureau 
quickly took its place after the war as the Soviet 
Union entered the jet age with the MiG-9 as 
well as other designs from other bureaus.. The 
world-beater MiG-15 followed and proved itself 
the equal of most of the West’s fighters, including 
the American F-86, which formed the major 
opposition the high-tailed MiG faced during the 
three-year Korean War. Flown by a competent 
pilot, the MiG-15 could take the measure of the 
Sabre, its speed and heavy 3-cannon armament 
giving it advantages that U.S. Air Force pilots 
definitely had to respect.
 It was only natural that the MiG-15 would be 
improved on and would soon give way to its near-
big brother, the MiG-17, mid-way through the war, 

 
although the MiG-17 did not enter large-scale 
service until after the armistice that brought 
the war to an uncertain halt.
 With that introduction, we consider this 
latest offering from Crecy and Specialty Press. 
At 8 ½ x 11 ½  inches, this is not a small book, 
and with nearly 500 coated-stock pages, it 
is particularly weighty. But nevertheless, it 
contains everything you ever wanted to know 
about the MiG-17. There is an all-encompassing 
collection of black-and-white and color photos, 
performance charts, pages of comparison 
tables discussing every MiG-17 produced, 
and every country for which it served. There is 
also a great number of color profiles that show 
every color scheme and marking the fighter 
ever carried as well as brief but informative 
synopsis of whatever combat missions each 
country’s MiG-17 might have seen. 
Those who flew against the MiG in Vietnam 
will find this section of special interest.
 I don’t know how many scale models 
of the MiG are available. Even those of its 
predecessor, the MiG-15, are rather small in 
number. But if you can find a model of the MiG-
17, this veritable encyclopedia will show you 
all the interior and exterior detail you need to 
make it one of a kind.
 There are a few errors or typos or 
missing letters, probably because of the need 
to produce the book in English, but these are 
quickly negotiated. One that really sticks is the 
constant reference to American back-seaters 
as “WSOs” or weapons-systems officers. While 
this term is correct for the back-seat position of 
a Boeing F/A-18D or F/A-18F, as well as USAF 
F-4s, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps used 
the term Radar Interception Officers, or RIOs, 
for the men in the rear cockpits of the F-4 
Phantom and the F-14.
 In general, however, the text is well and 
enthusiastically written. If you can get past the 
pricey fee, I highly recommend this unusually 
well-done book.

     Peter Mersky

**************************************************
Have a book you want to review? Email it to 
JHayes@museumofflight.org. Book reviews 
should range between 500-1000 words. Please 
make sure the books would be of interest to 
AFAA members; about the Aces or about the 
aircraft they flew or encountered.
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Lost for 72 years, Cleveland World War II ace Albert Schlegel 
gets final salute

Brian Albrect, The Plain Dealer

 For 72 years, the remains of Cleveland's World War II fighter ace Albert Schlegel were known 
only as X-73, buried in an anonymous grave in an American cemetery in Champigueul, France.
 Then, in 2016, an investigation finally revealed the tragic story of the airman who had been shot 
down while flying his P-51 Mustang on a mission in France, and was apparently captured by German 
troops and summarily executed with a bullet to the forehead.
 Schlegel, who wanted to fly and fight so badly that he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force 
shortly before America entered the war in 1941, will be buried with full military honors on March 30 at 
the Beaufort (South Carolina) National Cemetery.
 "Uncle Sonny" will be saluted at the memorial service and burial by his nephew, Perry Nuhn, 84, 
a former Clevelander now living in Beaufort County, South Carolina.
 Nuhn, the last surviving family member who knew Schlegel before and during the war, is a retired 
Air Force colonel who served as a bombardier/navigator during the Korean and Vietnam wars.
 He said his uncle was born in Cleveland but raised in Garfield Heights, and played baseball and 
football at John Adams High School. His hobbies included making model airplanes.
 Nuhn said Schlegel was put in charge of watching the kids whenever Nuhn's family visited. "With 
us, as kids, he was patient, did not complain about watching us and keeping us entertained," Nuhn 
said.
 "Both before he left for Canada and when he came home after flight training, he passed on all 
his toys and models, some clothes and other items to us, some of which I still have," he added. "He 
was someone it was easy to want to be with, and caring."
 After Schlegel graduated from high school, "like all kids at the time, he was interested in aviation, 
and wanted to go into the U.S. military air (program)," Nuhn said.
 At the time, however, aviation candidates had to have two years of college, and "there was no 
way he could go to college, he didn't have the money," Nuhn added.
 Schlegel then heard the Canadians were recruiting American pilots for the war, and he joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. One Canadian officer described Schlegel as a "good, clean-cut American 
lad. Will develop into good aircrew material. Pleasant and good appearance."

