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Association President's Message 

Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors, and Honorees:

Respectfully,           January 2018

Colonel (Dean) Caswell USMC (Ret)  
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Correction: In the Vol. 34 No.4 October edition of the AFAA Bulletin, 
the comment on page 19 of Jon Guttman's article on the 2017 Aces' 
convention that "...Colonel Ward Boyce dispensed with the bell..." was 
in error. The problem was that the hotel could not provide a bell (which 
was unknown by Col. Boyce at the time of reading the "Last Flight" 
list).

Cover:  Flight Officer Jack Lenox Jr. displays his wings. 
(Jon Guttman)
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Dear Aces, Friends, Survivors and Honorees:

Happy New Year to you and yours. As this New Year begins, I can’t help but reflect on 2017; the 
growth, new programs, exhibits, and projects that the Museum of Flight has tackled and completed. 
And I can’t help but look forward in excitement to what 2018 will bring us.

This past Veteran’s Day the Museum unveiled the new Congressional Gold Medal display that is 
now permanently housed in the J. Elroy McCaw Personal Courage Wing of the Museum. We were 
honored to have Ace John T. “Mike” Wolf there to help with the unveiling. The new Fighter Ace kiosk 
was also revealed and is now up and running in the Personal Courage Wing.  Next time you are at 
the Museum, make sure to check it out this new interactive display that shows the biographies of all 
1,447 Aces.

In 2018 we have some exciting projects coming down the line. Our Collections Department has 
been working on digitizing all the American Fighter Ace oral histories and making them available 
online to be accessible to anyone. These should be available this spring. Additionally, as part of the 
Museum’s War Machine programming and to be sponsored by the Pacific Northwest Friends of the 
Fighter Aces, there will be two panels late this spring; an F-14 Tomcat panel and a B-52 panel.

Also, this fall the Museum will be opening the new Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Park that will 
honor those who fought in the war. Along with the newly restored B-52 Midnight Express, there will 
also be a statue depicting a returning aviator honoring veterans who served in all military branches 
between 1964 and 1975, and will also feature an exhibit about the dozens of types of planes and 
helicopters flown during the war. 

Finally, a big and humbling thank you to General Cleveland and Colonel Caswell for the past and 
future leadership of the AFAA.  Their dedication to the Aces, what they have done, and what they 
stand for is unwavering.  

We hope to see you at the Museum sometime in this New Year!

Sincerely,

Matt Hayes
CEO and President 
The Museum of Flight                                                                                                          January 2018                                        

 

Museum President's Message 
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 ACE BIRTHDAYS
FEBRUARY - APRIL

Name             Birthdate
  
John T. Wolf              2/4/1921
Dean S. Laird             2/7/1921
Charles E. Yeager            2/13/1923
Perry J. Dahl             2/18/1923
Jack Lenox Jr.            2/20/1922
George P. Novotny            2/22/1920
Charles D. Hauver            2/23/1923

George N. Kirk            4/21/1921

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE 
AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

(Auxiliary of the American Fighter Aces Association)

BASIC MEMBERS receive:
• Membership card, certificate, lapel pin and decal (pin and        
 decal with initial year's membership only).
• Subscription to the quarterly American Fighter Aces 
 Bulletin, featuring articles by teh Aces and others.
• Free admission to the Museum of Flight 
 in Seattle, Washington — "Home of the Fighter Aces"
•  A 15% discount on all AFAA items sold through the 
 Museum Store and AFAA website

All this for just $40.00 a year ($45.00 Foreign)

THE HIGHER LEVEL MEMBERSHIPS BELOW
OFFER THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:
BASIC II MEMBERS receive:
• Ten photographs with biographical sketches of American 
 Fighter Aces, (8" x 10" format), suitable for framing, with  
 five personally autographed by the Ace pictured.

$50.00 a year ($55.00 Foreign)

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS receive:
• Free family admission to the Museum of Flight

$60.00 a year ($65.00 Foreign)

PATRON MEMBERS receive:
•  A beautiful 550 page hardbound American Fighter Aces 
   Album featuring biographical sketches and photos of all the Aces
                              $500.00 a year

LIFETIME MEMBERS receive:
• 600 photographs with biographical sketches of American Fighter 

Aces (8" x 10" format), with more than 300 personally signed by 
the Ace.             $1000.00 (one time payment)

Sign up online by visiting our website
www.AmericanFighterAces.org
FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS OF
THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES ASSOCIATION.  Yes __ No __

__  New Membership Name ________________________  
__  Renewal Street/PO Box _________________
__  Change of Address City/State/Zip _________________
__  Gift Membership Country ______________________
  E-Mail _______________________
  Phone _______________________

Please enroll me as a __________________ member.
Enclosed is a check payable to the American Fighter Aces in the 
amount of: $ ____________  Add $10 for foreign addresses.
Circle brand of credit card:  VISA   MASTERCARD   DISCOVER      AMEX

Card Number___________________________ EXP_____

Signature:  ___________________________________________

Send to: American Fighter Aces
9404 East Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA 98108-4097

For additional info call 206-768-7166

SAVE THE DATE



6

Congressional Gold Medal Dedication
By: Jema Hayes             

 This past Veteran’s Day, the Museum of Flight had the great honor 
of revealing of the new Congressional Gold Medal display.  The day 
started with a private brunch for the Fighter Aces and their families, as 
well as many of the individuals who helped fly the Fighter Aces to the 
Congressional Gold Medal Ceremony in 2015 in Washington, DC. The 
banquet was also attended by Aaron Eckhart, Mayor of Tukwila, and Kate 
Krupp, a Tukwila City Councilmember, 
as well as our esteemed members of 
the Pacific Northwest Friends of the 
Fighter Aces board.
 Fighter Ace John “Mike” Wolf, 

traveled from Hanford, WA with his family to attend the festivities of the 
day. After brunch and some mingling, the group headed to the Side Gallery 
of the Museum where the Veteran’s Day Ceremony would take place. The 
group was treated with patriotic music from the Boeing Employee Concert 
Band prior to the Ceremony. 

 Once the Boeing Employee 
Concert Band had finished their set, 
attention turned to the Master of 
Ceremonies, Museum CEO Matt Hayes 
who welcomed the audience and introduced the speakers: Adam Smith, 
Congressman from WA’s 9th District; Allan Eckberg, Mayor of Tuwkila; 
and 1st Sgt Joe Duffie, Councilmember for City of Tukwila. Unfortunately 
the initially scheduled keynote speaker, our very own AFAA President 
Col. Dean Caswell, was unable to travel after a setback from his previous 
hip injury, so instead, the Museum 
of Flight’s Volunteer Coordinator and 
veteran, Carol Thompson, stepped in 
to talk about her experiences.
 Once the Ceremony was over, 

there was a short 10 minute recess for people to be able to walk to the 
Main Lobby for the revealing and dedication of the Congressional Gold 
Medal display. Matt Hayes, CEO of the Museum, spoke about his trip to 
Washington DC in 2015 and what an honor it was to be there amongst all 
these incredible human beings who achieved incredible feats in some of 

the most difficult of circumstances. Despite 
their war records, the Aces were some of 
the most humble, kind, and good-natured 
people that he has had an opportunity to 
work with and he grateful for the opportunity to be there amongst these heroes 
while they were awarded their much deserved Congressional Gold Medal.
 Once Matt was finished talking, Ace “Mike” Wolf, was invited to help 
remove the cover to the case for all to see the Gold Medal.
 Veterans Day at the Museum of Flight was a memorable one and it was 
an honor to host the festivities and the 
dedication of the Congressional Gold Medal 
display. The Congressional Gold Medal has 
since been moved from the Main Lobby to its 
permanent home in the Personal Courage 
Wing of the Museum of Flight. With it, is the 
newly built from scratch Fighter Ace Kiosk, 
an interactive display that holds information 

about all 1,447 Fighter Aces.
 
We hope to see you at the Museum to see the new display and kiosk 
sometime real soon!

Attendees at the Veteran's Day 
Brunch

Ace Mike Wolf and family 
(photo: Diane Quayle)

Honoree, Ernie Lee and Ace, Mike 
Wolf  (photo: Diane Quayle)

Ace, Mike Wolf and Museum 
CEO, Matt Hayes unveil the 

CGM display
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Available now
through U.S. Naval Institute Press

Visit www.usni.org 
to pick up your copy today!
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Ace Profile
Jack Lenox: Fifthteenth Airforce Lightning Ace

 By Jon Guttman

Jack Lenox is the last surviving ace of the 49th Squadron, 14th Fighter Group, Fifteenth Air Force. That 
status is one of several borne by a man who entered aviation as a noncommissioned officer without a college 
degree, who went on to play a role in the aerospace industry.
 Jack Lenox Jr. was born in Enid, Oklahoma on February 20, 1922. “All during high school I wanted to 
fly an airplane,” he recalled, and in August 1941 he sought to achieve that dream by joining the military. “The 
Navy required a college degree,” he said. “I wasn’t sure I wanted to take that long. To get into the Army Air 
Corps, you only needed two years of college and be a single man 18 to 22 years old.” Therefore, Lenox joined 
the Army Reserve on October 9, 1941, and trained at Chanute Field, Illinois with fellow “flying sergeants,” who 
upon qualifying were promoted to the pay grade of staff sergeant, but with the newly coined title of “flying 
officer.”  
 Lenox may have lacked a college degree, but he was a quick learner with a natural affinity for numbers. 
By Thanksgiving of 1941, he had qualified as a pilot and was waiting for orders at Chanute Field. These 
came in the form of assignments to courses in mechanics and, in January 1942, preflight training at Kelly 
Field, Texas. There, among other things, he helped a fellow pupil who was struggling with the mathematics 
until he fully grasped it. As Lenox recalled, that colleague went on to get a PhD. and a position at the Bendix 
Corporation. 
 From Kelly, Lenox went on to primary training at Stamford Field, basic at Brady and advanced training 
at Lubbock. After qualifying in Class 42I and attaining flying officer status, his first assignment was to fly 
Beech AT-11 twin-engine trainers at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, in preparation for flying the Martin B-26 
medium bomber. That plan was altered, however, as he was sent to Tampa, Florida, to do fighter training in 
Curtiss P-40s. Several weeks later he was sent to Dakar, Senegal, as a replacement for a squadron of North 
American P-51As. With him, from Class 43A, were two pilots alongside whom he would be serving in the near 
future, Houston C. Musgrove and Louis Benne. Upon arrival, however, the budding fighter pilots were in for 
another surprise.
 “I got to Africa the first day of September 1943,” Lenox said, “and there were no P-51s, they didn’t 
know what a P-51 looked like. They didn’t know what to do with us! I had been flying twin-engine AT-11s at 
bombardier school, so they stuck me on P-38s.” 
 Again, Lenox proved remarkably adaptable when it came to mastering the complexities of the twin-
engine fighter. “About all we learned how to do was take it off and land it,” he said. “We didn’t get any practice 
shooting the guns. We ended up going from P-51s into P-38s and…we’re flying combat missions.”
 By the time he was assigned to the 49th Squadron of the 14th Fighter Group on November 17, 1943, 
Lenox was sold on the Lightning. “The outmoded P-39s and P-40s were getting slaughtered by the Germans,” 

Jack Lenox Jr. during flight training. (Lenox Album)
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he said. “Only the P-38s were holding their own.” 
 The 14th Group had recently changed its 
affiliation from the tactical Twelfth 
Air Force to the newly formed 
strategic Fifteenth Air Force and had 
established its base at Triolo, Italy. 
Lenox’s principal personal mount 
in the months to come would be a 
P-38G that he christened Snookie, 
his nickname for a girl he had dated 
during training.
 Lenox had his first encounter 
with enemy aircraft during his 
third combat mission, escorting 
Boeing B-17s to Athens, Greece on 
December 20. The 14th Group was 
flying top cover at 28,000 feet and 
Lenox was in a flight led by the 
group commander, Lt. Col. Oliver B. 
Taylor, when the bomber formation 
was attacked by Messerschmitt Me 
109Gs. 
 “The group commander rolled his aircraft over 
and made a diving run toward the enemy aircraft down 
below,” Lenox recalled. “I followed him down but I 
didn’t know exactly what I was doing. I looked at my 
airspeed and said, ‘Oh, that’s too fast.’ The P-38 could 
dive at about 550 mph, but that was past the red line. 
And there I was, diving past the red line!”
 As he tried to brake his speed, Lenox noticed 
that his left foot was tapping the floor uncontrollably. 
This nervous tic ceased when he straightened out to 
find himself in an incredible position: “In front of me 
were four Me-109s just sitting there in formation, and 
I was right behind them. I started shooting at one of 
them and black smoke was running down his fuselage 
on both sides.” 
 At that point, Lenox noticed that his dive was 
carrying him past the 
German flight. “I did a tight 
[maneuver] to the left to get 
away from the other three, 
because I was about to pass 
them up,” he said. “Then 
they would be shooting at 
me!”  As he abruptly pulled 
up, he fired at the lead Me 
109 and perceived it to be 
emitting smoke also…and 
then he blacked out. 
 Lenox’s plane rose 
about 2,000 feet before 
his vision returned. “I saw 
another P-38 by itself,” he 
concluded, “so I scooted up 
there and got in formation 
with him. Lo and behold, it was the group commander 
who I started out with in the first place!” Back at Triolo, 
Lenox said: “I expected the commander would chew 
out my fanny for losing him in that dive, but he went 

through the whole after action talk without singling 
me out until the end, when he said, ‘…and all the 

time Jack was with me.’ He didn’t 
know I was gone!” 
 Taylor had, in fact, dived too 
fast and stalled out himself, though 
he also shot down an Me 109 for 
his first of an eventual five victories. 
‘Bob Seidman was also in my flight,’ 
Lenox recalled, ‘and he got three 
109s, so he had a good day. I was 
credited with one shot down and one 
damaged, but the next day I went by 
the intelligence tent and had them 
change my one destroyed to one 
probable, because I felt there was 
not enough information to support a 
claim of one destroyed.”
 By December 31, Lenox had 
accumulated 348 hours and 45 
minutes of training time and 116 

hours 10 minutes of pursuit time. On April 1, 1944, 
he received a battlefield commission from Lt. Gen. 
Nathan F. Twining and shortly afterward he was 
sent to Egypt to train at a Royal Air Force gunnery 
school, during which he got to fly the Supermarine 
Spitfire and marveled at its agility. “I learned some 
good things from the Brits,” he later said. “They 
made me a better pilot.” 
 After returning to Triolo on May 21, 2nd Lt. 
Lenox flew P-38J-15LO serial No. 42-68024, which 
he named Snookie II. “The P-38J had a new wing 
flap that really slowed you down,” he said. “You 
could turn inside a 109 with those flaps down.”
 On May 23, Lenox and 14 others of the 
49th Squadron carried out a strafing run on the 
airfield near Ferrara, base for the I and II Gruppen 
of Jagdgeschwader 77. Messerschmitt Me-109G 

pilots of II/JG.77 were 
engaged in a practice flight 
when their headquarters 
alerted them that 15 P-38s 
were coming in low on a 
northwesterly course. The 
only member of the group 
to reach Ferrara, however, 
was Unteroffizier Wilhelm 
Schulze of 5. Staffel, JG 
77, who reported technical 
trouble with Me 109G-6 W 
Nr 163172 Black 15, and 
was returning to the field 
when the P-38s arrived, 
as did 15 Republic P-47Ds 

of the 317th Squadron, 
325th Fighter Group, 

whose primary mission was to cover the strafing 
Lightnings. Schulze was shot down and killed 
in short order northwest of the field. Both 1st Lt. 
Cullen J. Hoffman or Robert S. Bass of the 317th 

Jack Lenox with girlfriend, future wife 
and inspiration for the name of his 

fighters, Marlyn “Snookie” Hickman 
in 1943. (Lenox Album)

2nd Lt. Lenox poses by a Supermarine Spitfire Mark 
V that he got to fly in Egypt in May 1944. 