World War II air ace Capt. Albert Schlegel, born in Cleveland but raised in Garfield Heights, was shot 
down on a mission in 1944, and his remains lay in an anonymous grave in France for 72 years until he 
was identified in 2016. He will be buried March 30 in South Carolina. (Photo courtesy of Perry Nuhn)
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 Schlegel went to England to join 8,800 
other Yanks fighting for the RAF in the Eagle 
Squadrons, but was injured while riding in a 
Jeep that hit a bomb crater on an airfield. He lost 
most of his teeth, and four pins had to be used 
to set his broken leg. (Those injuries would later 
help identify his remains.)
 Once healed, Schlegel, who was nicknamed 
"Smiley," tore up the skies in a variety of aircraft. 
He flew Hurricanes and Spitfires for the British. 
After becoming part of the U.S. Eighth Air Force's 
335th Fighter Squadron in 1943, he also piloted 
P-47 Thunderbolts and P-51 Mustangs.
 He flew missions escorting bombers and 
attacking ground targets. Eventually he became 
an ace (five or more victories in the air), credited 
with 16 enemy planes (confirmed and probable, 
in the air and on the ground).
 Schlegel was able to make a short visit 
home in 1944. Nuhn recalled that the pilot spoke 
little about combat.
 "Hairy war stories were not in conversations 
with me or my brothers," he noted. "Mostly, funny 
instances about him and his fellow 4th Fighter 
group friends."
 Nuhn said many veteran pilots were being 
re-assigned to duty in the U.S., but his uncle 
chose to return to combat. "He wanted to go 
back over and fly," he said.
 On Aug. 28, 1944, Captain Schlegel was 
a flight leader on a raid on a railroad yard near 
Sarrebourg, France. Three of the flight's 16 
planes were shot down by enemy antiaircraft flak, 
including Schlegel, who radioed the formation, 
saying he'd been hit and "might have to bail out."

 Neither Schlegel nor his plane was found. 
The Germans did not report Schlegel as being 
captured, and the pilot was listed as missing in 
action.
 However, an investigation in 2015 turned up 
reports that on the day Schlegel was shot down, 
in the same area, villagers of Valmy, France, 
reported seeing an Allied airman brought to the 
train station by German troops, then hearing two 
gunshots.
 A body was later discovered near the train 
station, shot in the head, and the remains -- 
identified only as X-73 -- were transferred to the 
American cemetery in Champigueul.
 Investigators had the skeletal remains sent 
to a laboratory in Nebraska, where they were 
identified, and Nuhn was notified in 2016 that the 
family's longstanding mystery had been solved.
 Nuhn recalled that when his uncle was 
reported missing, then killed in action, "I do not 
believe my mother or grandmother ever got over 
his death. As for me, instant shock, deep loss 
and grief."
 Nuhn will speak at a memorial ceremony 
honoring his uncle on March 29 at the National 
Museum of the Mighty 8th Air Force,in Georgia. 
A flyover is planned by current members of 
Schlegel's old squadron, the 335th.
 He also will speak at the March 30 burial, 
where Schlegel's uniform and decorations will 
be displayed.
 Nuhn remembers Schlegel as both a fighter 
pilot and an uncle.
 Judging from Schlegel's letters home, "he 
was  truly happy when flying," Nuhn said. "He 
got a 'rush' from real low-level flying.
 "I have known more than a few fighter 
pilots. Generally they tend toward more on the 
wild side as pilots go," he added. "I would not put 
my uncle in that category. But when it came to 
flying fighters, he loved it, and I suspect he was 
a determined 'fighter' as a fighter pilot."
 As an uncle, "he was always somebody we 
looked up to," Nuhn said.
 When he first got word that his uncle's 
remains had been found and identified, Nuhn 
said he was surprised and relieved.
 "You're talking about closure here," he said. 
"It's like reading a book, and now you're on the 
last chapter."