(Lenox Album)
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Fighter Squadron, were credited with sending their 
opponents crashing into the sea. Nearby, Lenox 
found an Me 109 coming at him “with guns blinking” 
and confidently turned to engage it head-on. “Two 
things about the P-38,” he 
said, “those contra-rotating 
props made for a stable gun 
platform, and its guns were 
all in the nose, set from zero 
to infinity.” When he opened 
fire, the Messerschmitt went 
into a steep climb and just 
as it was about to stall he 
saw the enemy pilot bail 
out. It was credited as his 
first victory. 
 On the other side, I/
JG.77 credited one of its 
pilots who got airborne, 
Leutnant Bodo Krause, with 
attacking a P-47 at 5,500 
meters altitude and sending it crashing into the sea 
south of Albano. All of the 317th’s Thunderbolts 
returned, however, as did all of the 49th Squadron’s 
Lightings.
 On May 24, the Fifteenth Air Force struck 
at airplane factories and facilities in Wiener 
Neustadt. The main opposition came in the form 
of Messerschmitt Me 110G-2s and Me 410s of 
Zerstörergeschwader 1, which, together with anti-
aircraft fire, brought down six American bombers. 
The 49th Fighter Squadron also mixed it up with 
the twin-engine fighters, Lenox getting on the tail 
of an “Me-210” and shooting it down over Wiener 
Neutstadt with a long burst of machine gun and 
20mm cannon fire. Another nine enemy planes 

were credited to his squadron mates—two to 1st Lt. 
Wilson H. Oldhouser and one each to 1st Lts. Louis 
Benne, John F. Cullen, and Thomas S. Purdy, and 
2nd Lts. Richard L. Fowler, Clyde L. Jones Jr. and 
John D. Lewis. Two P-38s were lost; 2nd Lt. Quentin 
A. Teige last being seen fighting over Friedberg, 
and 2nd Lt. John H. Penning going down 60 miles 
south of Wiener Neustadt. Teige was killed, but 
Penning survived, evaded capture and eventually 
made it back to the 14th Group. P-38s were credited 

to Me-110s piloted by Unteroffizier Schuller and 
Oberfeldwebel Lothar Uhlig of the 6th Staffel of ZG.1, 
the former claiming to have shot his opponent down 
from 5,500 meters altitude at 1140 hours and the 

latter getting his at 6,000 
meters over Bad Vöslau at 
1142. 
 On May 25, the Allied 
forces began their long-
delayed breakout from 
the Anzio beachhead and 
the Fifteenth Air Force 
gave strategic support by 
attacking Axis targets in 
the north, including the 
airbase at Piacenza, with 
100 bombers escorted 
by 40 fighters. The initial 
German response came 
from three Me 109s of Stab 
(headquarters squadron) of 

JG 77, which claimed a B-24 and two P-38s, followed 
by aircraft of II./JG 77, which also claimed a P-38 
and a B-24. In addition, Italian Macchi C.205s of the 
2a Squadriglia, Io Gruppo, and Fiat G-55s of the 
4a Squadriglia, IIo Gruppo gamely rose to engage 
the Americans, also claiming a B-24 as well as 
“probably” downing a P-38. Lenox, flying P-38J-15LO 
42-104262 No.48, claimed an Me 109 over Piacenza 
field, which was counted as “damaged.” This was 
one of three Me 109s that JG 77 reported making 
emergency landings that day. 
 The Italians suffered heavier losses, Capitano 
Vittorio Satta being killed in an MC.205 and Tenente 
Sergio Orsolan dying when his stricken G-55 crashed 
in the Val Dorba. Two P-38s were claimed south of 
Bologna by Sergente Maggiore Dino Forlani of the 
2a Squadriglia, 1o Gruppo. The only actual American 
loss, 2nd Lt Richard L. Fowler, Jr. of the 49th, 
was last seen bailing out over the Po Valley near 
Piacenza at 1300, but was since listed as missing in 
action.
 Lenox’s most desperate dogfight pitted his 
squadron against two századok (squadrons) of the 
101st Vadász Ostaly (fighter group) of the Magyar 
Királyi Honvéd Légierö, (Royal Hungarian Air Force, 
or RHAF). Based at Veszprém airfield in western 
Hungary, the group consisted of Századok 101/1, 
101/2 and 101/3. The noses of its Me 109G-6s were 
marked with red puma heads and its best pilots had 
seen combat over the Eastern Front before being 
called back for homeland defense.  
 On June 14, 1944, 600 American bombers and 
fighters entered Hungary. Primary targets for the 
B-17Gs and Consolidated B-24Hs were oil refineries 
in the Budapest area, and the Nitrogen Works at 
Pét. In addition, Lightnings of the 82nd Fighter 
Group struck at Kecskemét airfield, destroying four 
Messerschmitt Me 323E-2 Gigant cargo planes of 
German Transportgeschwader 5 and a fifth from the 

Lenox is third from right in the second row in this 
group shot of 49th Fighter Squadron pilots taken on 

May 22, 1944. (Tech Sgt. R.W. Greenwood)

The “Messerschmitt Me 210” credited as Lenox’s second 
victory on May 24, 1944 was most likely an Me 410 of 
Zerstörergeschwader 1, like that shown here. (Asisbiz)
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reserve corps.        
 At the rear of the bomber stream was the 55th 
Bomb Wing, escorted by P-38Js of the 37th, 48th and 
49th squadrons of the 14th Fighter Group. Each of the 
squadrons had fielded 16 planes, but the 49th lost one 
early on when 2nd Lt. Clyde E. Durbin, who had been 
suffering from diarrhea for the past few days, had to 
turn back. 
 As the Americans neared Pét, 32 Me 109G-6s 
of the 101st Osztaly, led by Captain Gyula Horváth, 
were moving to intercept them. Also approaching the 
area were 80 Me 109s and Fw-190s of the German 
8th Jagddivision, then known to include the II and III 
Gruppen of JG 27, II./JG 300 and I./JG 302, as well as 
Me 410A-1s of the I and II Gruppen of ZG 76). 

 
 
 

“Rendezvous was made on schedule and the three 
squadrons positioned themselves above the bomber 
stream, making lazy turns back and forth across 
the route of flight to maintain position,” wrote 2nd Lt. 
Donald A. Luttrell of the 49th Squadron. “Our bombers 
were the last in the stream and as we approached the 
target, we found a column of smoke rising to above 
25,000 feet from the attention the oil refinery had 
received from the bombers further up the chain.
 “Standard procedure was to escort the bombers 
to the initial point and as they turned on the bomb run 
to the target we would swing wide and go around to 
meet them on the other side,” Luttrell continued, “the 
thinking being that enemy fighters didn’t follow the 
bombers through the flak, so there was no reason for 
us to do so. For reasons I never learned the 37th and 
48th Squadrons went around the smoke column to the 
east.  The 49th went around to the west. As we were 
halfway around the arc taking us to the other side we 
were probably 50 miles from the other two squadrons 
with a big column of smoke between us.
 “The bombing was very good and we could see 
bombs exploding in the tank farm at the refinery. Guys 
started making comments on this over the radio and 
15 pairs of eyes were on the target below instead of 
looking around as they should have been. Then a 
voice came over the radio, ‘51s high at 10 o’clock,” 
followed immediately by, “51s hell, those are 109s.’ 

All heads snapped to the left and there they were! 
Later estimates fell somewhere between 50 and 75 
109s, but they looked like a thousand.”  
 The fighters bearing down on the 49th were 
in actuality 32 Me-109G-6s of the 101st Osztaly, 
which like the American 14th Group had divided 
its three squadrons up for specific tasks. The 
101/1 Század, flying in the lead, was to attack the 
bombers while the 101/2 provided it with close 
protection from American fighters and the 101/3 
provided additional top cover. It was a good plan 
in theory, but did not work out in practice when the 
two forces met at about 1110 hours. For one thing, 
the Hungarians had scrambled late and did not 
reach the bombers until they had already unloaded 
over the targets. At that point, with the 37th and 
48th squadrons way up front, the only fighters in a 
position to interfere with the Pumas’ plans were the 
15 P-38s of the 49th. 
 “The bombers had already made their runs 
and gone through the target,” recalled Lenox. “We 
made an extra 360-degree circle over the target 
area when they came diving at us from above.”  
 “Over the target, aircraft were called out at 
nine o’clock and six o’clock positions, and I radioed 
the squadron to drop belly tanks,” reported 1st Lt. 
Louis Benne, who was leading the 49th on the 
mission. “The enemy consisted of about fifty Bf-
109s and Fw-190s. ‘This’ll be interesting,’ I thought 
to myself, ‘fifty against fifteen P-38s.’” 
 “Talk about activity in the cockpit,” Don 
Luttrell recalled. “Drop tanks, switch gas selectors, 
mixtures to rich, rpms high, throttles up, all the time 
in a hard left turn….Someone called for the other 
two squadrons to come help us, but they may as 
well have been in the Pacific theater and we had all 
these guys to ourselves.”
 The 101/1 Squadron managed to fight its way 
through the scrimmage of P-38s, but the Americans 
had disrupted the Hungarians’ formation and 
slowed them up—just enough to turn their attack 
on the bomber formations into an ineffective stern 
chase.     
 Moments later, however, the other two Puma 
squadrons descended on the 49th and the main 
event was on. The combat diary of 2nd Lt. Pál Forró 
gave some idea of the Hungarians’ confusion:
  “We were approximately 2,500 meters 
when our first order came. ‘Gain altitude to 6,000 
meters. Assembly area Komárom.’ Immediately 
afterward, another order came: ‘Györ-Komárom 
airspace—German Messerschmitt 109s and 
Focke Wulf 190s, approximately wing strength.’ 
Our group began ascending in column formation 
in a northerly direction, with my flight well above 
our formation….As we reached the Danube line, 
we glimpsed the German formation circling. There 
was no time to reorganize our formation—Szikla 
[“Rock,” the Hungarians’ codename for their fighter 
control station, located in a military installation five 

A column of smoke rises above the nitrogen factory at 
Pétfürdö, Hungary as Calamity Jane, a Consolidated B-24H 
of the 724th Squadron, 451st Bomb Group, passes over on 

June 14, 1944. (National Archives)
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floors deep in the rocks of Mount Gellért] announced 
‘Bombers over Budapest.’ Our group turned right 
over the Danube when the shrieking voice of 
Sergeant [István] Fabian sounded: ‘Behind us, Létrák 
[“stepladders,” the Hungarians’ nickname for P-38s]!’ 
Approaching us from the south, I noticed as our 
loose group turned right, Létrák in front of us and 
about 1,500 meters below us.”
 “We were soon in the thickest battle I 
experienced,” remarked Benne. “I found myself firing 
at a 109, got some hits and continued on around.  
I then noticed I was alone. Later, I found out my 
number two man had trouble dropping his tanks and 
kept going down 11,000 feet before getting rid of 
them. Number three and four followed him, leaving 
me at 22,000 feet attempting to join the rest of the 
squadron.

“I saw a Bf-109 making a pass at another flight,” 
Benne continued. “I dove down and commenced 
firing from approximately five hundred yards to one 
hundred yards, and from thirty degrees dead astern. 
I registered fatal hits and saw the enemy burst into 
flames. I turned toward the squadron again and 
found myself on the tail of another 109. I fired short 
bursts, and began to get angry at myself for not 
registering a fatal hit. Pieces of the canopy flew off 
the 109, then I myself was hit by another 109 behind 
me.
 “My right engine was shot out, the instrument 
panel shattered, and the left engine was burning. I 
was also hit in the shoulder by fragments of a 20mm 
shell, which exploded in the cockpit.
 “I snapped my airplane into a spin and had to 
leave it due to the fire. I bailed out and was captured 
by the enemy shortly afterward. The pilot who shot 
me down buzzed me a few times on the ground and 
later visited me in the hospital at Budapest. Through 
an interpreter he told me that I was not as fortunate 
as the German I was shooting at when I was shot 
down myself. He had bailed out and was flying again. 

He also told me that I was his thirteenth American 
victory, and that he had been flying Bf-109s for six 
years.” 
 It seems likely that much of what Benne 
was told in the hospital was lost in the translation. 
Evidently some German Me-109Gs from the 4th 
Staffel of JG 302 entered the fight and one of its 
pilots, Leutnant Ernst-Dieter Grumme, claimed a 
P-38 over Lake Balaton at 1125 as his 22nd victory, 
but JG 302 was not based close enough to Budapest 
for him to have been likely to visit anyone there. It is 
possible that Benne was shot down by 2nd Lt. László 
Molnár of the 101/3 Század, an Eastern Front veteran 
who had at least 18 Soviet aircraft to his credit at 
that time, and who also had a reputation for chivalry 
among his comrades-in-arms.
 At that point, the two Hungarian squadrons 
had broken up into a milling free-for-all, while the 
American P-38 pilots tried to provide one another 
with mutual support. “In a short time the 49th had 
split into two groups, each doing a Lufbery circle, 
one clockwise and one counterclockwise,” Luttrell 
reported. “I was in a turn to the right when my 
element leader, Clyde Jones, did a wingover and 
turned out to the left.  I followed him. When we 
had turned about 90 degrees his aircraft suddenly 
turned into a ball of fire. The 109 that got him had 
obviously dived down from above as he had a speed 
advantage over us. He pulled up over Clyde and 
began to climb away. I rolled level and gave him a 
three-second burst. A wing dropped and I gave him 
another two-second burst. A ball of black smoke 
came out and he started down trailing smoke all the 
way.”
 It is possible that 2nd Lt. Clyde L. Jones was 
attacked by two Me-109s, although Luttrell only saw 
one of them. Pál Forró of the 101/2 Század and 2nd 
Lt. László Dániel of the 101/3 were jointly credited 
with a P-38 near Pusztavám, but moments later 
Forró’s plane was shot down and his own account 
of the action strongly suggests that Luttrell was his 
assailant:
 “We took advantage of our superior altitude,” 
Forró wrote, “attacking head-on approximately 30 
degrees. The very first [enemy] flight flashed by 
below us, I couldn’t even fire at them. One of the 
planes of the third flight appeared in my gun sight, I 
opened fire with my 13mm and 20mm [guns] and hit 
him in the left wing root.  Explosion. Pieces of metal 
and the Létra went down.
 “I jerked my plane up and heard a drumbeat 
and saw my wing being hit,” Forró continued. “At 
that moment our whole group got involved. I was hit 
again and again. Smoke filled my cabin. I cut the 
fuel switch, turned the engine off and turned and 
dove away, trying to save myself. I turned toward our 
airfield while diving and released the canopy at a 
very low altitude to let the smoke out. Near Pétfürdö 
I zoomed into the thick black smoke of the burning 
oilfield in order to shake loose the Lightning behind 

Hadnagy László Molnár of the 101./3 Vadászrepülöszázad 
(fighter squadron) was credited with one P-38 “Létra” 

(“stepladder”)during the June 14, 1944 dogfight and had a 
total of 23 when he was killed by a North American P-51D 

of the 31st Fighter Group on August 7, 1944. 
(George Punka Archive)
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me, then made a quick turn north. Gradually I lost 
speed gliding toward a grassy field. I hit the ground, 
bouncing twice, at a speed of approximately 100 
kilometers per hour and entered the edge of a forest. I 
stepped out of my plane—of which 
only the engine was left—without 
a scratch. As the wings were torn 
off, they slowed down the rest of 
the plane.  The crash-landing took 
place about six kilometers from 
Várpalota.”
 When Clyde Jones bailed 
out of his P-38, he was so badly 
burned that part of one ear 
remained in his helmet when he 
pulled it off. Nevertheless, he 
parachuted to earth and ended 
up on another floor of the same 
hospital as Benne, although neither 
was aware that the other had been there until after the 
war.
 “I remember the first enemy plane I fought most 
vividly,” said Jack Lenox. “I fired as we came head-
on and his landing gear came down right off the bat. 
Pieces were going back over my aircraft in all different 
directions. After shooting at that one, I reached down 
and pulled the two toggle switches to drop my belly 
tanks.”   
 “We got into a double Lufbery circle,” recalled 
2nd Lt. George T. Johnson, who left it at one point to 
fire at a target of opportunity. “I led him, shot him with 
a few-second burst, then got back in. I didn’t have time 
to notice whether I got him, but after I got back, my 
camera film showed a bright fire on him, so I 
was credited with one Me 109.”
 “Moose” Musgrove remembered 
that he “scored some good hits,” but like 
Johnson, he had no time to pay much 
attention to the results. He was later credited 
with one Me- 109 shot down and one 
probable, and was awarded the Silver Star. 
 Other members of the 49th claimed 
more. At 1110, 2nd Lt. Swanson T. Shortt 
was at an altitude of 17,000 feet when he 
turned into one of his attackers so tightly 
that his P-38 fell into a spin. “Recovering 
from the spin, I saw an enemy aircraft 
crossing my path,” he reported. “I fell 
behind him. From dead astern I 
fired a four-second burst at this 
enemy aircraft. The enemy plane 
burst into flames.” Now down to 
4,500 feet, Shortt sighted three 
Me 109s attacking him from the 
rear. “I made a tight turn coming 
out directly in front of the enemy 
aircraft,” he said. “As I fired a long 
burst I observed my cannon shells 
exploding in his engine nacelle. 
A few seconds later this enemy 

aircraft nosed over and crashed into the ground.” 
At 1120, Shortt reported that the remaining two 
Me 109s were still pressing their attack on him. He 

went into a steep chandelle and 
found one of the enemy ahead 
and above him. “Increasing my 
manifold pressure to 74 inches 
I began to overtake him,” Shortt 
wrote. “From a distance of 150 
yards dead astern I gave this 
enemy aircraft a long burst. I 
saw my cannon shells explode 
around his fuselage [and the] 
the Me 109 blew up.”
  Shortt was credited 
with three Me-109s that day, 
but Musgrove also remembered 
that he “was all shot-up, coming 
back with 49 holes in his plane.” 