Albert Schlegel was flying a P-51 Mustang in August of 
1944 when he was shot down by enemy flak. (U.S. Air 

Force photo)



22

William R. Beyer (July 5, 1923 - August 15, 2016)
William Rockafeller Beyer, 93, of 24 Elm St., Danville, passed away at 
his residence on Monday, Aug. 15, 2016. He was born July 5, 1923, in 
Danville, a son of the late Carl Beyer and Lorraine (Rockafeller) Beyer 
Manning. He married Elizabeth Josephine "Bettye" on April 12, 1945 at 
the Central Baptist Church in North Little Rock, Ark. They celebrated a 
marital union of 71 years. William resided in Danville for most of his life 
and was a 1941 graduate of Danville Area High School. He enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps on Jan. 21, 1942. He trained as a glider pilot and then 
a fighter pilot. On Sept. 27, 1944, he became an Ace Pilot in one day 
(shooting down five German planes in one mission) using a Mustang E9-Y 
during World War II. Captain Beyer returned to the U.S. in January 1945 
with nine confirmed victories and 87 combat missions. He was awarded 
the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with 15 Oak 

Leaf Clusters, and a Congressional Gold Medal. He moved back to Danville in November 1951 and 
worked as an instrument mechanic at Merck & Company for 33 years. William designed and built his 
own home. He was an accomplished woodworker and carpenter like his ancestors. He turned out many 
beautiful bowls, candlesticks, and napkin rings on a lathe. He best project was the cross above the alter 
in Trinity United Methodist Church, where he was a lifelong member. He loved to hunt, fish, and collect 
Aladdin lamps. He enjoyed restoring a Hudson pickup truck, and Ultra van camper, and a Mercury 
Turnpike Cruiser. In addition to his wife, Bettye, he is survived by two daughters, Carolyn J. Heller and 
her husband, Richard, of Danville, and Beverly J. Beyer, of Camden, Del.; one son, William R. "Rocky" 
Beyer and wife, Monica, of Danville; six grandchildren, Denise J. Heller, Alisa C. Thomas, Jeffrey S. 
Heller, Aaron R. Beyer, Brenda K. Web, and Marcie C. Wintersteen; and eight great-grandchildren. He 
was preceded in death by two sisters, Betty Beverly Redmann and Patricia Ann Weaver.

Daniel B.J. Driscoll (November 21, 1920 - January 11, 2017)
Born in 1920 and raised in Westport, he attended Staples High School and 
Pratt Institute of Technology. He then enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a pilot. 
He distinguished himself in several famous aerial battles in the Pacific.
Flying a Grumman F6F Hellcat, a carrier-based fighter aircraft, he was part of 
a group that downed 148 Japanese planes in the air and sank 48,000 tons of 
enemy shipping, according to historians. 
During operations against the Philippines on Sept. 14, 1944, Driscoll made 
strafing runs against Japanese boats and parked planes. He was then hit by 
anti-aircraft fire and seriously damaged, forcing him to crash land 200 miles 
from his task force.
After several hours in a life raft, he was rescued and returned without injury 
to his ship.
He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, two air medals and several 

other decorations. He was designated a Navy Ace pilot and recently received a Congressional Gold 
Medal honoring U.S. fighter aces.
After returning home to Westport as a war hero, he entered public service. He served as a selectman 
from 1946 to 1949, first under Emerson F. Parker and then Albert T. Scully. He also served on the 
Westport Housing Authority.
He joined his father’s construction firm and designed and built custom homes in Westport and surrounding 
communities, until moving to Cape Cod in 1969 where he continued building custom homes.