Shortt’s last attacker, who he managed to lose in the 
smoke of the burning refinery, was either Grumme 
or 2nd Lt. József Málik of the Hungarian 101/2 
Század, who claimed a Lightning near Pusztavám. 
In addition to Shortt’s triple claim, 1st Lt. Thomas S. 
Purdy was credited with downing two Me-109s and 
damaging two others, while 2nd Lts. Don Luttrell, 
John B. Thomas, Moses J. Long and James W. 
Tipton were each credited with one Me-109.
 Lenox, who had just made his first claim, was 
not through yet. “I saw a P-38 that had both engines 
on fire and the Me-109s sitting behind him,” he 
recalled. “One of the 109s left and I stuck with the 
other one. I wasn’t that good of a shot—it had to be 

head-on or I had to be straight behind him. 
Well, I was right behind this time and I sent 
him down trailing smoke.” 
 Lenox believes that the plane he tried 
to help was that of 2nd Lt. Wesley L. Jule, 
the last man in Purdy’s flight, who had 
to bail out and was taken prisoner. 2nd 
Lt. John L. McLaughlin, who had been 
Benne’s wingman, was last seen going 
down with both engines smoking. Lenox 
thought McLaughlin had been killed until 
he ran into him at a 14th Fighter Group 
reunion in Denver, Colorado, in 1983. 
2nd Lt. Bill D. Williams, whom Lenox 
remembered as being “fairly new in the 

squadron,” was also shot down, 
but he, too, turned up alive after 
the war.   
 “I fired at two or three more,” 
said Lenox, “but I couldn’t get 
a good deflection and I know I 
missed them. Then all of a sudden 
one Messerschmitt skidded in 
front of me—perhaps he overshot 
his target. He must have been only 
50 yards away when I pressed the 
trigger and saw four or five shells 

2nd Lt. Houston C. “Moose” Musgrove Jr. 
and his mechanic pose beside his P-38J 42-
106277 South’n Belle in June 1944 (Houston 

C. Musgrove via Jon Guttman)

Hadnagy Pál Bélavári of the 101./3 
Vadászrepülöszázad (fighter squadron) 

probably lost a landing gear leg to Lenox’s 
fire, later joined Dezsö Szentgyörgyi in 
shooting down 2nd Lt. Wesley Jule and 

then was shot down by Lenox for the 
second—and last—time. He survived the 
crash and scored one victory before being 
killed by a P-51 near Vesprém airfield on 
October 12, 1944, possibly by 1st Lt. Lee 
A. Archer of the 302nd Squadron, 332nd 
Fighter Group. (George Punka Archive)
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hit right in his engine, but just then all five of my guns 
stopped—I had run out of ammunition—and then I 
couldn’t see him anymore, as I was in a tight bank.  I 
did not claim that one, but my wingman, John Thomas, 
later claimed that he went down.”
 That victory, Lenox’s third in the course of the 
dogfight, brought his total to five.  For the time being, 
however, the new ace had other concerns. “For the 
last three or four minutes, I was just staying in the 
Lufbery, hoping that whoever was behind me would 
cover me,” he said. “We didn’t break off the action, 
they disengaged from us. I felt that they had either run 
out of fuel or ammunition and they had to go home.”
 “We could see we had aircraft missing,” Lenox 
noted as the Lightnings reassembled for the long flight 
back to Italy. “Seven came home together with me. 
Shortt came in later, by himself.”
 George Johnson also came back late, pursued 
by at least two Me-109s whose gunfire consistently 
fell short. “I was more worried about my airplane,” he 
said, “getting my power back up. I couldn’t use my 
radio, but I used the navigational guide, ‘Big Fence’ 
to get a heading.  After awhile, however, I determined 
that I was heading for Greece—the Germans must 
have been giving me a false heading. I switched onto 
Big Fence again, got a new 
heading, and made it back. I 
was an hour behind everyone 
and they’d given me up for 
lost; my crew chief, Tech. Sgt. 
Herbert Bennett, had tears 
in his eyes when he saw I’d 
made it back.” 
 The Hungarians claimed 
nine P-38s, but only confirmed 
five, based on the wreckage 
that they found afterward. 
Molnár and Málik were each 
credited with one “Létra” 
near Pusztavám, as were 
2nd Lts. Forró and Dániel in a 
joint effort, in addition to which 
German pilot Grumme was 
credited with a sixth P-38, their victims being Benne, 
McLaughlin, and Jones, as well as the erroneously 
claimed Shortt. 2nd Lt. György Debrödy of the 101/3 
Század was credited with a Lightning over Dudar, 
where the Hungarians subsequently found the 
wreckage of Williams’ P-38J, 43-28346. The fifth P-38, 
probably Jule’s, was shot down over Vérteskozma 
by Ensign Dezsö Szentgyörgyi of the 101/2 Század, 
assisted by 2nd Lt. Pál Bélavári of the 101/3.  
Sergeant István Fábián, Ensign Gyula Zsíros and 
Senior Corporals Illés Poboda and Pál Takáts made 
unsubstantiated claims; either or both of the latter 
two pilots may have been vainly harassing George 
Johnson. 
 While the 14th Fighter Group had some first-
rate pilots, the opposing force boasted its own share. 
Molnár’s score stood at 23 when he was killed by 

P-51Ds of the 31st Fighter Group on August 7, 
1944. Málik was credited with 11 when he died in a 
strafing attack by Mustangs at Raffelding airfield, 
Austria, on April 16, 1945. Dániel survived the war 
with nine and Debrödy ended up with 26 victories. 
Szentgyörgyi, who had been credited with six 
Soviet aircraft prior to scoring his first and only 
P-38 victory on June 14, survived as the Hungarian 
Ace of Aces, with 29. Although his P-38 claim was 
not confirmed that day, Fábián ended up with 13 
victories by the end of the war. The sole victorious 
German, Ernst-Dieter Grumme, had 28 to his credit 
when he was killed on July 14, 1944—by a P-38 of 
the 14th Fighter Group. 
 In contrast to the final total of 13 
Messerschmitts credited to the 49th Squadron, 
only one Hungarian Me-109 had actually been 
destroyed outright—probably by Shortt—and its 
pilot, 2nd Lt. Gyula Király of the 101/2 Század, 
killed. Bélavári’s Me-109G-6, serial V.801, suffered 
crippling damage and as he tried to come down 
for a landing, he found that his landing gear 
was inoperable. He made a rough belly landing, 
severely damaging his plane. Forró had also crash-
landed, although like Bélavári, he emerged unhurt. 

Two other Hungarians, 1st 
Lt. József Bejczy and 2nd 
Lt. István Pászthy, had 
to leave the fight when 
their guns malfunctioned, 
and the smoke emitted 
as they dove away at 
full-throttle might have 
been interpreted by their 
American opponents as 
indicating that they were in 
worse trouble than was the 
case. Pászthy, frustrated 
after getting on a P-38’s tail 
only to have his guns jam 

on June 14, was killed just 
two days later, after he rashly 
tried to take on nine American 

fighters. In addition to the Hungarian losses, the 
Germans wrote off one of I./JG 302’s Me-109s, 
which may have been one of those credited to 
Benne or Shortt.  
 It is possible that Lenox claimed Bélavári 
twice—causing serious but not crippling damage 
early in the engagement and then, when Bélavári 
rejoined the fight and assisted Szentgyörgyi in 
attacking Jule, Lenox may have sent him down 
again, at which point Bélavári discovered that his 
landing gear had been shot off earlier. That theory 
may never be confirmed, because Bélavári was 
shot down and killed by Mustangs of the 332nd 
Fighter Group on October 12. 
 Even if the 49th’s Lightning pilots had taken 
the worst of the June 14 dogfight, Luttrell judged 
that “The mission could be called a strategic 

Lenox re-enacts his last combat with his mechanic 
beside his P-38J-10LO serial No. 42-68024 

Snookie II. (Jon Guttman) 
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success because the 109s never reached the bombers and 
losing five fighters is better than losing five bombers.” 
 While the 49th was fending off the Pumas, P-51B Mustangs 
of the 31st Fighter Group’s 307th Squadron, which had been 
escorting B-17Gs of the 5th Bomber Wing, encountered a dozen 
Me-410s of I/ZG.76 over the Dráva River. Lt. Col. William A. 
Daniel, Capt. Samuel J. Brown and 1st Lt. Edmund M. Antonini 
each claimed an Me-410 destroyed. According to German 
records, an Me-410 of 4./ZG 76 was lost over Lucacz, Croatia, 
while two other planes from II./ZG 76 limped to Kbely airbase 
near Prague, only to be wrecked in crash-landings. 2nd Lt. 
William D. White of the 307th Squadron reported an oil leak, 
possibly due to battle damage, and had to bail out near the 
Yugoslav border. His P-51 fell in Hungary, but White parachuted 
safely near Osijek, on the Croatian side of the border, and 
eventually made it back to Allied territory.     
 Eleven bombers were shot down by anti-aircraft fire and 
another two, a B-17G of the 2nd Bomb Group and a B-24H of the 
460th bomb Group, fell victim to the German fighters on June 
14. In spite of those losses, the Fifteenth Air Force considered this a success, having severely damaged the 
nitrogen factory at Pét, and the oil refineries at Ujszász and Szöny.
 Lenox flew his last sortie on July 20, giving him a total of 51 with 252 combat flying hours. “Fighter pilots 
in the Fifteenth Air Force had to complete 50 missions before they could go home,” he said, “but I flew one 
more so I could say I’d gone beyond the call of duty.” After Lenox departed, his P-38J Snookie II was flown 
by 2nd Lt. Donald A. Tracy until they were shot down by flak while strafing a German facility at Orance Plan 
de Dieu, France, on August 13, 1944. 
 On returning stateside, Lenox served as a P-38 instructor at Van Nuys, California until November 1945. 
“I then left the service but stayed in the Reserve,” he said. Serving at airbases in Long Beach and Barksdale. 
“Then the Korean War came along,” he said, “and in 1951 I went back in as a captain, flying Boeing B-29s for 

five or six years. I tried to get into North American F-86s, but they wouldn’t let me 
because I was already qualified in B-29s.” In that capacity, he flew Superfortresses 
with the 91st Strategic Reconnaissance Squadron in Columbus, Ohio until 1952, 
then KB-50s with the 508th Refueling Squadron in Albany, Georgia throughout 
1953. In 1955, he instructed on B-29s at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. In 
1956, he flew Douglas C-54s for the 5th Air Division from Sidi Slimane, Morocco. 
In 1958, he was given command of the 579th Missile Squadron at Walker AFB 
near Roswell, New Mexico, and when he protested to being unqualified for such a 
task, the Air Force sent him to New York University and the University of California 
to study missile technology. He went on to work at I Strategic Air Command at 
Vandenburg AFB, California, in 1965, and had 25 years, four months and 15 
days of service behind him when he retired from the Air Force at Vandenburg in 
January 1967, with the rank of lieutenant colonel.
 Lenox promptly applied his military education to the civilian world, working 
on Project Apollo at Kennedy Space Center and subsequently for the Bendix 
Corporation and United Technologies until his final retirement in July 1984. His 
remarkable career was capped by the ace receiving the Congressional Gold Star 
in May 2015.
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News of the Aces
Aces and Friends Luncheon, July 14, 2017

By: Honoree, Col. Lee Forbes   Photos: Bill Duvall and Gary McDaniel           
 On Friday, July 14, The South Texas Chapter of the American Fighter Aces Association once again 
gathered for our quarterly Luncheon/Meeting at the Petroleum Club in San Antonio. This was a special 
gathering since it was the first meeting of 2017 that Marine Ace, Col. Dean Caswell, and his wife, Mary, were 
able to attend since he took a fall at home in December 2016 that required major surgery and extensive rehab, 
which is still on going as of this writing. Joining both of them was our senior Air Force Ace, Brig. Gen. Frank 
Gailer. As such, this actually turned out to be a “Hail and Farewell” 
gathering that I’ll cover later.
 Following our Pledge of Allegiance, I introduced our Aces, 
Acettes, Honorees, Friends of the Aces, and Guests. Brig. Gen. 
Frank Gailer, USAF (Ret) was assigned to the 363 FS, 357 FG, 8 AF 
(ETO) during WWII. He was credited with 5.5 confirmed victories in a 
P-51 Mustang before being shot down on Thanksgiving Day 1944 by 
another American Fighter Group P-51 Mustang. As he recalls, it was 
a “Blue-nosed” airplane, but no one in the 352 FG claimed his shoot 
down that day. As the result of a successful bailout, he became a 
POW of the Germans until liberated by the Russians in May 1945.  
He currently serves as a member of the AFAA Board of Directors. 
His decorations include: 3 Legions of Merit, 2 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, The Purple Heart, and 21 Air Medals. During the Vietnam 
War he flew F-100, Super Sabres, while serving as the Commander 
of the 35 TFW, PACAF, at Phan Rang AB, South Vietnam. Fellow 
Ace, Col. Dean Caswell, USMC (Ret) served on board the USS Bunker Hill during WWII as a member of VMF-
221 (PTO) flying the F4U Corsair. He has 7 confirmed victories and survived a Kamakazi attack on the Carrier. 
He is the current Vice-President of the AFAA. His decorations include: The Silver Star, 2 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, and 5 Air Medals.  He has flown combat in three wars: WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. His wife, Mary, is 
also an Acette. She was the widow of the late WWII Marine Ace, Col. Archie Donahue USMC (Ret), who flew 
the F4F Wildcat and the F4U Corsair. Col. Donahue held The Navy Cross, 3 Distinguished Flying Crosses, and 
5 Air Medals. He had 14 confirmed victories. Col. Caswell and his wife, Mary, live in Austin, TX.
 She was joined by another Acette, Madeline Welch. She is the widow of the WWII P-38 Lightning, Ace, 
the late Col. Darrell Welch, USAF (Ret), who had 5 confirmed victories. He was the holder of the Silver Star, 
Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, and 12 Air Medals. She resides in San Antonio, TX.
 Two Honorees were in attendance, Col. Ward Boyce, USAF (Ret), Former Executive Director of the 
AFAA, and myself.
 Fifteen Friends of the Fighter Aces were also in attendance: Col. Gary Baber, USAF (Ret) and his guest, 

Capt. Kyle “Vapor” Rainwater USAF, JBSA-Randolph; Col. Bill Jacobs (CH) USAF 
(Ret); Col. Ed Garland, USAFR (Ret) and his Guest, Maj. Robb Dudgel, USAF,  
JBSA-Randolph; Col. Bill Stewart, USAF (Ret); Col. J.B. Stone, USAF (Ret) and 
his guest Col. David “Gabby” Hayes, USAF (Ret); Col. Eddie Pickrel, USAF (Ret) 
Lt. Col.  Granville Coggs, (MC), USAFR (Ret); Lt. Col. Bill Duvall, USAF (Ret); Lt. 
Col. Bob Garland, USAF (Ret);  Maj. Gary McDaniel, USAF (Ret); Mr. Chris Mann 
and his guest, Mr. Ryan Tudyk;  Mr. Robert Lee, and his guest, Ms. Andrea Jones; 
Mr. Scott MacWilliams; Mr. Bryan Miller; and Dr. Bruce Winter M.D.
 Other Guests included: Lt. Col. John “Batt, Platt, USAF, JBSA-Randolph; 
Lt. Col. Rick Sinkfield, USAF (Ret); and Mrs. Carolyn Meyers.
 Our Distinguished Guest and Speaker for this Luncheon/Meeting was Col. 
Thomas “T.K.” Smith, USAFR, who is the Commander of the Air Force Reserve 
Command, 433rd Airlift Wing, at JBSA-Lackland, in San Antonio. He directs 
the operations and activities of approximately 2,500 personnel assigned to 21 
subordinate units. The Alamo Wing is the home of the formal training unit for all 
C-5 Galaxy training. He was a distinguished graduate of the Air Force Academy 
and was a Guggenheim Scholar.  He has held major leadership positions in four 
major commands, as well as, serving as an Assistant Professor at the Air Force 
Academy. In 2001 he transferred from active duty to the Air Force Reserve. He 

has served as an instructor pilot, pilot resource manager, squadron operations officer, deputy operations group 
commander, and was the commander of the 507th Air Refueling Group and the 459th Air Refueling Wing. He 

Honoree, Lee Forbes; Guest, Lt Col John 
“Batt” Platt; Ace, Dean Caswell; Friend, 
Gary Baber; Guest, Capt Kyle “Vapor” 

Rainwater; and Guest, Major Robb Dudgel.