LAST FLIGHTS
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George G. Loving, Jr. (August 7, 1923 - December 31, 2016)
Lt. General George G. Loving, Jr., U.S. Air Force (Retired) Lt. General 
George Gilmer Loving, Jr., U.S. Air Force (Retired), died on Saturday, 
December 31, 2016, at the age of 93, in Williamsburg, Virginia, where he 
had resided since 1997. A native of Lynchburg, he was the son of George 
Gilmer Loving, Sr. and the former Ora Page Carr. He attended E. C. Glass 
High School as well as Lynchburg College. Shortly after America's entry 
into World War II, then a college student, he volunteered for military service 
in March 1942, as an aviation cadet and was graduated from flying school 
in 1943, with a commission as a second lieutenant, U.S. Army Air Corps. 
As a fighter pilot, he flew 151 combat missions in Spitfires and Mustangs 
during World War II and fought in air battles over much of Europe. He 

qualified as a fighter ace during this period, having been credited with shooting down five enemy aircraft 
and damaging two others in aerial combat. He was Lynchburg's first fighter ace. Following the war, 
he received a U.S. Air Force regular officer's commission and remained on active duty for more than 
37 years. Immediately after Japan's surrender, he was assigned to command a fighter squadron as a 
part of the occupation force. During the Korean War, as the commander of a fighter-bomber squadron, 
he fought in five major campaigns, flying 113 missions against North Korean and Chinese communist 
forces. In subsequent years, he served as a test pilot at the Air Proving Ground, an instructor at the 
Air Command and Staff College, an advisor to the Republic of China's National War College, and as a 
staff officer in the Pentagon. Following his promotion to brigadier general in 1970, he was assigned as 
Commandant, Air Command and Staff College. This was followed by advancement to major general 
and assignment as Air Force Director of Plans in 1973. In 1975, he was the Senior United States Military 
Representative at the NATO - Warsaw Pact arms limitations negotiations in Vienna, and later that same 
year, as a lieutenant general, he was placed in command of the Sixth Allied Tactical Air Force (NATO) 
with headquarters in Izmir, Turkey. His final assignments (1977-1979) were as Commander, United 
States Forces, Japan and Commander, Fifth Air Force with headquarters near Tokyo. A Command Pilot, 
his decorations included the Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, Legion of Merit and Distinguish 
Flying Cross, as well as a number of other U.S. and foreign decorations. He was inducted into The 
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in 2012. His formal educational achievements included: BA, University of 
Alabama; MS, George Washington University; Graduate, Air War College; Fellow, Council on Foreign 
Relations. Following his retirement in 1979, General Loving was a consultant with RAND Corporation for 
a period, and then for seven years served as Executive Director of the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in 
Sarasota, Florida (1981-1988). He moved to Williamsburg in 1997. Interment will take place at Arlington 
National Cemetery. General Loving is survived by his wife, the former Mary Ambler Thomasson; two 
daughters, Cary Ambler Loving of Richmond, Virginia, and Betty Page Loving of Palmyra, Virginia; a 
granddaughter, Emily Page Bidgood; a great grandson, Willis Ambler Bidgood; and two sisters, Mrs. 
Wayland (Nancy) Rice of Lynchburg, Va. and Mrs. Hugh (Grace) Mahanes of Kensington, Maryland. He 
was predeceased by his two brothers, Dabney Carr Loving and Clarence Gilmer Loving.

He was an avid reader, stamp collector and gardener. And he enjoyed boating in the Westport and 
Hyannis area.
He was predeceased in 2009 by his wife Lenore Frances Driscoll, formerly Fran Finnegan, a Westport 
native; brothers Robert Driscoll and sister Ruth Warner. He is survived by his children, Thomas Driscoll, 
Patricia Driscoll (Nick Klimenko) and David Driscoll (Kirsten); His grandson, Thomas Eric Driscoll, 
brother, Edward T. Driscoll; sister-in-law, Ann Driscoll, many nieces and nephews, and his beloved cat, 
Murphy.
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