Local Tuskegee Airmen 
Chapter President, Rick 

Sinkfield, making remarks.
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led missions in support of Operations Allied Force, Joint Guardian, Provide Comfort, Northern Watch, Iraqi 
Freedom, and Enduring Freedom. In 2011, he deployed and served as 
Team Chief in the U.S European Command Joint Operations Center 
during the initial actions of Operations Odessy Dawn and Unified 
Protector. He is a command pilot with 6,500 flying hours and 350 
combat and combat support flying hours. He has flown the T-37A, 
T-38B, all of the early C-5 series, culminating in the C-5M, T-3A, C-21A, 
and KC-135R. His discussion of the various missions flown by his Wing 
in support of daily Air Force operations as well as humanitarian activities 
in support of disaster relief and national emergencies proved most 
interesting. I was a surprise to learn that his Wing was also the only 
“school house” that exists for all Active Duty and Reserve C-5 Crew 
members.  
 Following Col. Smith’s remarks, Gen. Gailer was invited to speak 
and he announced this would be his last meeting with us and that he 
was going to move to Louisville, CO the following month to live with his 
youngest daughter. This came as a surprise to most of us who were not 
expecting his “farewell” announcement this soon. Next Col. Caswell was asked to speak and he expressed his 
pleasure in being able to once again travel to our gatherings, despite still facing extensive rehab. He mentioned 
that he was looking forward to attending the 2017 Fighter Aces Reunion in San Antonio in September. At this 

juncture Col. Ed Garland, who is our Chapter President and Chairman 
of the 2017 Fighter Aces Reunion, spoke about the planned activities 
at JBSA-Randolph that included an Aces Symposium and Happy Hour 
with food and beverages, as well as those planned for downtown at 
the Holiday Inn River Walk. He then handed out registration forms 
for the reunion and encouraged everyone to attend. Next, I invited 
some of our first-time guests to tell us about themselves. Col. David 
“Gabby” Hayes introduced himself and told a few “war stories” about 
flying the F-15 in combat and his experiences as a Commander. 
Maj. Robb Dudgel, USAF, received his commission through the Air 
Force Airman Education and Commissioning Program and is the 
spouse of Chief Master Sergeant Juliet Dudgel, USAF, who is the new 
Command Chief of Air Education and Training Command.  Capt. Kyle 
“Vapor” Rainwater, USAF, told us that he was currently going through 
T-38 Instructor Pilot Training in the 460 FTS at JBSA-Randolph. He 
had just returned from flying F-16 combat missions in Afghanistan 
and shared some of his 

experiences during his deployment. Hopefully, they will return in the 
future and consider becoming Friends of the Fighter Aces. Lt. Col. 
Rick Sinkfield, USAF (Ret), Commander of the Tuskegee Airmen 
Chapter, in San Antonio, outlined what they and their National 
Organization are doing to promote the legacy and history of the 
original 332nd Fighter Group since they are experiencing a declining 
population not unlike the AFAA. As our meeting was coming to a 
close our Chaplain, Col. (CH) Bill Jacobs, USAF (Ret) made few 
remarks about a series of six books that he had written about a 
“letter courtship” between his Civil War relative and his then fiancée, 
Lizzie, who later became his spouse. The “Dear Lizzie” series was 
based on 146 letters that had been saved and preserved by family 
members that documented this lengthy romance. The relative 
served in the 2nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment as an enlisted 
soldier and suffered serious war wounds, but recovered enough 
to return to battle. He later served as a commissioned officer in the 10th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry Regiment 
having personally recruited 45 men to serve in his regiment. The series provides considerable insight into the 
trials and tribulations that both experienced during and after the War. I’ve read all six of the series and they 
are “page turners.” Following his commentary, Chaplain Jacobs led us in our benediction. I announced that 
our final Luncheon/Meeting of the year will be Friday, October 13. As you might imagine, as we were getting 
ready to depart, there was a rush to say good bye to Gen. Gailer and to wish him God Speed when he leaves 
San Antonio for his new home in Louisville, CO. He will be sorely missed by all of us who had the privilege of 
knowing him and all that he had done for the AFAA.

Honoree, Ward Boyce; Friend, 
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Roy Grinnell Studio

As the Official Artist, and an Honoree, of the American Fighter Aces Association, Roy has 
completed close to 50 original paintings, accurately portraying the aerial combat of Aces 
from WWI, WWII, Vietnam and the Korean War. His book, Roy Grinnell: Artist of the Aces, 

contains 159 images of his wonderful artwork. 
For more info or to make purchases, please visit:

www.roygrinnell.com
www.facebook.com/roygrinnell.aviationart

or call 214-537-4661
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Digitizing the Fighter Aces Collection
By: Ali Lane

World War I Collections Now Available Online
The Museum of Flight Archives is pleased to announce the completion 
of a grant-funded project to digitize all of our World War I-related archival 
holdings. The 18-month project, supported by the Council on Library 
and Information Resources with funding from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, has been the first of its kind for the Museum: a complete 
project to fully process, catalog, digitize, and make collections available 
online. The result is a dedicated website showcasing unique archival 
materials from approximately 50 collections related to World War I, 

collections that include the personal accounts 
of WWI aviators, technical information about the 
aircraft they flew, and ephemera that documents 
their wartime experiences.

The project website, which we have named The Museum of Flight Digital Collections, 
contains all of the digitized items and allows users to browse the collections as if the 
physical boxes and folders of materials were in front of them. There is a wealth of 
material to explore, from photograph albums to correspondence to military orders to 
sheet music of WWI-era songs. We are thrilled to be able to make these collections 
publicly available online, as they provide deeply personal insights into the challenges, 
hardships, and triumphs faced by soldiers and civilians alike. Of special interest to 
AFAA members: several items relate to World War I fighter aces and their equally 
famous squadrons, including two collections focused on the military service of 
Captain Hamilton Coolidge and Lieutenant Joseph Wehner.

We invite you to explore The Museum of Flight Digital Collections at http://mof.omeka.
net. We plan to add more content as we tackle future digitization projects, so stay tuned!

Digitizing the American Fighter Aces Oral Interviews
As the home of the American Fighter Aces Association, The Museum 
of Flight is steward to an amazing collection of AFAA materials, which 
includes photos, letters, paintings, uniforms, and more. One of the 
many highlights of this collection is the Aces oral histories: recorded 
interviews with dozens of fighter aces in which they discuss their 
training, missions, and experiences during the World Wars and the 
Korean War. These interviews were made over a period of 30 years 
starting in the 1960s, and many were conducted during anniversaries 
and reunions or for specific research projects, which may make them 
the only copies in existence. Unfortunately, access to these oral 
histories has been limited; they were recorded on tapes, audio reels, 
and other obsolete media, and no transcripts were made.

The good news is that The Museum of Flight Archives is working to rectify that. 
Using combined funds from an anonymous donation and a "Recordings at Risk" 
grant, the Archives team launched the AFAA Oral History Digitization Project, 
an ongoing effort to digitize, preserve, and increase access to these rare historic 
records. The project began in August 2016 with a thorough inventory of the 
collection, comprised of approximately 370 media items and featuring interviews 
with about 150 fighter aces. A couple months ago, we completed in-house 
digitization of the collection’s 200+ cassette tapes; offsite digitization of the most 
fragile, at-risk audio reels is currently taking place at the Northeast Document 
Conservation Center in Massachusetts. Our next steps will be to have professional 
transcripts made of the interviews and prepare the digitized audio files for upload 
to our newly launched online repository, The Museum of Flight Digital Collections 

Hamilton Coolidge's American 
Expeditionary Force Identity Card

Joseph Wehner in front of 
a Nieuport 27

AFAA Cassettes

AFAA audio reel

Wings of Valor
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(http://mof.omeka.net/). In spring of 2018, we plan to have both the transcripts and audio files available online.

We are very excited to share these oral histories with the public and allow others to hear and read the 
personal accounts of these fighter aces. There are countless stories to explore, such as:

• Harold Comstock’s rescue by Polish fighter ace Mike Gladych 
during a dogfight and their harrowing flight back to England.

• Gussie Daymond’s recollection of his visit to Nazi Germany, which 
fueled his decision to join the RAF Eagle Squadron No. 71.

• Mike Hadden’s misadventure after an emergency landing near 
Marcus Island, in what were apparently “shark-infested waters.”

• Besby Holmes’s recounting of his peaceful Saturday evening in 
Honolulu on December 6, 1941 and the chaos of the following 
morning during the Pearl Harbor attack.

• Bill Chick’s aerial victory against a Me 109 over Italy in January 1944 and his unexpected, postwar 
encounter with the German pilot. 

Stay tuned in spring 2018 for these and other stories from these amazing aviators!

Lewis W. Chick Jr.

A Call for Help
This past October, the Santa Rosa fire in California took a 
toll on trees, farms, and homes alike; leaving nothing but 
destruction in its wake. One of the victims of the fire was Tony 
Valencia, son of Ace Lt. Eugene A. Valencia, who lost his home 
in the fire. Along with his home, the Valencia family lost all of 
their photos and memorabilia that they had of their father.

If you have any photos, documents, or any other memorabilia of 
Lt. Eugene Valencia that you would like to donate to the family, 
or would be willing to make copies of to share, please contact 
Jema Hayes at jhayes@museumofflight.org or 207.768.7166 to 
coordinate.

Your help would be greatly appreciated so the Valencia family 
can try and re-piece together their father’s tangible legacy.

Wings of Valor
In November 2016, Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space 
Museum honored the American Fighter Aces at their Annual 
Spreading Wings Gala. The night was an incredible tribute to 
the skill, fortitude, courage, and heroics of the Fighter Aces. 
14 Aces were present that evening for the Gala and while 
there, they each signed 50 Wings of Valor books. The AFAA 
is currently selling these signed books for $200, with proceeds 
going to help with the production costs of the book.  

Call or email Jema Hayes with questions or to reserve your 
copy: 206-768-7166 | jhayes@museumofflight.org

21 
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Honoree Benjamin B. Cassiday (July, 25 1922 - September 
21, 2017)
Benjamin Buckles Cassiday, Jr., 95, passed away peacefully at his home in Niu Valley, 
Hawaii on Sept. 21, 2017. Ben was born in Honolulu on July 25, 1922, the son of 
Col. Benjamin Buckles Cassiday and Harriet Lucas Cassiday. Ben received his early 
schooling at Punahou and graduated from Culver Military Academy, Ind. in 1940 as 
Regimental Commander. He went on to the West Point, graduating in 1943, where 
he earned his pilot wings and commission as a 2nd lieutenant. Ben and his former 
wife, Barbara Dennison from Honolulu married in 1949, and had 3 beautiful children. 
Ben went on to have an honored military career in the United States Air Force. He 
was a command pilot with more than 4,500 flying hours, including more than 290 
combat hours. Highlights of his career included being a World War II fighter pilot in 

France and Italy, an exchange pilot with the US Navy in 1950, the 1st Commander of Cadets at the US Air 
Force Academy in 1955, and Commandant of Air Force ROTC in 1972. His decorations and awards included 
the Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Soldier's Medal, Air Medal, 2 Navy Gold Stars, 
Presidential Unit Citation Medal, Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Navy Outstanding Service Medal, and 
the British Distinguished Flying Cross. He retired as a Brigadier General in November 1972. Upon retirement, 
he returned to his beloved Hawaiian Islands. In 1983, Ben married Suzanne Baldwin from Honolulu. They 
traveled the world and doted on their families. Suzie died peacefully on March 2002. Ben was past chairman 
of the Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation, past president of the Outrigger Canoe Club, past board 
member of the Pacific Air Museum, past trustee of the Falcon Foundation, honorary member of the American 
Fighter Aces Assoc., past member of the Rod & Gun Club and an active member of the Quiet Birdmen. Ben 
was not only known for his athleticism in the air as a fighter pilot, but also on the ground. He competed in the 
1948 Olympic trials in the 400 meter hurdles, ran in the Penn Relays, and was an avid skier. Most important 
to Ben were his friends and family. He will be remembered for being a loyal, caring and generous friend. Ben 
was a true gentleman. He was the best father and grandfather any child could ask for. He spent all holidays, 
birthdays, and free time traveling the country to be with his family. Whether it was cheering for his kids and 
grandkids on the field, skiing with them or teaching them their ABC's, Ben was always there. They were all 
blessed to have had Ben in their lives, there are no words that can do him justice. (Honolulu Star-Advertiser)

Lynn Frank Jones (August, 16 1920 - September 27, 2017)
Lynn Frank Jones, 97, of Mission, Texas, passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
September 27, 2017. Lynn was born August 16, 1920, to Robert Littleton Jones 
and Johanna "Jennie" Volz Jones in Mercedes, Texas. Lynn graduated from 
Mercedes High School. He was able to attend 2 ½ years at the University of Texas 
at Austin. 
 In April 1941, Lynn joined the Army Air Corps for pilot training. Before formal 
completion of the program he volunteered to resign his commission to be received 
December 11, 1941 in order to fly for Pan American Airways to ferry pilots of 
P-40 and other aircraft. Then the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, 
changed these plans. That month, he became part of a new group, which began 
ferrying P-39's to the Panama Canal Zone. In August of 1942, there was a call 
for volunteers to go to the China-Burma-India Theater. He volunteered and then 
found himself on the way to China. Assigned to the 74th Fighter Squadron, 23rd 
Fighter Group under Flying Tiger veteran Frank Schiel, he soon began flying 

P-40's out of the base in Kunming. During this period he was promoted to Captain, achieved status as an 
Ace Pilot, and skip bombed and sank the first Japanese freighter off the China Coast, at Hanoi, China. Lynn 
returned to the States in January 1944, and served as a P-47 instructor and Director of Flying Training at the 
Abilene Army Air Base in Texas. He received the Distinguished Flying Cross with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and 
the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. He left the service in September of 1945.
 In 1948, Lynn went into farming, eventually expanding his operations to Mexico. He was a vegetable 
grower, primarily growing onions, cantaloupe, and peppers in the Tampico area. He also grew citrus in the 
Mission area. In 1997, he was inducted into the Texas Produce Association's "Produce Hall of Fame." (The 
Monitor)

LAST FLIGHTS
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James Edward Duffy (January 23, 1920 - November 25, 2017)
The last fighter pilot, who scored victories in the first Battle of the Philippine Sea 
(Marianas Turkey Shoot) and the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the largest naval battles in 
history, died on November 25, 2017. He was 97. 
 James (Jim) Edward Duffy was born in Mangum, OK in 1920. When 
he was 6 years old, his family moved to Monrovia, CA. He graduated from 
Monrovia High School where he played the trumpet in the school band 
and marched in the Pasadena Rose Parade. After high school he attended 
Pasadena City College and worked at several aviation manufacturing 
companies. He enlisted in the Navy in 1942 with the onset of WWII. He became 
a naval aviator, flying the F6F Hellcat as a member of VF15 aboard the USS 
Essex. On November 5, 1944 he became an Ace - one of twenty-six pilots of 
VF15 to do so. After the war, he remained in the Operational Reserves and then 

the Ready Reserves until finally leaving the Navy with the rank of Lt. Commander.
 He graduated from the University of Southern California with a degree in Chemical Engineering. 
Together with his Uncle, Thomas B. Hickox, he started Luseaux Laboratories, Inc. which manufactured 
detergents for the foodservice and hospitality industries. They were later joined by his USC classmate and 
lifetime friend, William B. Edwards.
 In 1948 he married his childhood friend, Gwen Castle and moved to Gardena, CA. They had three 
daughters. Jim was active with VFW Post #3261, Gardena Elks Lodge, American Aces Association, and St. 
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church. For many years he taught hunter safety to young people. He enjoyed 
flying (until age 89), hunting, camping, traveling, and was an avid reader. (Daily Breeze)

Kenneth B. Lake (May 14, 1924 - December 5, 2017)
Kenneth Lake, 93, of Red Lodge, Montana passed away Tuesday, December 15, 
2017. Born in Argyle, Illinois on May 14, 1924, Kenneth B. (Kid) Lake joined the Navy 
on September 18, 1942. After completing flight training on November 1, 1943, he 
joined the VF-2 flying F6F Hellcats from the USS Hornet (CV-12) on March 12, 1944.
Ensign Lake got his first taste of aerial combat on June 19, 1944 during what was 
later to become known as the “Great Marianas Turkey Shoot”, when he shot down a 
Val dive-bomber over Orote Field, Guam.
On the morning of June 24, Lake’s division intercepted an enemy strike west of Iwo 
Jima and he splashed two Judy dive-bombers. On another flight that afternoon he 
shot down a Zeke fighter 60 miles west of the Task Group. Then, on August 5th, he 
splashed an Emily four-engine flying boat in the ocean area north of Chi Chi Jima to 
become an ace. On a strike in the Philippines on September 13, he bagged a Nate 
of Negros for his final score. His decorations include the Distinguished Flying Cross 
and the Air Medal with 2 Gold Stars.

Kenneth Lake remained in the Navy following World War II and was promoted to captain on July 1st, 1965. 
He retired in July 1974. (AFAA Album)

Billy Gene Edens (January 21, 1923 - December 10, 2017)
Billy G. Edens, age 94, of Chattanooga, TN died Sunday, December 10, at 
Memorial Hixson Hospital after a brief illness. A retired U.S. Air Force colonel, Billy 
and his wife Kitty settled in Chattanooga after a 32-year military career that took the 
family to various bases across the U.S. and Europe. He began his second career 
as a financial advisor with American Express, retiring again after 29 years. Billy was 
a member of St. Luke Methodist Church and was active in the Downtown Lions 
Club of Chattanooga.
Raised in Tyronza, Arkansas, the colonel began his military career in 1942 training 
to fly gliders, eventually piloting single-engine P-47 and P-51 fighter aircraft with 
the 56th Fighter Group in World War II. He was a fighter ace, flying 83 missions 
that included being shot down, captured, and escaping multiple times, eventually 
being held as a POW for 13 months. After WW II, he served in every conflict until 
his retirement, flying F-84's in the Korean War and completing two tours of duty in 

Vietnam. (The Chatanoogan)
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